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My LORD, 

I Have a long time been 
ambitious to witneft to 
your Lordfliip the pro- 

A 2 foxxtA 



iv DEDICATION. 

found Refpe6l your unble- 
iiyfti'd Charadter exacts, / 
not only from me, but from 
all, who wilh well to the 
State, to Learning, and 
the Arts ; for there's no 
Man has more eminently 
ferv'd the one, and im- 
jprov'd and encourag'd the \ 
other, than your Lord- 
ihip ; whole Example has - 
enobled thoie Studies , 
which the Ignorance and 
Sloth of fbme Perfons had 
almoft brought into Con- 
tempt. Learning was ever 
the Friend of Liberty and 
Virtue ; and if Arbitrary 

Prin- 
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Princes have found Flatter- 
ers in the Learned World, 
it proceeds only from the 
Imperfevftion of Humaii 
Nature,which expoles Men 
to Temptation, and fub- 
jecfts them to the Power of 
Interelt. For this they fa- 
crifice their Principles, and 
argue againft Light and 
Conviiftion. There's no 
Opinion which Sophiftry 
cannot defend ; and none^ 
that has been fo much 
fupported by Sophifts, as 
that Inhuman Dodrine of 
lubmitting Juftice and 
Reafon to the Palfions of 

A3 ^ 



vi DEDICATIOM. 

a Tyrant. But you, My 
Lord, who diftinguifh 
between Truth and Arti- 
fice, eafily fee thro"* the 
Diiguife of their exploded 
Politicks, and defpife thole 
mean Genius's, who turn 
Learning and Reafbn, 
which are the Weapons 
that are given us for the 
Defence of Virtue and 
Liberty,againfl: them, and 
vainly attempt to deftroy 
them with their own 
Arms. Such, My Lord, 
is not the Spirit of our 
Author ; whofe folid Ar- 
guments in the Caufe of 

Truth, 



DEDICATION, vii 

Truth, I prefume to lay 
before your Lordfhip in 
an En^ijh Drefs, bluihing 
that I dare offer you ^ 
Tranflation, who are fb 
much a Mafter of Origin , 
nals. But in communica* 
ting this Treatife to th$ 
Publick, I muft exped: to 
have a whole Faftion cla* 
mour againft it, with the 
Jame Fury that they 
breath their lewd Re- 
proaches againft the wikH 
^d happieft Adminiftra*- 
tion that ever this Nation 
was blels'dwith: And to 
whpm, My Lord, fliould 

A ^ the 
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the Defenders of Liberty, 
Spiritual and Temporal, 
fly for ProteiSion, but to 
thole who, by their Coun- 
fels and Services, are al- 
ways defending it ? I fliall 
be happy indeed, if my 
poor Endeavours in fb glo- 
rious a Caule, Ihall have 
the good Fortune to be 
own'd by the Heads of it ; 
and I may hope to lucceed, 
if I have not very much 
wrong'd my Author, who 
has been approv'd by the 
fecond Nation in the Pro* 
teftant World. 

My 
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My Lord, 

i 

• * • ■ ■ 

' If there had been any 
thhig in thefe Difcourfes, 
that in the leaft authoriz-'d 
the Licence of fome Per- 
fons of Antimonarchical 
Principles, I abhor them lb 
much, that itfliould never 
have defil'doui' Language, 
at leaft I would never have 
been the Occafion of it 
For by Liberty, no reafon- 
able Man underftands any 
thing more than a free Eni^ 
joyment of his Rights and 
Privileges, according to the 
juft Laws of his Country : 



DEDICATIC^ 

And 'tis our Hapj^j/ 

that we live under a vA: 

rious Monarchy, witlx. 

any of thofe terrible Cj 

fequences , which fbn 

Enthufiaftick Republica 

frighten weak Men wit! 

and taft the Sweets of L 

berty, without the Diftr 

(flions which often redu< 

the. wifeft Republicks to 

State of Anarchy. W 

have the beft Conftitut 

on under the beft Princ 

in the World : A Princ 

whpfe Power is as great i 

is neceflary, for Her ow 

Gbry, and Her People 

Good ; gnd who ireign 
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^ahfolutely only in the 
Hearts of Her Subje6b : 

: An Empire which the 
proudeft Tyrants, at the 
fame time that they feem 
to defjpij^e, behold others 
enjoy with equal Envy and 
Delpair: An Empire that 
is the immediate Gift of 
God , in endowing his 
Vice-gerent with thole 
Royal and Chriftian Vir- 
tues, that command the 
chearful Obedience of all 
Her SubjecSs, and make 
their Duty their Pleafure. 
Among all the Bleffings 
of Her Majefty's Immor^ 
tal Reign, the Happy 
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Choice of Her Minifters is 
the particular Joy of Her, 
People. And when Your 
Lordfliip took your Place 
in that Illuftrious Num- 

» 

r, there was no true 
'ngUJhman who did not 
look upon it as the 
happieft Event , of this 
Year, wherein the real 
and imaginary Advanta^ 
gQs of our Enemies re^ 
quird the moft vigorous 
and faithful Counfels. 
And from Your Lord- 
fliip's known Zeal for 
Her Majefty's Service, 
your unqueftion'd Integri- 
ty, your Kno>yledge of 
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Men and Books, your 
Concern in the Profperity 
ofjthofe two moft Noble 
Families, who have di- 
ftinguifli'd themfelves lb 
eminently in the Court 
and Camp, during their 
Miniftry, and your in- 
vincible Love to your 
Country, we aflur'd our 
lelyes there would be a 

imiox our Bur- 
leig/j,a.nd that the Reign of 
our Virgin Queen would 
no longer be the Boaft of 
the Englijh Annals. May 
Your Lordfiiip long en- 
joy all your Honours, 
which none can envy. 
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fince, as great as they ar 
there's none who does n< 
confels your Merit is fti 
greater. 

lam. 
My LORD, 

With equal Reafon and Vaffim^ 
Tour LORDSHIP'S 
Mofi Humble^ mofi Obedient^ 
And Devoted Servant. 



J. Savag 
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PREFACE 

TO THE 

Following Difcouries, 

Written by 

Monfieur Barbeyracy at Berlin, 

i 

*" ^^HE Weakf^eCs of the Mind ofMan^ 

\ or rasher the uttle Care mojt Mkn 

i tdke to make uje of their "DnAerjtaniing^ 

I npfears as much in their being embar* 

"^ rafs^dy and erring prodigioujfy in their 

Decifion of certain very eaff Quejiions^ 

as in their tormenting themfelves to com- 

frehend things rphich are manifest)/ above 

their Reach^ and in helimjing they knatl^ 

vfhat they have not the leaft Kpowledgi 

€f\ by which means they are guilty of A 

thoufand Jbfurditiesy rather than co^ejs 

their Ignorance ofjime things^ the Kj^m^ 

ledge of which Uod has not thought fi 

to commiimc4te to them. V 
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/ am very mnch deceiv^dj if the ttPofol* 
lowing Dij'courfes do not treat of Mat* 
ters of this Nature. Thofe that are at 
ever fo little Pains to examine them 
ruithout Vajjion and Prejudice j will foon 
fnd out the Extent of the Sovereign 
Power, and of Liberty of Confcience^, 
and majiy without much Trouble y he able to 
anfwer all the Queflions defending on 
them^from Prihcifles of right Reafonani 
Jujlice. 



If the Diffute was concerning the 
Subordination there may be between 
Celeflial Beings^ their Functions and 
Employments : As for Example^ How 
fubordtnate the Angels are to the Arch- 
Angels ; / P:>ould not be furpriz^dy tf 
Men were puzzled with the Difficulties 
that would arife on all Sidesy becaufe we 
know nothing of the Nature of thofe 
happy Spirits y nor of the Grounds of the 
Superiority that may be among them. 
But when the Queflion is only what Au- 
thority one Man may have over another \ 
Whereas the mighty Difficulty^ Can wey 
who are Men ourfelveSy need to be taught 
whAt are the Natural Rights of Men^ 
and how far each of them would or gan 
re/^oujtce them? Are the Peofh made for 
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thePrincBy or the Prince for the People f^ 
Ought we to worjhtf a Divinity we ^ 4& 
not aekhmledge^ or one we. do in a way 
we htiieve to he difsgreeable to him ? 
Is there any mortal Mxn^ who has a 
Title to lord it over the Conjciences of 
Another ? Who can difcover its Springs 
And Motions^ fo little known to every 
Man himfelf how then can another com* 
tnand them ? Is not the thing in J^e* 
fiion only our acquiring a Privilege ovef 
others^ hy Reajons that with the like 
Force entitle others to ajfurne the fame 
Privilege over us. Are not thefe flain 
And evident Principles^ which no body 
durfi openly Md direStly deny ? A Man 
muft {hut his EyeSy or he cannot help fee^ 
ing which fide he ought to take in the 
Dijpute: Bor what Conclufion is more 
demonfirativey than that the Sovereign^ 
whatever lofty Title he is adorn' d withy 
has no more Power than is ' necejfary 
for the Publick Good) and that e* 
very one ought to he left at full J^i* 
berty to follow what Religion he thinks 
heft. 

IVe fbould wonder y therefore^ to hear 
Men impudently ajfert the contrary ^ di* 
reSllyor indireStly ; // we did not knoWy 
hy an Experience too common ^ the Power 
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^ WoflAfy Imerejts Mnd P^cms^ vr M 
Uafi htm infaUiAted fome Perjons are^ 
mth the Belief gf certMn Opi»UmSj and 
how firvilelj they keef tolfome lietes im- 
printed in their Minds ^ by their Edw 
SiUion^ OY Cmverfuion: Which Im^ 
fr^ffions they remv.e^ mthout £ifer ejc^t- 
tmmng them. ^Tis ?nuch more furfri'^ 
zing^ to fee that Men^ who make Prc^tf' 
fion of Chrijlianity^ Jbould pretend to 
findoHty in Holy Writ^ Texts ^defend 
fiich ahfurd and inhuman Opi»ionSy as 
thofe of Defpotick Power, and Pfixfe- 
eution for Matters of Cmfiience^ Jn 
n>hich they jhetp the^fdves to be m had 
Ck'iticks as they are J^rviaes >: ^nd the 
befi that can he Jaid of them^ W^ f/^at 
they are hafe Flatter ers^^ and pr^^ftu^ 
0its Diffutants. ^Tis true^ Jome would 
notfo ^ealoujly e^oufe the Perni^imts Ofi* 
nion^ which futs the PriJKJe above the 
Law, if they were not intoxicated with 
the Doctrine of fyrrhonifm , whit^ 
they would at any rate advance ^ and be^ 
iien/e this Sentiment for their Purfjofi<^ 
on account of the great Number of In- 
conveniences it draws after ity and its 
^attackingthe Divinity of the Jrhly Serif -^ 
4uresy in making them lice^ice all the Oi- 
prices of Sovereigns. Wou^d to God we 
i€m^d as eajily mre th Jmbition jand Vi* 
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cts of Prince Sy which fut them on abujing 
their Faaiiry or hinder them from lipen^ 
ing t€t FLutererSy and vmn^ f^^f^y f^^ 
ij^^refied Priejls^ ojy if Mens Judgtmnts 
were entirely /r^ff, we might fully con^ 
'uime them of the Fdlfify of thofe Idea's^ 
which the Partif/ms (/Perfecution, and 
Heffotkh Fawer, endeavour as much tg 
pcifhn them wttb^ as if they were engaged 
iy the Courts of Inquifitiony to maintain 
thofe Heterodox j^otions. We might 
then boft to fee Temporal and Spiritual 
Tyrwny bamfiPd out of the World. Jll 
that we can do in the prefent State of 
ThingSy is to preferve^ confirmy clear^ 
dnd remtWy from time to time j Ideals of 
an honourahle Liberty^ in thofe Places 
where we are permitted tofpeak what we 
think, fi^ this means j perhaps fbme 
Sparks of the Truth m^yfiy as far as thjtt 
CountrjUj which is the Seat of Tyranny^ 
and the JQngdom cf Darknefs ; may or 
fen 4 great Number cf Mens Eyesj and . 
anhmate them to Jbakt- off the Toke^ or 
retire^ one after another^ into thofe 
Countries y where they may breath the 
fweet Mr of Liberty ^ leaguing incorrigible 
Tyrants to reign ozter thetr Cre^ures 
and Tools iff vajl Defarts^ 
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In this little Treatife^ if ^tis read^with 
Carcj and conftder^d mth Attention^ we 
may find all the Principles and Conjequen- 
cesj that any way f elate to the Affair of 
the Power of the Sovereign, and that of 
Liberty of Confcience. Thefe two im- 
fortant Quefiions were never well deci-^ 
dedy and deduced methodically from their 
true Principles^ till the laji Age \ in 
which wife Menfufb'd the Matter fo i/i- 
goroujly^ that they forcd all their Adver- 
J'aries Entrenchments^ and filenc^d the 
mofl objlinate Antagonifls.^ But I do 
not know any one^ who has treated of 
them in few fVordsj with Jo much Clear- 
nefsj and Strength of Argument ^ as Mr. 
Noodt. He has given them a new turn. 
The mojl common Thoughts^ as he has 
managed them^ have an Air of Origi- 
nals ; and fome of his alfo do not want 
the Charm of .Novelty. His Explana- 
tion of the Lex Regalis of the Roman 
People^ turns on a Point of curious 
Hifiory. And I am fatisffdy the 
Reader will he pleased with what he 
^ jays on that Sukje^ in the Firjl Dif^ 
courfe^' 

The Praifes of a Tranjlator are always 
mifirufied : Therefore 1 (jball not enlarge 
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here on my Author's Encomium ; beftdes^ 
the Declaration of the Publick in his 
Favour^ has frevented and rendered 
ufelefs all that I cou*d fay on this Head. 
The Difcourfe on Liberty of Confci- 
ence is already tranjlated into Dutch. 
Jnd thofe rvho underfiand nothing bat 
French, jball not any longer envy others 
the Pleafure and Profit that may be 
drarvn from the Reading of fo convin- 
cing an Argument. The other deferves 
as well to be ff re ad over the Worldy 
in the living Languages ; in which I 
do not know that it has been yet pub^ 
liflPd : And I was willing to fet an 
Example y by Tranjlating it tnto French ; 
tvhichj without doubt ^ has been wijb^d 
Jory ever fince Mr. le Clerc (a) gave the 
World an Abfira£i of the fecond Edition • 
pf the Original. 

/ would fain have transfused aU the 

Vivacity (b)y all the Force of manly and 

Jblid Eloquence that Jbines in the Origin 

naly in my Tranflation of thefe two 



(a) Biblioth: Choific, Vol. 1. p. 228, 

{b) See what Mr. le Clerc jays at the Evdof his Ah» 

firoBof thsffcond Di£cmrfe^ i» y ol.i i. oj the Brbliotb. 

Choife, />. 231. 
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DijcaurftSy efpecUSj in the Uttefy as fast 
AS the Matter would hear, hut be fides 
the Defers which* the Tranfi^tor is 4f 
wmtaMeforj the Latia Twgue bss bm 
A great Advantage : It enables tin fVrr 
Per to fay tn a few Words y what mufri^ 
Freach be exfrefs^d in a more extenfixH^ 
and canfequently in a more langmfii^ag 
manner. Add to all thisj that ^iis not 
eajy to tranjlate an Author who writa 
like Mr. Noodt. J^s Stile is yety 
cLofij and fuUy ttot only of f articular 
wa}s of Exfreffio»y either taken from the 
AnsientSj or in Imitation of thm^ efft* 
€ially Seneca and Tacitus ; but alfo ^ 
Terms in the Roman Law ; wbifA at 
underflands profoundlyy as appears iy fe^ 
wral of his WorkSy wherein be has rnaii 
manypse Difcoveries of this Nature. Bi 
it as it willy I have left nothing uttdomy 
that lay in my Powery to make this 
Tranfktion an(ip6ry in fonu meafure^ 
the Praifes that are bejlow'd oui tht 
Original. And if fometimes I bavt 
^hang'd the Turn a Utthy or explain^i 
a Thoughty to adapt it to the Ta^ 
ef tht French Readery I have bm 
extreamly carefuly not to let the lea^ 
Word efcapey which does not agree ex 
aSly to the End and Idta^s of tk 
Author^ 
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To nuke this JV^ri the rwre ujifmly 
I bdv^ not ofdj added little Lemma's 
in the Margent^ ivhith^ At firfi f^krv^ 
fifsm the Method and Analyiis ^ eoich 
D^ourfe ^ bnt I hafue d^^ m fome 
Fagesy fubjoin'd Notes at ihe Bottom if 
the Pages ; and I hope the Author mil 
pardon the Liberty I have taken. Theje 
' Notes contain little more than certain 
Pajfages of ancient A0hors^ to which 
Mr. Noodt feems to allude^ or which 
ferve to confirm rph4t he has faid^ and 
are References to other Authors^ where 

1^ T-hhfgs -he hes hrt H^jtij touted 
on^ in a few Words^ may be found 
handled at large. Thofe before whom 
Mr. Noodt fronouncd thefe Difcour^ 
feSy and thofe for whofe Sake he after* 
fvards Printed them^ live in a Coun* 
try where Liberty prevails fo muchj 
tnat none feem to want any Exhorta^ 
tions to^ promote it. Tet I am fo far 
^r$fn infmuatingj he has not faid all 
that is necejfary on the SubjeSt^ that 
I cannot enough admire his Addrefsy 
in containing fo many Things within fo 
: Jmall a Compafs^ and laying down with 
fo much Clearnefs and Brevity^ all that 
is effential in Difputes ; which the Heat 
and Sophijlry of the Adverfaries baa;c 

fiveirdl 
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fveltd to fuch a prodigious Bulk. I Jball 
think my jelf very happy^ if the Author 
approves of the Fidelity I have objerv'i 
in exprejjing his- Thoughts^ and that I 
am jiifficieyitly recompensed for my Trou^ 
hie ; fince^ in fuch Cafey I may be fure 
of the Approbation of the Publick.. ' 
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Sovereign Power : 



A N D 



The True Scnfe of the 

Lex Regalis ofthtRomans.^^'^'' 

Prince 4iri 4 
Tyrant. 

I Have often wonderM, ^ Gentle- ;^^;^; 
men, thatfo many Great Mzammed tu 
as have taken upon them to treat "^^^^^^^f ^^^ 
of the Power of Sovereigns, ^ ^^mmfteJ^ 
liiould attribute the lame Authority Noodt, mcr- 
to theTrince and the Tyrant, v^o"^^^^ 
Characters neverthelei$ \o o^^^itt^ down the t(e. 
that nothing can be conceived «^Q»^&,?[^^J5 



Of the Fowlif cf Sovereigns. 

incompatible, (a) In a word, one 
prefixes over the People- with their. 
CoTitbnr,- and the other againfl: it.* 
One has only in view the Publick Good, 
while the olhdri feiks nolhieg fo much 
as his own private Intereft : One main- 
taia^t^e La^s, tlie Qt^jef ti^g^ples on 
the4 : OwS look$ upon the^Lite, li- 
berty and AJ^elfare of each particular 
Subject, as fo naaijy facred things, 
which he dares not touch, and from 
which he (^),>{^ith-h6lds his Hand§| 

Ms ■ fyes, /ftntf ^v^i hi^ 5^*^ W^ * 
The other imagines all thele do^ right- 
fully belong to him, and that he may 
difpofe of themi'iibifolutely at pleafure; 
One, in fhort, like God himlelf, and 
after hisElumglej^.takii;^ Pi?l|ghtin 



M Wfito hmmj/irf^cept-^iv^s jim ^va^-VitiMi and 
liveJy T>ejfcfYpiims T>fd Tyfant, djphiilji^ ^ ^ o^h ^ 
9th BooU of bis Rcpublick. Tou maylikewife readDion 
Chryfoftom in his ift & 3d Harangues of a Kingdom^ 
andbk 6th of Tyraj>n^; 4£ a)fQ toAanaA'i iPiai^^ 
concermtfg the AuihdvUy of^ Xi^gs ?« Si^otllrtd, \f«^, ttB, 
&e. Md the famous Ttionjij antitlioii Viaftidtt conKta 
Tr^^nnos, Quaeft-. ;< pag. 1349 ^c EiUM^ran^f. 

(b). fins h tfftat the Lai9S tafch evctynmej ttf Ciccr(> 

tas habere liblAn^s, coercere t)mnes cupditate*, fy 
»l4^i$ Dfietttes^ oc}«109, Iftanttt '^AftincnBt -A Qmk 



piiids'to Maunklnd) - is bebved, ,:t6(|ii^ 

Su<y;tiS» aitd -Fdi>6ignef& Alt ^a:^ 
tkimv^ to Mtn>(iJ) ;k the AEnhdr'>tff 
tlieit Peticky'- «tad f ^fli^rvatiotiy > at^ 
a^feTeady' to ikbfiiketbeflliietees'CourtU 
jisouflfiof biin^'who^'Geiliusdbdy ife 

iMd i^^offldr. Tiid^atbtilr/a orue ^t>lk^ 
FelJi;^ dokig Go^ m to iiodt, bati 
Mifcfaief; to all, -lind: c^nfequefitdy 
drawing upon hliafetf on dl MtSt 
Horror and Curf^ cif^ries d6ag%ith 
bim, wher&>eyer he goesy Terror, Ijk>^ 
ftrudion and Defoktion^ like a vfM 
Beaft of ^prodigious ^e^ that lays the 

' . ■• V. ' 



iirH(^i&/i tfx /o7/omi^lllla$di:i)fium'ttjagnitadoftabilis 



fundataqae /^ff^ ^m oitooes Hamfupra tef icifle, 400x1 
profe fcuinc; cujuscura^^ejEcubare^proXalute fin- 
gulorum atqae univerlorii'm ^uotidie experiunttir \ 
qoo procedente, noh tanqfaan^ maloffl afi^uod aac 
noxium animal e cobi}! profiKeriCt diffugiunt, f^d 
tanquam ad danim ac bene6cum fidus cercacim ad: 
vY^Dt, objicere fe pro iltb nnicrontbas tffikliikidtniie 
pacaeiffitiil, ficftthftertBtrd' corpora; fuai fiperftiBgam 
illi humaaam iter ad faUM^m^fUeBdum fic: i .. ■, . • 
III^ eft enim vinculum,' per qdcxl Refpubtlc^ coliae- 
ret: ilie Tj^ticss viulis^ quern tec tbt iniltii' tear 
hu^c: nihil jpla^r fe fucora nirionus ic^p^xda, ii 
mens ilia Iniperii iubtri6iatur« 2?^ C/cmcirt* If6« v. 

B 2 Couvv- 



i| .Of the Power of, Sovereign f^ 

GoMtry wafte all around him. : Rea-? 
{an requires tlien wfe . do not confound 
tl^ Prwice wit^ thte Tyrant^ nor n»ko 
bis Caprice the meafure of his Power,* 
Imt confine it .within the reafbnable 
Bounds of Juftice: and the Laws : 
However, I know not by what Fata* 
lity we commonly find it a Principle 
paintainM^That uoleisyou would aa« 
nihilate the very Nature of Sovereigo* 
ty^iyo^ muftaekilowkdge the Frince 
to;be, fo far fuperiour to the Laws, 
thait tli0' he minds nothing but hiss 
own private Interefl;,' and no way^ re- 
gar^k;* the Good and Benefit of his 
Subje^s, they have no other Refiige 
but the Glory ot obeyii^ him, and un- 
dergoing patiently and chearfiilly all 
the Injuries he loads them with. They^ 
likewife alTert, that the Prince is on* 
hr accountable for his Conduft to God^ 
Irona whona, as they fuppofe, thefu- 
preme Authority is originally derivM* 
Few take care to vindicate trie Caufe 
of tlie People; raoft defend that of 
the 'Tyrunt under the Name of the 
Prmcty 2Lr\di endeavour to jjerfwade 
themfelves and others, that it any Op-. 
poficion be between the Interefts of 
the Prince and People, of neceflity 
on^ muft be weaketf d^ if not entirely. 



Of the Toxeer &f Sovereigns, 
ruin'd, and therefore it were more elir 

fible and advantageous to luffer a 
rince to opprefe liis Sub)ed:s by In- 
juftice and O^uclty, than to permit 
the Subjects to reprefs the Fury of tlie 
Prince who has a mind to dcftroy 
them. This looks as if thofe who are 
reduc'd to a neceflity of obeyiiig, 
were not of the fame nature with 
diofe who commanded, and that they 
only ought to be look'd upon as Men* 
whom the Confent of their Equals has 
given Authority over tlieni. For my, 
part when I fearcii for Reafons for fo 
extravagant, liarQi and inhuman a 
Sentiment^ I meet with none tliat is 
in the leali conformable to the Lav/ of 
Nature. Whoever you are thac en- 
tertain this Opinion, whether f rince 
or Courtiers, let me tell you, you de- 
prave a thing that in it felf is right, 
good ai>d lioly, and byyour unbound- 
ed Ambition or fervile Flatteries, fub- 
init to the Pleafure of one Man, the 
Civil Government that was eftablifli'd 
for the Benefit of All, that they might 
epjoy ii» profound TranquiUcy the 
Commodities and DeUghts of Life, 
You rejeft juft, fure, and beneficial 
Maxims for fych as are uaJLift, un- 
certain and pernicious, an. uuVvrnvw-i 






^twmr^i) being ixsiteo. tikb: to ;b& si< 
fheW'9eihire'or;la^aa;- ^: ' ;;. 
i>Qfo» of Oat ri ^C^talni)^ it isi 'tmJmtstefboA 
JHfimfe. jwrbo^y;, ' of fttt^QGi bsi Mrell . as People, 
mit <ib(geaendkaib Ji^or ikioM te sa 
^tifd^ and tiKCoin fevtour of lErutfi 
owe <ilki0UJii(Jl$- bft Hi&e*i& to fj^k fin^ 
jfHkivfi^r^y ctJhperning idc S^i^ts 
«uiPrii(iteges^FjSo3mreignty<i! l&w 
Viidab isfiA<we:■ptfd«)peI2fi)r^fhisEfnp^f4 
jneot i^fta 0\»L'JLse^)Feiv''^Klio las 
midfii it tb^ BofidefsioE tos.Li&t t»^ia>i 
4f ' the IF01C& of littws? WhehoQRdd 
be ^dr ai aiors ■^tVonrabie Clioralkiq 
iefaaflijtfOW,wh$n)4CC(iiir<tina 10 Cuftooiy 
he isr going toidsrelblniaielf Ibkaml^ 
o£ tiie RedoiiRiip^af the Univeritty, ini 
^ Pnifeace of fa xwimerous md id 
btxtntA m AKefiibLyrf-^ ]v^ay^ ' wfaae 
Ilflcetc^uJidbeibQttisricnuff^ tkiii4^si 
i^ii^ias School- ' q£ >^^Dqd Ser^e^'us^ 
lining, votreot b^a 3ab^e^y«vM;| 
etftimiflSiin it Teiftlietftimoft Ekd^^ti^ 

' * . ■ ■ ' 1 « • "i •' • *■ ." 1 1 ■ '1 'yl : « • ■* ■ : 

.;;;• ; : . * . ■ i! j ,ii A v 'A\ v» "^ •."" 

' (d) li^siU \h€ v^^icfoiti' juhfim of Tacitus^ Ncc 
itnguaai Gtis ito; pdr^iciii .xrt5^flhil}a cff.' hiH: libi' 
2* Ciqi p:^. 



* * * ■» 
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Qyic(|uid'exa:](fif-po(faim, - 
Pciulc^t inftaBi rr loco; 

• • ■ ; ■•.'.'- "i . . . • 

« .«• • • . • • . ■ _ ■ . . . . : ■....., y 



irkl Ws^Q Mtttttrs > T(>'aefea^<|Pft'& 
«Hdicldi«fii9ti Eighty b^M^dMiid^ SH4 
the Re^eS' $ Ji|{iii< e^if rsqiiirdf 'li^d 





Ahttiity ; JPbm^t(fnef9,- mkI the kks 4»i o^ je///o;;f 
^rregttlatftfes, which arethe linbappy "'H''' f » 
FFiu«s-Qf--ft »(al LicentiOu liielSy ^e nrji^ » u- 
tokens .and. Privileges qf Grandeur. *«r/^ w/'^"' 
They are l^is^ analoiiariGes ofjftlC: m^!fjy "cm- 
fion, and^iidt of Potwr-;', and toCon-/ei«fWff »/ 
yince yoriVQf wte I fSyi% art Ex- '^^""^'"'^ 
ain]^le (^ Sc>vereignii^ea£nei% 1$ aay 
Majeftyindre cjcalted ami aogtifr^^haii 
that of (Sod, whom ^e* adore asl 



»■ I 



, (&} See n Pxffjge h the Imperial Li\f, <3/i'mi bere- 
/ffrer wtbs ^cctmi Pan of'thiiJUfccu^^. 

B 4 V.^\:^ 



8 Cf the Faver if S&veriignt^ 

Lord and Mafter, not only of one 
People^ but the whole Univerje ? 
This Supreme Being neverthelefs ex-» 
erdfes no Power that may be faid to 
rife to Excefi ; but on die contrary^ 
confines himfelf to certain Laws(/> 
which he has imposM on himfelf { 
neither is he lefs abfblute or lefs pow-^ 
erful for not being able to fwerve ia 
the leaft fron^ wlut is good* Whoice 
comes it then that fome Men form to 
tbemfelves a difierent Idea of a Prince? 
Why will they not allow that he that 
reprelents God here on Barth, JObouldi 
after his Example keep to the flriA< 
eft Bounds of Reafon, and not think 
himfelf independent, or impowerM. 
to do whatever he pleafes, inafmucU 
as he ought rather to look upon him^ 
felf tyM up from doing what is con- 



(f) Hecuba in the tragciyf^MU^x^c^ with itatTt-^ 
tJefVctk'J9%,9Lc.inakesibisJ^ffmi 

'* ^f are SkveiajdweMk\ but there are pmerjul Goi^^, 
^ ania Law for Jujlice ,and Jnjuftice^ to which even the 
*• C^oif urejibjett • for we fudge of tkdifr CondnSt bf 
♦* xhtxlt^. Plutarch //ifxt*^ Prince ought to obey thi 
law^ which Vind^vftiles both f/^eLaw ot Mortals and 
Immortal. See this Piffage "which Ihave quoted at 
kvgtb^ and tr^^ud in jnj Notes upon Puffendorf^ 
Liu. 7. Cap. 6* i.^. HoXt In , . . 



Of the Power of Sovereigns. 9 

trary to his Dutjr, and impofe upoa 
himfelf a Neceflity of following tliis 
Maxim (g), 'Tis reafonable, without 
Difpute, the Prince who is raisM above 
otiier Men by his Degree, fhould 
yield to none in Superiority of Soul, 
and nothing is more abfurd nor Ihame- 
ful than for a Sovereign to look upon. 
Piety, Fidelity, Juftice and fuch like 
Virtues as are embracM by human So- 
ciety, to be the (h) peculiar Lots o£ 
private People, whilft he inugines 
himfelf empower'd to do not what 
the publick Good requires of him, 
but whatever comes, into his Fancy, 
and without any otlier Reafon than 
tliat, fiilfe one of Force and Arms, 
which neverthelefs were put into his 
Hands to proteft and chcrUh the 
Laws, and not to violate and invade 
, them. 

We muft not in like manner hear- 2- no coi 
ken to thofe, who pretending that the^"|J,^ J 
Sovereign Authority was originally *er«;giiiy, 



which in renii' 



. Friiwe! trouli 

(ii Minimum dccet libere, n;i multum Iii.et. rot bcmrvcr 

Sense. TrcaJi vtrf. ■j^i' ' h»vt an wli- 

(h) Tbitii tiittt m aneietn TTt^ii{ut Pott {mt inu 'l^^miird Pomr. 

Momh of Atreus ; 

Sanftins, Pietas, Fides, 

Privata bona I'um: Quiiuv;ic, Regeseant. 
( ■ . . JVn«. %(/!, "u^avi. 



PaTrer^ 



ir<.; r.-i 



i^ fbliHf eftabtiSiM.-by' Go&UtnMfi 
cond6de from thencb^ that ttid the 
Safe^ia* Mfep bv their PrinceV-'Pwfi^ 

4jorifftae -to^^ the DiViii*^" Maj^fty 0^ 
hisCoddua) iiid^'^t it riots' Mbi' 

lorigt&^#eak'>A^dm{^"to .|»r^{a(fii>t» 

j«d|^ Wiht AftkWf*' of tfieilp'Sevifcu 
i^^r ''Slit ibppoi^'ic ihdu!d'fiie ^ii* 
ted ¥Mt>'«h^ PrfAc^'4^t(t» atAfmUMi 
God 'fits St>vijreigrl»<5#ei*^ <ah tS^ 



fefi^iniThite in Gobdrfe&tha^ M«frdle«' 

exoHiiftWt'ji Pfffe fbf th<>'^!li«i» dl 

Mahlhi\l^ 'ar^cT -t^a^^fae- mav^n(K^' 
himmM nhettfYo 'for t$ trfCrife? 
"Wlbo ^att be fcV • iftiptf dertt < ^J* to* Aertf j 
t!kt ^ wlkff^ at- l^ffctt- abufes iiifofeflay 
the Cliaracter wljere with God haS^ m^ 
flobra'MmV he ''Axis dot r«hdjbr-'hifm- 
feif ealpafete botli tdwartis M'Aferkef,' 
•:irlifefe^MG:omm^n(b'''Hcf Ifes -fflglititdi 

. and towards hk-Sii bjed s, to whom, lie 
has doqe the Wrong. 3ut the Truth 

., is, Sovereignty properly (0 and ifti- 
inediacely dierives its Origin from Mefn j 



■ • « • 

(i) See Puffcndorfx I^nr of Kaiurs and I^aims^ 
Lib. 7. Cap. 3. 



laadff fdxletubetJ^tprefii'itis ip-jt nUide 

Adthop: of. )t|4t''is catli»£inie;SeMft 

patdeor AbAlilh'dl Ivf iMifl conlomSEi* 
Uf?tair 1^ Bjiles of' Reafen^ ace 160^4 
ttnomllsiDnadeov<ab<)iifit^d bp tittiWiU 

beardichot^any Kiiig or' innoeji aj^^ 

Heaaied,;fUid'iiot l^eflieteifbed byt^ 
&e&WirltBfld Coflikit>of Men? is k 

oiil]F^'i^<ufeflndti0relMlkiMgJGutd4Etj 
has :fim :«Km0A J^dt^UtBiOMt thdtii* 




veviimcbts^ ^^itiitfaiAsti ^Mhk^ it is > kA^ 

t)u» Seflfe'iAdCling Milderi but'cliat j 

ehaiiged: Civil -Gp^^iiientS) wM(t» 
^F6 idiHiddttiitely- ' <fdrii^ ^ abolt^tt 
t^ I4ei^/ 'fdur th€ m^i^t^g^mg of ^ksi^ 

ancLoonfeqiieatly vilit;^ thfi-Approha, 
tion of God himfelf 

' But to make; this more particularly 3- -^ ^^f," 
»nd dil^inay appear, we muft rc> ,r'''^ 
fume Matters from their vw^lOtv^v- 

'' ' ^ tvaX.. 




Of the Pon>er of Sovereigns. 
nal. (k) *Tis certain the Names ef 
Sovereign, Subjed, Lord and Slave, 
are unknown to Nature : She has 
piade usfimplyMen, ('/) all equal, all 
equally free aiid independent on one 
another. From whence comes it tha 
(he has arm'd each one with fufficient 
Force to defend himfeif? Whence, 
that fhe infpires every one at his co- 
ming into the World with fo tendcc 
and invincible a Love of liimfelf, that 
be can never love any thing better ? 
Whence, in a word, that (he gives eve- 
ry body a lively Senfe of what is good 
and hurtful tor him, and impofes oq 
hini a Necelfity of following the for- 
mer, and iivpiding the latter ? Why 
all this, unlefs fhe was minded tliat 
thofe to whom Ihe had givea the farnc 
faculty, fhould be inverted with the 
feme /lights, in regard to thofcthiogs 
ihe ofter'd them fpr tiieir common Pre^ 
fervation. So other Animals are re- 
puted to t)e born free, becaufe they 
are all naturally bent towards feeking 
after their own Welfare, ^.nd are- in a 



ft) Sk ibe Biblioiheqiif Cboifie of t^onfieurlx 
CJerc. Ti)m.8.pig.\-6i,i^c. k Tom. io.pdg'. j it, l£f. 

(0 See Putfcnduil'j Uv) ef Nitari tnd Njtnimtt 
i.ib, J. Cdf. 3. '''.;. 



Of the fewer ofStmer^nA j ^ 

1i;;ondition to procure it by their pro*, 
pef Force, 

r * Nevertbelefs, akhd Nature has* »ix wttrr^i 
diifposM every Man to feek after Jjf ^j^^jjf/^ 
what is advantageous for him, (he ha&^ud^i^ u^* 
not, for all that, authorized him to do'«'«W»<r^ 
ill. On the contrary, that he might 
be liinderM from abufing that Ri^t, 
(he has ibrmM him after a particular) 
manner, which places him above the 
reft of Animals; for whereas they 
have only a Force of Body, Ihe has 
provided him, moreover, with the Af^ 
^ftance of Reafon, which enables him 
not only to think of wliat is prefent, 
but to refletl on what is paft, to com- 
pare them one with another, to pre- 
fer a greater Good to a lelTer, and a 
lafting one to a tranfitory ; and, in a 
word, to difcern what is truly profita- 
ble, from what is only fo in appear- 
ance. 

Men being adorn'd with fuch fair^Jiv^^^^^ 
Qualities, both of Body and Mind^ Ts^chty. ^ 
it was natural for them to feek to joii^ 
themfelves with one another, eithet 
for the Union of the two Sexes, tOs 
which they were enclin'd by a pow- 
erful Motive, or to avoid the Irkfom- 
nefs of Solitude, and to feek in their 
mutual Ailiftances greater and moto* 



14 Ofiihe F«^er of iS^ereigk'A 

noineroiis Bfiaefits tituui ;any one ^ 

them could pretend to procure alone ; ^ 

or if die to defiand themibhAes/ irom 

.IDtangers whidi the Weakitefs) of liil^ 

.: mane Nature maxib them ix» appre^ 

- bbnd, fo lobg as they conrtiim'd to Jive 

apart^ difporsM thro' Wood^ and 

Wilds^ inoef&ntlyexposMtotfaeFurf 

ofother Ammats, and the Infiiics of 

ocber Men^ «9^a would eid«er becoora 

hcM ki enterprising, or more ftrong 

and robuft in executing their ^idcca 

Purpofes* 

she reiuires B^t Nature has ndt ftop'd here j 

am to ob' after having enclinM Men to live in 

^rnlcfiJi^^^^^ for their mutual Advantage, 

the Support (fflie farther required, that in eirder ttf 
*• form this Union, and render k firm 

a<nd lading, that it might not be fub* 
jcft to Interruption or Conlufion, evo* 
ry one fbould oi>ferve, in the Condaft 
of his Life, all that (m) without whkb 
human Society could not abfolutely 
fobfifl:, and this Law of Nature may 
be lookM upon as a Law truW divine. 
In a word, whoever is deurous ft> 
come to an end of any thing, ought 
at the fame time to defire all the 



Cm) See PufFcndorf * Uvf of Kmttre ani Nimnu 
oih, 2. Cap. 3. ■ ' . •» •- • 



R^afon. ; Why -. tbaa .would • yjoy not 
ley y/ t^t finc» ; <5p4 iwdouhfiedyiy fees 
tjbriii'^iety is beiOigfiGiad ^lujt mx^rv 

1^61,1)0 nmke all their De£q^$ tencl 

tQwaitIt rieQddag chemfeli^es ha^y« 

it is confonnaWe to feis Prcfyideacft 

sind infinite Wifdom to believi^i' that 

l»\ ribreby iffi^ccib'd, alJ thatjfeqm'd 

liroper to formal fii|^EK>rt^}Hiinaa 

§oi^y> and forbid oa the oonl^ary aR 

idiad^/jfie^ded towards diil:ufb>i^; Md 

dcftooyingit. !. ' 

^ :Let w hold thenibr an undeniable^ w^-*^^*^ 

and certain Truth, that the State pf^^^ ;^'vJ^ 

Manure is a Sttite of liberty, but oitunmi^u : 

ittck e :Lifcert5i (Iw I (^ 

i»pei^ttBg it here) that l^as noe^g di 

Xicettfigufocfe iaa common .wkh it. In 

a wor4 wlioever follows the Law of 

Niatute ucyder die Diredion of |lea<* 

fon, bss a Right to mal^e ufe of Ms 

Members or Subftance to pi^ferve, as 

oaochr as in h^ Hes, him&^ or any 

adnac PerfoG he has a Kintibaefs for» 

to c^pofe an im^ Violence th>£ 

threatens hini oc . his Friend^ and to 

revenge the Injuries that may have 

been done him j but this not Xfi gcatU 



t6 Of the Tctioeit of S&t/ertignsJ 

fy his Vengeance, which is inhumatf, 
but to ihake fuch an Example ^ may 
for the future fecure him and others^ 
Beddes, to injure another Man, who 
is united to us by the Ties of the fame 
Origin, and the fame Reafon, who is 
alike fenfible of Good and Evil, and 
is equally under the Care and Prote- 
ftioii of Divine Providence : To in- 
jure him, I fay, out of meet Wan- 
tonnefs, isagainftBeafon, which re- 
quires Mankind to be fociable, and 
confequently that they (houid render 
themfelves ufeful and agreeable one to 
another. For how can we live with 
fuch as are hurtful and vexatious to 
ws ? 
Tfi$menkn^^ WouM to God Men rightly com- 
ZtJiiti prehended the Importanceliid Neccf- 
to remnmee tbe fity of this Sacred and Inviolable law 
SfeT/'^ of Nature. They might certainly 
turey 0idfom have livM each Man as he pleasM^ ac^ 
ciM7Jarfrtiei.^Qj.jingto the native Freedom of the 
firft Ages, and nothing obligM any 
Man to govern himfelf by another^ 
Will, rather than by his own^ but 
fad Experience taught them, that they 
muft take other Meafures (n)^ They 



(ff) See Puffendorfi lirv of ^akre mt N'dtkns^ 
Lib* SvCapti §• '• ," ■ .^ . * ' . . • 
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foon perceivM, if every one livM as he 
lifted, there would be no Peace, no 
Quiet, no Liberty in the World ; and 
that nothing but Troubles, Fears, 
and perpetual Infults would attend, 
the Life of Man, which would 
be always in Danger ; for Ava* 
rice and Ambition, two evil Coun- 
fellors^ put out the Light of Rea- 
ion, by which Nature would have 
every Man guide himfelf, and with- 
out which nothing ufefiil and fo* 
lid is to be acquired. If every 
one was to juoge decifively as 
to what concern'd himfelf, (and 
naturally no Man is fubje£ted to the 
Jurifdiftion of another) how would 
it be poffible to prevent Prejudice 
and Partiality ? Some would be pre- 
pofTefsM by the Illufions of Error and 
Ignorance, fbnie would be tranfported 
by Choler, or other PaflSions, which 
would hinder their feeing the Truth, 
and carry them beyond the Bounds of 
Juftice to maintain their proper 
Right ; from whence Difputes, Quar- 
rels, Duels, Murders, Robberies, 
and a thoufand Diforders would arife. 
Can one imagine, that 'twould be 
poflibie to live eafily and happily 
amidft fo many dangerous and doubt- 



1 8 Of the Ponder of Swereignf. 

ful Wai-s ? Who could depencj on his 
own Strength or Capacity fo much^ 
as to defend himfclf from the Fraud 
or Violence of another ? Who could 
be fafe in all Times^ a:ll KaceSj^ and 
againft atl Men? Several riierefore 
who were weary of thefe continual 
Fears and Dilquiets, agreed to joift 
their mutual Forces together, and to 
form a Plan of Society, m which they 
hopM to find fo many Advant^cs^ 
that they gladhr renounced a fdvage 
fort of Life, full of Perils, to en^- 
hrace a quiet and peaceable one ; nf 
doing which, they afted even kccord- 
iog to the Law of Nature, that obli- 
ges every Man t6 endeavour bis owrv 
Prefervation. By this Community 
of Right, into which they enter^d^ 
thofe who before liv'd particularly 
and feparately, made now a Body-- 
Politick ; by which they agreed,, that 
each Man fhould enjoy nis own Liber- 
ty, without attempting any thing a- 
gainft that of others ; and if any one 
IJiould make any fuch Attempt, the 
injurM Perfon mould not repel the 
IhTuli: by his private Authority, as he 
might have done before, but be de- 
fended hY the Meafures concerted 
between them and tlveii: ^oiat-Fdrces. 
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it being obferv'd aftetwards, that 
'IWas iiftpoflible for all the Members 
of the Society to itttet together at 
all tiittes, to regulate publick and pri- 
Vftfe Affaii's ; attd that 'twas in the 
tfleati timd neceflkry the InjurM fhould 
b# defended and i<ef*tftgM by ways 
Cdnfoiiftlable to *he Lavr of Nature, 
't#as fOUrkl cottVefnieiit to choofe (0) 
by common Confettt fome Perfon di 
^tmftk Probity and Wifdom, who 
had tlie Chtirge oF looking after the 
WelfWe Of the Sbdety ehtrufted Nvith 
hirftj was to heftr all Parties Reafcms 
(jmetly, give Judgnient without Ani- 
lliolity^ l^ithotit Pafiion^ and in a 
Method dOnforMable to the publick 
Goody and thu6 maintain the common - 
Right <rf Naftii?e, by an exad Obfer^ 



iOi 



(joT ^Ik thus that tts Anticnts reprefem the Origin of 
tf&^(ffhntfiui dnd it UfiScim id ^tt vAit Cicero fajs 
ktt^tlicis xffi this SkijeS. Oi^sits ahtiqua^ Gentei Re^ 
gi^ quondam paroer^t : ^od genus imperii pri- 
nfifm slid dbifiines jaftifliinos h rapientiflimos defere- 
hiiir- Oe Legtt, lih 3. ri^. ^. Mihi qi»dem noa 
i^^ Mcd9s (Mua>) Mt ait Beroiotus^ fed ectam apad 
MajoFes noftros',}uftiti2 ffuendas causa, videntur oiim 
b^hfe'ifioraii Regcfs conAitutr. Nam cum prcmexe- 
twc mop!» siulcittido ab iis^ qui majores opes habe* 
banc, ad tniiiin aliqu^m confugiebant^ virtuce prse- 
ftiffcem, qui cbift proKberct irijaria tcnuiorcs, a?qui* 
Utc conflrcuenda Uimmos cum infimis pari jare reti^ 
aebacv JhOffic* lib^z. ci^.iz. 

C 2 vmoxv 
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vation of a juft Equality. To enable 
him to difcharge this Truft, and cor- 
reft the Folly of fuch, as either out 
of Stupidity do not underftand the 
Advantages of civil Life^ or out of 
a brutal Rudenefs^ infolently tram- 
ple under Foot the Laws of the Com* 
munity, each Member conferrM on 
this Perfon the Strength and Power 
he lield of Nature. 
The very iVi- And why do you think, Gentlemen, 

ties Jhero, that gitininj^ of Givil Societies ? 'Tis to 
Sovereign Ju- jhew you that Sovereignty is not a 
mS %Z Natural Thing, like the Laws of Hu. 
robot is necejjd' mane Socicty, but that Men being 
/iftS/"^ all born free, and each Man fovereign 
Judge as to what regards his proper 
Intereft, did afterwards voluntarily, 
and by Conditions among themfelves, 
eftablifli the Sovereign Authority of 
Civil Government, By this Means, 
tho each Man ceasM to be the Deifen- 
der of his own Liberty, and was not 
permitted to do any thing which the 
Prince or Sovereign Magiftrate did 
not think convenient for the Good 
of the Publick ; yet this Supream 
Power was not founded on the Ruin 
of the Community, nor intended to 
deitroy them, but to defend them, 
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and order all things for the Benefit 
of the Common- wealth. In a word, 
'twas not pretended that the reft 
fhould fubmit to all the Humoui s and 
Fancies of the Sovereign^ but they 
put themfelves under his Proteftion, 
confiding in his Honour and Juftice. 
Is there - die leaft Likelihood, that 
Men of common Senfe, who united 
themlelves under the fame Civil Go- 
vernment, with a Defign to enjoy 
peaceably and quietly the PofTeflions 
they inherited of Nature, could be {q 
mad as entirely to deftroy afi:erwards 
the very End for which they formed 
themfelves into a Society ; and, for 
the Sake of the Sovereign, renounce 
all their Rights and natural Privileges^ 
to become like a Herd of Beafts, 
whofe Owner makes the molt Advan- 
tage of them he can, feeds them, 
hunts them, fhoots them, ftieers them, 
kills them, fleas them, and eats them 
as he pleafes. Let us not imagine any 
fuch thing, fo contrary to Reafon, 
common Senfe, and the Lgiw of Nar 
ture. 'Twas not to have a King or 
^ Prince, that Men fubjecled them- 
felves to the Yoke of Civil Govern- 
ment ; but the Reafoti why evet^j 
particuJar Man chofe rath^v to Wc^* 

C J mv% 
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mit himfelf to the Judgment of the 
State, 01,' thofe that repref^nt it, than 
preferve the Right of his own Judg- 
ment, was that with due Refped to 
tjie Sovereign Power he plight freely 
^nd iafely do what he thought lit^ 
be Matter of his own Body, ^nd dil^ 
pofe of his Goods as he pleas'd. If 
any one asks pie, Hqw f^i^ ^^ Rights 
of Sovereignty extend ? 'TwiU be e»fy 
to anfwer that Queftion in one Word ; 
For you fee, by what \ have faid, tha^ 
the Prince or Sovereign Magiftrate, 
(/ ) whatever Title is given hioEi, re-^ 
feiy'd no more Power over bis Sub^ 
jects, and what belongs to theia, than 
y^hat th? XdvaQt^e of the Civil So-i 
piety fequires, or than is fufficicnt 
^ order things fg^ tt]^t every Man 
ro^iy live fefely ^ivi ff «ely : If he goes 
beyond tl^e Bounds, ^nd puts the 
pttblick and private Powers, that are 
Jodg'd with him, tq an JU ufe, he be, 
lies his Chiirafitejr, j^nd dctes v^t. ac^ 
jike a Prinze or M^iftf ?te. 






- if) Ideo Principcs Rege(^uc, & quocqmquc alio 
rnpjh Lit. i, Op. A, ' 

• — -J . tt * . * 
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Tliefe, Gentkmea, are myThoughts 'p^ ^^^ ^^f' 
of this Matter : If you are of another^^^^*}^ 
Opiaioni you may keep it, for me j I have made oyer 
don't pretend to force any one to be « t-fn^^^l^ 
or mine : I only defire you to conli- priwe fy a 
der weU with your felves, on what f^^J^^^ ^^- 
Claufes and Conditions the Sovereiga 
Power was made over to the Prince* 
If you allow, and nothing is mord 
jufl:^ that the publick Good Ihould be 
the Sovereign h^w^ there's then po 
room to doubt, but that while the 
Prince has that ii| view, he is au* 
tboris'd by the PeOfJe ; and may, ac^* 
cording to all Rules of Divine and Hu- 
Qiane Right, punifh thole who opea« 
jy break a l^w, eftablifliM to prefer vief 
the Safety gtnd Liberty of every Mad^ 
to \vhich all gave their Confent, by 
the Lights of natural Reaforiy and con- 
iecjuently with Divine Approbation; 
But affoon as the Prince exceed? 
tliofe Bounds^ and confulting no Rul^ 
but his Cdfrne^ makes uie of the 
publick and private Powers, with 
which he is entrufted, to deftroy the 
People, inftcad.of procuring their Ad^i^ 
yaijtage; He in fqcli Cafe ads of him- 
ielf, and in no wife by virtue of the 
Tr ufl committed to his Charge. Caa 
ipy thing be moie plain ? Ttv^^'^ 
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no need of diftinguifhing here between 
thofe Princes who are obligM folemn- 
ly to fwear to be careful of the Com* 
mon^wealth, and convenant to for- 
feit the Title and Rights of a Sove- 
reign if he acts otherwife, and thofe 
who do not hold the Sovereign Au- 
thority by any formal Contract ; for 
be it one way or other, the Prince 
derives his Power from the People 
only ; and the People never can de- 
pend on any mortal Man, but by 
Virtue of their own Confent. They 
are all by Nature independent; and 
no doubt God and Reafon permit 
them to employ their Strength, ei* 
^ ther for their own or another's Pre* 
fefvation and Liberty. 
iTeitber it H This Argument, faV you, would be 
0fy more necej' right J if the People folemnly obliged 
fejJjlS' the Prince to follow certain Laws ; 
engage m A Jo- hut how Can it hold where Princes 
^7^^ lie under nofuch folemn Obligation, 
'tmimT' where their Power is purely and Am- 
ply eftablifliM without any Contrafl: 
whatfoever ? from fuch Princes, 
Good Lord deliver us! For 'tis true, 
the Sovereign Authority may be thus 
made over to a Perfon, tho not with- 
out a great deal of Bafenefs and Im* 
pmdeocQ i ¥et^ if wft* may ^ive Crc- 
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dit to the Records of Antiquity ( f .), 
this was commonly dfine in the Sim* 
pUcityof the firft Ages, when Kings 
'were not advanced to die Throne fay 
Faftioiis arid Intrigues, but by die 
favourable Opiijion Men had of their 
lyifdom and Virtue. In this Cafe, 
the Prince governs the State as h6 
thinks fit, his Will ferves inftead of 
X.aw, and he has^ in one Senfe, an un- 
limited Power. However the very 
IsTature of the Thing, and the Con- 
lideration of the ufual manner of 
!Mens Proceedings, do not fufFer one 
to believe, that the Prince Can ever 
be authorize to commit all forts of 
Infamy, Crimes, and Injuftice, under 
Colour of the Peoples having chofen 
him as a Man of Honour, to be the 
Sovereign Jijdge of the Interefts bodi 
of the State and of particular Perfons. 
They did not imagine there was any 
Occafion of obliging him by a fo- 
lemn Contrafl:, to do what they law 
he inclined to do of himfelf, when 



( j) Principio rerun). Gentium Nationumque Im* 
perium penes Reges erat : quos act faftigium hujus 
majeffatis non ambitio popularis, fed fpeilata inter 
bbrtos moderatiojprovehebac. Populus nuilis Legibus 
cenebatur: arbitria Principum pro Legibus ctadti 
Jujiin, Lib. x. Cdp. u SecaIfoScix^Q*E0.<)o. 
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they put fo great and abfolute a Power 
into his Hands. If the People have 
not expi'efly given the Prince aa un.- 
limited Authority, ^tis to befiipposM 
diey tacitely ftipulated with him to 
maKe ufe or his Power, not according 
to his Caprice^ but according to the 
Rules of the Lmw of Nature : for what 
can be more agreeable to the Temper 
of Mankind, who have alwajrs thdx 
Interell in view, than to explain their 
Intention, that one may prefume they 
never negleft any thing whkh is for 
their Advantage ( r ), and will never 
be the Caufe or Inftrument of their 
own Deftruftion. If the Prioce go* 
vems bimfelf by this Maxim, if he 
anfwers the Expedation of the People, 
it entitles liim to an uoqueftipnable 
Bight of exaBiing Obedience. C>n the 
contrary, if he does not take Care o£ 
his Subjeds, or if he works their Ruin, 
he ads againft the Will of the People^ 
and confequently without any Right : 
For tho in invtfting him with the 
whole Authority purely and finjply^ 



Cr; Sec Junii Bruti Vindiciae contra Tyrantto$* 
Qli^ft^ I. fig, 9g. acfeqqu* 
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without referving any part of it hy 
an ex]^^rs CUuTe, or making SiXff 
Cun4it:iQn$ with him, 'tis to be pre> 
fumM, they conferrM the m^ abib- 
jute Sovereignty on him ; yet wc can* 
not imagine, they gave him more 
iPower QV6I' them, than each Man had 
over himfelf before the Foundation of 
Civil Sopigties, and who then had a 
Right to do Hurt to himfelf, or to 
anpther ? No body, moft certainly : 
Ev^ry Mid might only take Care of 
{lis own or another's Prefervation, 
And when they join'd together in a 
Community, or Body-Folitick, and 
thit they might in common enjoy 
their natural Rights, fet a Chief 
or Ff it)ce oyeK' them , 'tis plain 
ttiey nieant this, and nothing el(e 

fey «. 

Thefe Truths, Gentlemen, are fo^p«r<*fc»»« 

apparent, that 'twould be Lofs of^'|w«^/y- 
Time to enlarge further upon them.cretiantothe 

"We ni-oceed therefiore to other Refte- ^Tt!T a! 
ions that oner oatne matter. Is it ira- not bj tbu give. 
poffible, feme cry, for a People to fub- *»'«'« mhur^- 

jeft themfelves to a Dejfotick Govern- ^*'*''* 
ment ? No i 'tis pofliWe, and has beea 
praftis'd, but not without much Dif- 
ficulty, and when the Neceffity qf 
their Att'S liad reduc'd them xp ft>. 
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wretched an Extremity. (J) As f 
Example : When after long Struggli 
a Nation has loft the Flower of Iw 
Youth^ and fees the State on tl 
Brisk of Ruin, Ihe then delivers (i 
her felf, her Cities, Territories, Tea 
pies, and all her Rights, Divine an 
Humane, into the Hands of a Conque 
ror, or fome other People, to whom ft 
furrenders her felf at Difcretion : 
when (he has been brought into fo m: 
ferable a Condition by a great Famine 
as to have no other way of fubfiftin| 
but by yielding to another on thol 
hard Terms : Or when the Pofture c 
Affairs i$ fuch, that fhe believes tfa 
State cannot fupport it felf, unlefs i 
is under the Government, and the at: 
fblute Government too, of a fin^l 
Perfon, Granting fuch a Surrena? 
is made, has the Prince, who is thu 



0) Sei Examples in Qrotius de Jare Belli & Padi 
iJb. I. Cif. 3. $. 8. rn^n. 3, ^ feqq. gni in F^offi^n 
dorPx Law of Nature and Nations. Book 7. C&i/, t 

(t) The Terms usU by the Deputies of the Cannpaniani 
fvLivy, lJb»j» Cap*^u Qi^ndoj|uidem» inydt^m 
ftra ttieri advcrfus vim atque injuriam jufta vi no 
vultis ; veftra certe defendetis* Itaque Popalum Can 
panum, urbemque Capuam, agros, delubra Deun 
divina humanaque omnia in Teftram,PatresCon(crii 

tfp PopuliqaeKoaiaitudiAmtt^k^j^tKO!^ 
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become Mafter of the People^ any 
Caufe to believe, he may difpoteN 
of what concerns the Safety of tfie 
State, or particular Perfons, who have 
fubmitted to him, according to his 
Fancy ? I know fome Men, Gentle- 
men, are ready to maintain fuch an 
extravagant Tnought ; and will dare 
to affirm, that fuch a People may be 
treated as a Company of Slaves, over 
whom the abfolute Sovereign has as 
much Power, as each of them had 
before over himielf, and what be- 
longed to him ; That the People ha- 
ving rfiemfelves confented to this 
boundlefs Power of the Prince, they 
have no Reafon to complain, if he 
exads an entire Submiilion from 
them, it being what they voluntarily^ 
engag'd to pay him. All this does 
not make againfl: me, efpecially if I 
(hew, and nothing is more eafy, that 
even in a Contrad of this Nature, 
the People who fubmit themfelves at 
Difcretion to the Empire of another, 
had at the fame time tlieir own Ad- 
vantage in ProlpeQ: : I fay further, 
If they would have entirely renounced 
it, 'twas not in their Power. 'Tis 
indifputably a Law of Nature, that 
each Man fliould feek what is ovo- 
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fitable ; and, 6n thd contrary^ avoid 
wtttt is hurtful for him : Divine Yto* 
vidence has eftablifh'd this La^ for 
the Prefer vation of Mankind («)• 
No body fhould difpenfe with {t\ 
and if they would, 'tis im];)offibie. 
If any one wiflies ill to himftlf) *eid 
not as an 111, but: as (bmdthinf in 
wiiich he thinks there*;^ kfs' itt than 
ia another thing from whidi he w^uld 
be delivered. AswlieU) fofftcample; 
Man de(ire» Death, after which *iiii 
eomnionly faid the MifemMe ' figh | 
if he prays to Heaf eii for it^ *tJs iMt 
M a wretched thiitg, but i^ the 6tid 
of a melanchdly wretched li^: This 
being granted, who will preftftife n» 
maintaiff, Thac a MaA wh6 has dlK* 
lig'd himfelf to do fdmethif^^ wludi 
will ruin him if he does it)- is b6aiid 

by tlie X^MT Oif Nstitre religiottfly tH) 

keep fuch a Covenant : Ccirtaialy hi 
did iiort intend his oWit Deih^ti^itid^ 
but proposed fome Good to himfttf 
by that wiched Bngagemefit } Md 
wheft he fees his Hopes fmibat^^) 



^h^^^mmmmmm^mtmmm^bmmtMt 



( tt) Nataralia quidem Jura, qu* apud clBMlefe Gehf- 
Us- pera&q«c obfefvantur, diving quadfcr*! protideiitil 
conftituta, lemper firina atque immutdb^ia pcrma^ 
thfrtu ^!/?imt. Lib. i, r«*i* i- x(. 
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'tis plain he did not give his Confeat 
^to it ; for he finds what he did not 
feek after, and does not find what 
he did. Thus he is obligM bjr the Lan» 
of Nature not to follow that in whidl 
he was deceivM, and which leads to 
Deftrudion, but that which is con- 
formable to his proper Interejfts. Any, 
in, known to be fuch, cannot be tihe 
Objeft of the Will, nor endure the 
leaft Deliberation about it : This 
Maxim is obfervM in what relates ta 
private Contradls- between Man and 
Man ; (tr) and how much ftronger is 
it in what relates to publick Treaties 
which are infinitely rf more Irnpor* 
tance? For in the firft, there are 
only t^yoy or a few Perfons concernM, 
and who can fuflfer by it, whereas 
the Prefcrvation of an infinite Num- 
ber of Perlbtts depends on the othen 
Bfefides, the Body-Politick being 
formM, as every one knows, by the^ 
Union of particular Perfons, Reaibn 
will not fuffer one to think, that in 
joining themfclves together they ac- 
quired a Right over themfelves, which 
Nature before refusM each of them^ 



(w) Scs Puffcndor£*i Lgn of Nmure mii Natiom^. 
Book 5* Chdp. 12. §. ^2. 
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The Truth is, the End of thofc that 
founded Civil Societies was not to 
cancel the Obligations which the Law 
of Nature imposM on each Man before. 
On the contrary, each enter'd into 
the League, that he might be able to 
fetisfy them peaceably j and if we 
confider things aright, what is this 
Law of Naturcy but a Rule of Redfi^j 
which God himfelf has prefcribM to 
dired the Adions of Men, whether 
they Uve, each Man \n farticulgr^ or 
whether they are Members of a Body 
Foliticky into which they united them- 
felves to enjoy their Rights the more 
quietly, by reciprocal Amftance ? We 
cannot at leaft be fomad as to imagine 
thefe People ceas'd to be Men wnea 
they forfook the favage and rude Life 
tliey led before, to fecure the Enjoys 
ment of their natural Rights, by efta- 
blilhing Magiftrates and Civil Tribu- 
nals. This is moft certain, that what- 
ever Charader Fortune beftows on 
Men, they will be Men ftill : Nature 
has mark'd out a Model for all ^eir 
Aftions, for all their Contrails, as 
well publick as private ; fo that what- 
ever Condition they are in, thofe Con- 
trafts are no longer in Force than they 
are confonant to the primitive and e- 
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ternal Law of Self-prefervation, and 
confequently to the Divine Will ; 
which propofing that to it felf, with 
Reference to aU Men without Excep- 
tion, it follows of courfe that all Com- 
padls tending to the Ruin of Mankind 
are entirdy againft thel^sw oiJS/sture^ 
againft the Will of God, and void and 
null of themfelves. 

But it will be objefted, a particular ^<? r»bofeiis 
Perfon may fell his Liberty, wjiy ^:,fS^l 
therefore may not an entire Feo^le tit Mafler a 
fell theirs ? If I fhould allow it, Gen- Pomrovtrbm 
tlemen. 'twould be nothing to thelS'.^ ' 
Subjed I am treating of. The Que- bu nL^er in 
fHon is not j Whether he who is robbM ±rf t "/'' 
of his Liberty ought to fubmit to myice mij. 
a Slave, but if an entire People, or par- 
ticular Perfons, after having confented 
to Slavery, may not refume their Li- 
berty, when he, whom they chofe for 
their Matter, carries himfelf towards 
them cruelly and unjuftly ? You will, 
without doubt,(reply, ASlave is obliged 
to undergo every thing his Maftcr is 
difposM to do to him, that this is the 
neceffary Confequence of Slavery, 
and the Right of Property which e- 
very Lord has over his Slave, becaufe 
a Slave is not reckoned a Perfon, but 
belongs to his Lord, as au O^ ot ^ 
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Sheep, an Apple or a Pear, and his 
Lord may without doubt ufe him as 
he pleafes, as well as his Cattle, his 
Trees, or other Goods, which he may 
-keep or deftroy as he thinks fit, either 
but of Reafon or Caprice, and no bo- 
dy has any Right to hinder him. With 
your Leave, Gentlemen, this is to 
fuppofe falfe, and conclude ill ; and 
if you will make ufe of common 
Senfe, you will not be long of this 
Opinion, tho it has a great Number 
ot Followers : For unlefs you will 
quite deftroy the true Nanaes of 
Things^ Reafon will never approve, 
that this pretended Right, without 
Bounds, fhould be term'd the Right a 
Mafter has over his Slave, or a Pro- 
prietor over his Goods ; fhe reprefents 
it to us ratjier like a Fury begot 
by the Pride of Man, and entire- 
ly oppofite to the Laws of Nations, 
upon which that of Matters over 
their Slaves, and Proprietors over 
their Goods is founded (x). If you 

will 



(x) The Author feUowivg the Ideas of the Roman Lam- 

ycrs^ by Law of N/ttions means that which N'eceffst/ jui 

the Cares of life have efhbUJh'd amomgalmoji aU NaUoins^ 

confcrmabk to the Lights of Natural J(eafon. Quod 

veto Naturalis Ratio intct otMvc% Y^omvwt"s»c^x&vwitt 
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will attend a few Minutes to the De- 
monftration of fo important a Truth, I 
Jhall give you fuch convincing Proofe 
of it, as will be unanfwerable. Let 
us begin with the Right of a Matter 
over his Slave, confiderM as one to 
whom the latter has refignM his Li- 
berty. If we confult thQ Lights of 
Realbn, there's no more Caufe for 
reckoning the Slave to be nothing in 
Human Society, than there is to think 
fo of the Matter ; a Slave is a Man ttill. 
Nature made him fo ; but 'twas his 
O) Misfortunes that made him. a 
Slave. This Condition happens fe- 
veral ways : (z^ The one after being 
conquered is bound in Chains, or 



id apod omnes perzque cuflodiCur, vocaturque Jm 

Gentium^ qnafi quo Jare omnes Gentes ucantur 

Jure Gentium Servitus invafit • . . eS hoc Jure. . . . 
Dominia dininaa. JHgefi. Ub. u Tit. i. De Juftitl^ 
&Jurc. Ug.4>9. 

(y) Nee Natura tfllis, fedFortuna Dominumdedit. 
Q^ttUm. Deckm. 13. pag. 188. Ed. Lugd. 6at» Dixit 
CAJ^t^tiusJi neminem natum Liberum cife, neminem 
Servum : h^c poftea nomina (ingulis intpofuiffi: Fbr* 
tunam. Senec Camrov. Ub. 3, Cmtr. 21. p. 214. Ed« 
Gron. Q^iod atcinet ad Jus Civile, Servi pro nuUis 
habentur : non tamen & Jure Natural! j quia, quod 
ad Jus Naturale attinec, omnes Homines aequalea 
fiuit. Vlptjm. lib. 50. Tiu 17. De divcrf. Regul. Ju- 
ris, Leg. 32. 

,Ct) ^ce PufFendorf'i Im of Nature and Natims*. 
Lib. 6. Cap. 3. 

D 2 t\ltCWXi» 
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thrown into Prifon ; the other has 
the Liberty of his Body on his P/e- 
role. As to the former, the Right of 
War remains in all its Force between 
Iwm and his Conqueror, unlels it is 
cancell'd by fome Agreement ; nei- 
ther of them dares truft the other, 
and the Vidor for that Reafon keeps 
tlie VanquilhM in Chains, or in Pri- 
fon : In a word, the Slave h4$ no 
Engagement with his Matter, nor the 
M&er with his Slave ; their Rights 
arc the fame, with Refpeft to each 
other ; they are both in a State of Na- 
ture, both independent, bothjudgts, 
and Avengers of the Injuries done 
them : Thus if the Mafter Wilt Cha- 
ftife, or even kill his Prifoner, he may 
lawfully do it by the Laws of War ; and 
on the other lund, the Frifoner may, 
according to the Law of Nations^ 
make his Efcape from the Hands or 
his Enemy, by Force, or what other 
means he can think of. If a Pcrfon 
becomes a Slave, not thro^ Violence, 
but in Performance of a Promife made, 
whether or not be fells his Liberty for 
Subfiftance, or whether he received 
his Life from the Hands of his Con- 
queror, on Condition he fliould be a 
6iave; In fuch Cafe xiva En^^ement 
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into which he enters, does not only 
tend to the Mafter's Advantage, it 
alfo has relation to the Intereft of the 
SUve himfelf ; -both Parties, as *tis the 
Nature of all -Bargains, have their 
particular Profit, in view by it ; the 
Slave to fave his Life obliges himfelf 
to ferve the Mafter, and the Mafter 
;ives him his Life to reap the Profit of 
lis Service ; fb that they both find 
their Account in it : Therefore as the 
Slav? is bound to ferve the Mafter, the 
Mafter has art indifpenfible Duty up- 
on him by the t^rv of NAtions^ to 
give his Slave his Life. If the Mafter 
breaks this Contrafl, and ufes the 
Slave fo ill, that his Life is rendred 
worfe than Death, the Slave is then 
quit of all Obligation, becaufe he did 
not oblige himfelf but for his own 
Good, and not to render his Condi- 
tion infupportable. By this Means 
he returns to the State of Nature, has 
a Title to his Natural Rights, and 
may either fly from, or even kill his 
Enemy. There needs no more to be 
faid as to the Power of a Mafter, tp 
whom a Slave has refign'd his Li- 
berty. 

We come now to the Rights of a 
Mafter, as he is the Proprietor o? 

^ D 3 Vvvi 
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his Slave : And here Perfons are apt to 
run into as bad, or rather a worfe Er- 
ror ; for 'tis certainly not the Intereft 
of a Proprietor to deftroy Jiis Goods. 
There will be no Occafion of going 
far for Proofs of this Affertion : For 
what reafon did Men at firft intro- 
duce Propriety of Goods ? Was it 
that a particular Portion might be 
affignM to every Man, that they might 
wafte them according to their Fancy ? 
No, doubtlefs: 'Twas that each Man 
might enjoy them fafely and peacea- 
bly, and as he thought moft proper 
for his own Prefervation. If a prodi- 
gal Proprietor deftroys his Goods with- 
out any Neceflity, 'tis his Bufinefs to 
juftify his Condud to the World : For 
all wife Men, who are ftrift Obfer- 
vers of the Law of Nature^ will take 
him for a Mad- man, and not think his 
Prodigality is a Sign of his Wealth 
and Magnificence. Indeed, is there 
any thing more abfurd and ftiameful, 
than to pretend a thing is ours, by 
Virtue of a Title founded on natural 
Re9,fon, and when we afterwards poft 
fefs it, to burn it, fpoil it, or fo deftroy 
it, that 'tis of no Qfe to us ; not on- 
ly common Senfe, but fometimes the 
Larp it felf condemns fuch Abufes. 'TiS 



V ^ 
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on this Account, that the (a) Law of 
the XII. Tal?/es appoints Tutors for P//- 
pilsy and Guardiam for Lu^aticks ; 
that the Letorim Law ordains the 
Judges to deprive Prodigals, who la- 
vifh away their Eftates, of the Difpo- 
fal of them, and put them under the 
Tuition of their Relations. {V) On 
this Account the Emperor Marcus Au^ 
reliusy fo religious an Obfer ver of Ju- 
ftice, confidering the want of Condud 
in Youth, was the firft that ordered 
Guardians (c) for all young Perlbns, 
without obliging them to give any o- 
tber Reafon than the Age of their Pu* 



(4) See Cicero de Invent, lib. 2. CAf. 50. & Tufti^ 
Qji^ft. 3,5. & Digcft. Lib. 26. Tit. 4. De Legitimis 
Tutoribus Leg. i. & Inftitut, lAb. i; Tit, 23, Dc 
Curatoribus, The Law of the Twelve Tables take awoj^ 
from Prodigals the Management of their Ejlates. Lege 
XII. Tabuianim Prodigo interdicitur bonorum fuo- 
rum adminiftratio, Digejl. Lib. 27, Tit- 10. De Cu- 
ratoribus, &c. Leg. I. 

{b) ^Tis the Definition which the Civil Law gives 
it. Scd folent hodie Practores vel Prdcfides, fi talcm 
hom,inem invenerint, qui neque tempus neque fipem 
expenfariim habet, fed bona lua dilacerando & duii- 
pando profuridit, Curatorem ei dare, exemplo Furi* 
oil. Digefi. Lib, 27. Tit. 16. Leg. i. 

{c) De Curatoribus ver6 c5m ante nonnifi ex Lege 
Latoria vel propter lafciviam, vel propter dementiam 
darentur, ita ftatuit {JtA, Antomnus^ ut omnes adql- 
ti Curatores accipereiit, non redchtis caufis, Jul, Co- 
pitolin. Cap. 10. See VinniusJMpow the Infticutcs, Lib* i. 
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pils; whereas before they muft charge 
them with Extravagance or Debau- 
chery, by the Letorian Law. Thefe 
wife Law-givers faw 'twas the Inte- 
reft of the Publick not to leave the 
Management of his Goods to the Pro- 
prietor himfelf, till he was of Age, or 
in a Difpofition of Mind fit to take 
Care of his Patrimony, and govern 
himfelf with good Oeconomy, 

I am not ignorant. Gentlemen^ that 
according to the Civil Laws, a Mafter 
had in old times a Right over the Life 
and Death of his Slave : But the End 
of thofe, who made that Law, was 
not to authorize Mafters to abufe 
their Power •, 'twas only to awe vil- 
lanous and mutinous Slaves, who 
flood in need of a Difcipline fome- 
what fevere, and 'twas thought that 
Power could not be intrufted with 
any one better than with the Mafters 
themfelves, who had the greateft In- 
terelt in correcting their Slaves, 
and in preferving their Lives . For 
this Reafon the Larvs make the 
Paternal Authority (^) facred and 
inviolable, in giving Fathers a Power 



X 



f//^ J"ff Puffcidorf. Li6. i. C«2. 2. ?. il. 
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of the Life and Death over their Chil- 
dren; not that it intendedFathers fhoiild 
take away the Lives they gave their 
Children, to pleafe their Caprice ; but 
the Education of Children being a ve- 
ry delicate and difficult thing, all the 
Authority neceflary to command Re- 
fpeft, was given Parents over their 
Children. Befides, 'twas found of 
abfolute Neceffity for the Advantage 
of the Children themfelves, that fome- 
body (hould direft the furious Heat 
' of Youth ; and there was no Fear that 
Fathers would treat their Children 
with too much Rigour, fince if they 
errM in their Carriage towards them, 
'tis commonly by being too indulgent^ 
But when it was afterwards exjperi- 
enc'd, that there were Fathers and 
Mafters, who abufed their Power, and 
inftead of exercifing it with AfFeftion^j 
according to the Intention of the Law, 
(^) us'd it with Cruelty ; not only 
the Authority of Fathers was mode- 
rated, but Judges were appointed to 
hear even the Complaints of Slaves, 



(e) Nam Patria Poteftas in pietate debet, non a- 
trocicatc, confiftere. Digefi. lib. 48. 7». 9. De Lege 
Pompeiai de Parricidiis, Lej^. 5. 



\ 
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(/j and if a Mafter was intoJerably 
cruel to his Slave, he was oblig'd to 
fell him, and that without making 
J3L Bargain to his Slaveys Difadvantage. 
Further, Antoninus Pius ordainM, that 
if any one flew his Slave, without ha- 
ving any juft Caufe to do it, he Ihould 
•fuflfer the fame Punifliment that by 
the Cornelian Law was inflided on 
Affaflins, and fo if he kilPd another 
Man's Slave. 3ince then 'twas thought 
rq^fonable to fet Bounds to the Slave- 
ry of particular Perfons, why is there 
npt as much Equity to do it for an 
enflav'd Nation .? 

^u'An J ^*^i% no moreon thisQueftion, 
tbetmenedri' what I have already faid being fuifi- 
'k ^{is^c^ci^cit to decide it. But there's a new 
Roman %opk Battery raisM by learned Men of the 
is difcours'd of. firfl: Order, who aflert, that a Prince, 
tJ!lLZl to>yhoniapure and fimple Sovereign- 
Roman Empe^ ty has been conceded without any 

rors were above 

the Laws, that \ 

would be no 

J^^fonforO' (/ ) SM hoc tempore nullis homialbus, qui fub 

rber Princes to ^"iperio noftro funt, licet fine causa Legibus cognita, 

he fo, ^^ Servos fuos faf vire. ^ Nam ex conftitutione Divi 

Amoniniy qui fine causa fervum fuum occiderit, non 

minus puniri jubetur, quam fi alienum Scrvum occi- 

tleiit Propcepit, uc fi intolerabilis videatur fx- 

vitia Dominorum, cogantur Servos fuos bonis conditi- 
onibus vendere. Irflhuu Lib.u Tit. 8. De liisqai lui, 
\^\ aiicni juris funt, §. 2. See vokat follows^ Where jou 
will find tke prober Terms (^ Aatonin. Refcrip. 
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Stipulations, and much more on^, to 
whom a People has fubmitted as to 
an abfolute Mafter, is entirely^ above 
the Laws ; and they believe they can 
prove it invincibly, by theS Example 
of the Roman Emperors, who were 
fuch abfolute Sovereigns, as appears, 
fay fome, by the formal Evidence of 
(g) Dion Cajjius^ and the authentick 
Declarations of the Civil Laws : For 
who does not know that there are thefe 
Words of Vlpian in the Digefi. and he 
was a learned and grave Lawyer (ki) ? 

The Prince ^ difcharged from the Obliga^ 
tion of obferving the Lawsy and as for 
the Emprefsy tho {be is not in herjelf a-- 
hove the Larps^ the Prince her Husband 
communicates his Privileges to her. Thus 
we are fent back to the Laws of the 
Roman People, and the Decifions of the 
Civil Law^ : But we are here for Rea- 
fons, and not for Authorities ; we are 
difcourfing of the Power of Sovereigns 



PAyKdiai voiiiTieif e5ai. Hift. Lib. 53* 

(b) Princeps Legibus folutuseA : Augufta autem, 
licet Legibus Toluta non eft, Principes tamen eadem 
illi privilegia tribuunt, quse ipfi hdbetit.Dfgefi, Ub. 
I. Tit. 3. De Legibus, ^c. Leg, 31. ex Ulpiana. 
Ub. 13, sd Legem Juliam & Papiam. 

'■^ • - VOL 
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in general, and it fignifies nothing to 
alledge the particular Laws of a State. 
We muft look into thofe of that Great 
Republick,which had no other Bounds 
but the Courfe of the Sun. However, 
if fome Perions will, at any rate, have 
this Difpute try'd by the Civil Laws, 
tho with good Reaion I refus'd it at 
firft, I confent now to be judgM by 
it ; for I can never perfwade my felf, 
that fo wife and upright a Lawyer as 
Vlpianj defignM, by a bafe and ill- 
grounded Piece of Flattery, fo wick- 
edly to corrupt the Rules of that 
beautiful Science, which in other Pla- 
ces he reports with fo much Xare 
for the common Advantage of Man* 
tind. 
uipiani/iwf But does he not fay ia exprefs 

y^tfcUw Xerms, that the Prime u difcharged 
Zhenh%s, from the Obligation ofobferving the Laws ? 
Princes are 'Tis true. The Queftion is then, 
Kc'fht ^"^ Whether he fpeaks of the Civil Laws, or 
Jaws. thcLaw of Nature ? He excepts nothing, 

fay you. But is there not a primitive 
and fundamental Law (i), true and 

juft 



(0 Eftquidem vera Lex, re£h Ratio, na^urzecon- 

gniens Huic Legi nee abrcgari fas eft, neque 

(lerogari ex hac aliquid licet^ ncque cota abrogafi 
potcit Nec vero aut vet ^t\;sW3^m,^\jLC ^er Popuium 
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jaft in it felf, from which nothing can 
be rctrench'd, without aboUfhing it 
entirely, which cannot be abrogated 
by a Decree of the Senate, nor an Or- 
dinance of the People ; and which be- 
ing eftabliftiM by Divine Providence, 
is eternal, conftant, immoveable, 
binding in all Times and all Places, 
imposM on all Nations, and all Men, 
without Exception ? I own, you re- 
jjy, that with Refpeft to God the 
rrince is obligM to ooferve the Law of 
Nature y but it does not follow that the 
Subjeds have any Right to compel 
him ; and thus it may be iaid that he 
is above the Law ; becaufe tho Virtue 
and Decency engage him to obferve it, 
yet if he violates it, 'tis not permitted 
to his SubjeQs tx) enterprize any thing 
againft him ; fo you give the fame Pti* 
vUcges to an unbridled licentioufnels, 
as you do to the mod regular Con- 
duct. You pretend, no doubt, t^e 



folvi hac Lege poffumus . • nee erit alia Lex Romz, alia 
Athenis» alia nimc^ alia pofthac;. fed & onmes Gentes, 
& omni tempore una Lex, 6c fempLterna, & immor- 
talis continebit ; unufque erit commanis quafi Magi- 
fter & Imperator omniatn Detis iWe, Legis hujus in- 
ventor, difceptator, lator, &t. C/m'. afud Laftant- 
lib. 6 Cof. «. See rvhat our Author fajs mkUVtobi* 
bilia Juris, Ui. 2. Cap. lu 
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becaufe Nero did not fear the Laws, 
he had a Right to poifon his Brother 
(k) Britannicus. You may from the 
^me Principle affirm, that a High- 
way Man, who by his Fraud or his 
Addrefs finds the Means to avoid Pu- 
iiiftiment, has a Right to ftrip and 
n;iurder Travellers. Indeed, I am 
forry for the Sake of thofe againft 
whom I difpute, that they dare have 
fiich Language in their Mouths, it 
bordering very near on Impiety. I 
know. Gentlemen, that every thing 
which the (/) Law permits is not honeft ; 
and that every thing which is honeft, is 
not prefcribM by the Law, under pain 
of Funiihment. But this Diftinftion 
was made only in Favour of the vile 
Populace, who, becaufe of their Ig- 
norance, Rudenefs, Stupidity, orLa- 
zinefs, are difpensM with attaining the 
Pcrfeftion of Virtue and Wifdom, and 
not authorized to commit, without 
Crime and without Infamy, the Ex- 
cefTes of Debauchery, Wickednefs, 



(t) See the Life ofiitxo^ in Suetonius. Cap* 33. 

(X) Non oinne, quod licet, boneftum eft. Vigefi. 
Lih. I. TU. 17. De div. Reg. Jur. Leg» 144. See what 
the Author fays in the following Difcourfe^ towards the 
cffd of the frji S*m. 
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and Villany. As for others, this Di- 
ftindion does not at all regard fuch as 
value themfelves on being wife Men, 
or Men of Honour, and leaft of all a 
Prince, whofe high Rank requires that 
he fhould believe nothing is permitted 
him to do, I will not fay that is 
fhameful or criminal, but that is not 
fine and noble, nothing, in a word, 
that is not worthy of himfclf : Foi: 
beuig appointed to be here on Earth, 
in the Place of God himfelf, the Guar- 
dian of the Law of Nature ^ and the 
Judge of what concerns the Lives, 
Liberties, and Eftates of his Subjeds, 
for whofe Advaiitage alone the Sword 
is put into his Hands, how dares he 
think he has a Privilege of doing any 
thing to the Difadvantage of thofe he 
governs ? 'Tis well for us, that Vlfian 
himfelf, whofeOpinion we are now con- 
troverting, is ino ther Places of ours, as 
in the following Examples {jny When^ 
fays he, a thing is permitted to be done 
in afublickFUcey it muji be fo fermitted 



(m) Nam quotienfque aliquld in publico fieri pcr- 
mittitur, ica oportet permitti, ut nne injuria cujuf- 
quam fiat : & ita folet Princeps, quotiens aliquld no- 
vi operis inftltuendum petitur, permittere. Digeft^ 
JJk, 43. Tiu 8. Ne quid in loco publico, vei itincre 
fiat, Leg. 2. 5. 10. 
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' that it mof injure no body ; and thus the 

Frince ctnnmonly governs himfelf^ t9hen m 
demand Fermiffion of him to do any new 
^/feag^.The fameLawyer fays elfewhere, 
(fi) If A Father afpoints the Emperor to be 
his Heir to the Prejudice of his Children^ 
iheje may fet afide the JVill^ and the Em- 
ferors themfelves have often declared as 
much by their Refer ipts. Thus it ap- 
pears, that in Vlpian^s Judgment, the 
Prince can no more difpenfc with the 
Obfervation of the Law of Nature^ 
than a private Man. 

lie Roraan ^"^ ^ S^ farther, Gentlemen, ind 

smperors weretnaintaiu, that he is oblig'd to obfcrve 

Tm^fpem'd the Civil Laws alfo. No Doubt you 

^S\bfc\v\[^ will cry out againft me as foon as I 

Laws. mention it* However, 'tis the eafieft 

thing in the World to coaviacd you 

of the Truth of this Propofition. The 

Refcripts (o^ of Jdrian and Alexander 

Sever us^ concerning the Falcidian Law, 

very plainly give evidence in this Gafe. 

The fame Alexander elfewhere makes 



{n) Si Imperator fit Hcres inftituCus,poffe inofficl* 
ofum did leftamentum, fajplflime relcriptum eft* 
nigefi. Ub. 5. Jit. 2. Dc inofEa Tcftam. Leg* 8. 
§. 2. 

(o) Et in legatis Prindpi datis Legem Palddiam 
locum habere, meri;d Divo Hadriano placuit. /mp, 
AkxAnkfy Cod. Lib, 6. Tit. 5. Ad Leg. Falc Leg. 4, 
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mention of theL^w of theEmpireythiit is, 
the feme which is other wile eall'd the 
Lex RegalUj Q) and fays that by diis 
Law the Emperor was not difpensM 
with obferving all the Civil Li ws, 
but only with kfeeging up ftridly to 
all the Formality ot thofe Laws. He 
adds further, Tho the L^w cf the Em^ 
fire has difipigag^d the Empiror from the 
Neeeffity of dbfervihg dU the Formalities 
of the LarPy yet there is nothing 
JO inuth n Pstrt of the Chara£fer of the 
Sovtr^^n Ptm^r^ as to live according W 
the Lam. He fays afterwards. That 
the Emperor cannot inherit ly virtue of 
dn irregular WiHi and that this Cafe has 
feveral Tintes heerifo decided. In the^ The- 
odofian and Valentinidn Refcripts, we 
find the following Expreflions (e[). 



(f) E^ impcrfefta Tcftj^mento ncc Impcratorcm 
tfcredltatem vindicate poffe, faepe confticutum eft. 
Licec enHa Lex It^trii fotennibtxs Juris Imperatorem 
fdverit ; iifthit tamen tam proprhim imperii eft^ 
quam Lcgibos vivere. Cbi. ub. 6. 7iu %^. de Tctt. 
&c. Leg. 3. St e what 0)e Juibor fap in iU Oblbrva- 
tions, pHblijIfPd, in the Tear 1706. Book i. Chap. 4. 

(q) bigna vox eft majeftate Regnantis, Legibus 
alligacum fe Frincipem profiteri. Adeo dc au^oricate 
Juris noftra penddt auftoritas. Et re vcri majas 
Imperio ell, fubmitter-e Legibus Principatum^ £c 
oraculo prxfentis £di£ti, q\iad nobis licere non pa* 
timur, indi€amus< Cod. Ub* i« TH* i4« DeLegibQs» 
&c. Lfig* 4. , 
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'^Tis worthy the Majejiy of the Sovereign j 
that a Prince Jbould acknowledge he is 
himfelf ohli^d to follow the Laws ; fo 
thst our Authority depends on the 
Authority of the Law : Indeed^ for a 
Prince to fuhmit his Will to the Law^ is 
greater in him than his Sovereignty it 
jelf ; And by the prefent Edict tve declare^ 
what we judge is not permitted us our 
felves to do. Such is the Language of 
a Prince, who has a juft Idea ot his 
Power. For the Civil Laws were efta- 
blifhM for the Puhlick Goody and there 
cannot be one made with Re^^fon, but 
what tends to that End, Law (r) be- 
ing only what each People thinks ufe- 
ful to tne State. And the Prince being 
entrullcd with the Charge of looking 
after, and providing for the Good of 
the Publick, why fliould not he him- 
lelf be fubjed: to thofe Civil Laws, 
which he acknowledges are advanta- 
gious to the Common-wealth ? You an- 
Iwer, He is the Prince, that is, the 
Chief of the Common-wealth : What 



C'') Qiiod quifque Populus ipfe fibi Jus conftituit, 
(he makers ufii exigente here underflood^ as h appears bjf 
the Defimionof the Rights of Mankind; id ipfius 
proprium Civiratib eft, vocaturaue JusGv'tte, quafi 
. Jus proprium ipfius Civitatis. h^flh. Lib. i. Tit. u 
$. I. 
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then ? That does not hinder him froni 
being a Part of th,e Civil Society ; and 
as fuch, fhould he not conform all his 
Aftions to the Puhlick Goody as all the 
other Members of it are indif penfibly 
oblig'd to do. This was the Opinion of 
the Ancients, as appears from what an 
Hiftorian writes, fpeaking of the Mar- 
riage of Claudius and Jgrippma^ which, 
according to the Civil Laws was then*, 
reckon'd inceftuous. (s) Tho theMar-^ 
riage of Claudius and Agrippina rvas 
concluded in the Confulate of C. Pom- 
peius and Veranius ; tho fame fpread it 
abouty and their Carejfes were Jiifficient 
Proofs of it ; yet they durB not openly 
publtjb it J hecaufe it had never been known 
in Rome before ^ that an Vncle marrfd 
his Neice. They were fir uck with the Idea 
of their Inc eft J and were afraid the Gods 
would punijb them by fonie pub lick Ca-^ 



■^ ' '■ ^ " ■ ^ • 



(s) C. Pompeio^ Q^ Vcrmo Coj}'. paftum inter Clou* 
dium & j^gripfinam iftatrinionium, jam faml, jam 
amore illicico hrmabatur, necdum celebrare folennia 
nuptiarum audebant, nuUo exemplo dedudx ia do- 
mum Patrui fratrU Filiae. Quin & inceftum, ac fi fper- 
neretur, ne in malum publicum erumperet, metueba- 
tur. Nee ante omiffa cundatio^ quam VmUius futs 
artibus id pcrpctrandum fumjptit. Percundacufquc 
Oefarcm, an pjjis PopuU^ an au&oritm Scmtus sederet ? 
ubi iHe unum.fe Civium, & coifenfui impir^^n refpondir, 
cppmri intra PaUmm jubec. Tacit* AanaU lib. \*i. 
Cap* 5. . 

E 4 Umit:t 
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hmHy. Thp Di^mlties hmdrid their 

J^roaeejiifig atg furthfj tiH ViteBiuSy 

by hi$\ JrPiffSSy remcmsd them : /d& ask^d 

^ SmperoKf If he mould Jidwdt to the 

WHii (^ the Feofky ami the Authority cf 

ike: ^ifi^e ? Jmi the Emperor rep/yi^^ 

3^« hing' hmfelf m the nmnber of ^e 

CiMiZf€f9f.y he wciild do nothtpig Mgainfi their 

AipfnobAtion^ The other Jmdy M^ would 

rive him a^ An/fper Pot hat im^his PaUce. 

Fbis is what Tacitus fiiysof the M»tr- 

ter. 

jivmfofiu NJwerthelefs, yoa ftili' ^pofe the 

with reference Authority, of Vlfion^ and CFV^ Are 

t9 Auguftus. not his Words as plain as thofe of Tar 

cifMs ? No, tliey are general Terms ; 

the Prince is ddfcharg^d from the Obliga^ 
tion of obferving the Laws. And I de- 
mand, when and by whaftjL4trhe is 
fo difcharg'd? By rfie £je» Rtgaiis 
made in the Reign of A^gaft^ when 
the Roman Veopte transferrM all their 
Empire^ and all their Power to him* 
Whoever you are, that ground your 
Argument on this Pofition,. you muft 
know, that what the greateft part of 
the Emperors, ^ysiOzAugufius^ received 
eitlier by a fingle Dwree of the Senate, 
or by a fingleXaw, wliich the andent 
I^awyexs callM afterwards ieop B^lisy 
or the Lm of the- Empire^ Augujiu^ 
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roceivM under another Name, and by 
leveral Laws and Ordinances of the 
Senate made at (everal times. If this 
furprizes you^ consider fenoufly the 
fequel of Augufi^iis Life^ run over 
all his ConfuTates^ id the order JD/m 
C^us has laid them, and I atn cer- 
tain you will find nothing can be more 
true; as I might (hew you by a great 
Number of Proofs^ if I had not beea 
prevented by an excellent Man^ * * John Fri^ 
who was a great Ornament to this ^?^^^ 9^^^' 
Univerfity, and to all the Refuhluk (£7^don Z tL 
Letters, to whom his Memory will for Lex Rcgaiis. 
ever be dear. I will only add one thing, ^ 
which neither that learned Man, nor 
any one elfe has taken notice of; audi ^ 
that is, whatever Ordinance it was 
which exempted Augufius from the 
Obfervajion of the liaws^ 'twas not 
the fame by which the Empire was 
transferred to him : For if we may 
believe Dion^ that Transfer was madeL/i.53.p.569. 
in his feventh ConfuUte^ whereas the 
fame Author tells us^ the Senate did 
not difcharge him from the Obferva- 
tion of theLii»?/, till his tenth C^/?/i«-£i^.^3.p.p9o. 
Ute. And then they did not put him 
above all the Laws, but above one only, 
which was the CimiM Lawy tho Dion 

exprelfe^ himfelf in Tertas ^ Wit 
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too general : I ground what I fay on 
the very Hiftory I am fpeaking of; 
for the Author difcourfing of the Rea- 
fon why the Senate difpensM with Ju-^ 
gufius^s obferving the Laws, he fays, 
that having promisM the People a Do- 
native of a Sum of Money, which 
was to be diftributed to them all, at fo 
much a Head, he pretended he could 
not perform his Promife without the 
Approbation of the Senate. To the end 
then that the Emperor might exceed in 
his Donative of the Sum permitted to be 
diftributed by the Cincian Lawj he fays, 
the Senate exempted him from the 
Obfervation of the Laws^ which Ex- 
preffion, according tothe Cuftom of the 
Romans J fhould not be underftood to 
mean any thing but the Cincian Law : 
But Diony who was a Greek by Birth, 
underftood all Lam by it, either out 
of Ignorance or Flattery, but certain- 
ly without Reafon. There are fome 
Perfons, Gentlemen, who, doubtlefs, 
will take me to be very bold and opi- 
nionative, that I dare accufe a Roman 
Conful, and a celebrated Hiftorian 
of a Falfity in an ancient Faft, and 
relating to the Roman Hiftory •, but I 
Z/^. 5?' /-f 82, had rather contradict Dion tlian the 

^5po. Truth: For he owv\s^ x.l\u tlie 6V/?4/^ 
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in difcharging Augufius of the Obfer- 
vation of the Chician Law, made ufe 
of the very Expreflion I have quoted ; 
and I fhall demonftrate a little lower, 
that the Ancients did not underftand 
by it an Exemption from the Obfer- 
vance of all Laws^ Divine and Hunjian, 
but one Law only, and that which 
we have mention'd. Add to this,/^/j,^. ^^ 
that the next Year, the DCCXAX. 
from the Foundation of the City, that 
is, in the eleventh Cor?fuUte of Au- 
gufius ^ the He nut By according to Diofj^ 
invefted that Prince with the Title 
and Power of perpetual Tribune^ and 
permitted him to propofe whatever lie 
pleas'd to the Senate as often as they ' 
met, tho he was not Cof?ful : They- 
orderM alfo, tiiat Augufius Ihould nof 
lofe his ProcpnjuUr Authority by be^ 
ing at Rome^ and ftiould have no Oc- 
calion to renew his Commiffion. In 
a word, they decreed, that when Aur 
gufius was in the Provinces, he Ihould 
have the fame Power as the Gover- 
ijours themfclves. Does not all thi^ 
prove, that Augufius was then Exemp- 
ted from the Obfervation of fome cer- 
tain Lms of the Empire, to which he 
was before fubjed j how then could 
Dion ^yrite, that he was dv^^^ts^ ^^*v^ j 
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in ohferving all the LiLws in one of his 
preceding Conful^tes ? And yet the 
fame Author infoFms us further, that 

Lii.S4.p.6o4. in thcConfulate of C. Sts^ius and^ 
iMcretim, that is, in the DCCXXXV 
YeaFofil(7^^, the ^ju/Ayamoi^ other 
things, impower\i ^i^tf/^iSLr to reform 
the State as he thought fit, to make 
what Laws he pleasM, and to give 
tliem his Name, which alone is enough 
to dempnftrate, tlut he had not tloMUi 
a Right to da any thing contrary to 

x«.^9.p.747,the Lawsu I find alio another vwy 
remarkable Fa£&ge iaD/a»; 'tis when 
he writes of the Reign of CaliguU; he 
fays, that to authorise this Prince ta 
aa contrary to the JuUom^ and F/^ian. 
Laws, with refpe£t tathe Inheritance 
of Aliens Goods, 'twas necejBaFy the 
Se/fate ihould exempt him fi'om that 

Law: Would there have b$en any Ne- 
ceffityof that, if Jagufius and Ti^tf- 
rius had had fuch a Privilege before 
him? 

'Tis therefore plain, that, whatever 
Vion feys, and others after him, 
Aiigufius was not difengagM from the 
Obfervance of all the Lnws^ but that 
only, which was particularly nam'dt 
by tlie Senate^ and that as ta the reft 
h^ was obliged to obSecv^ ^vSk as well 
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as any private Citizen : All his Suok 
ceflbrs had the fama Hight^ and no 
more. Fop what di4 the People giv« 
them ? The Emfirtj q(i the f^me Foot; 
that Amgufius }ield if* This is alL 
The only l^flfbr^nce httweenthem and 
him vi\%y that his Succeflora, at their 
Acceffion to the Throve, reeeivM at 
once by a fingle Decree ci the Stmaff^ 
Qjr by {k fii^le Law, all ^ Fow^r 
that bad been granted to Ai^^fius hf 
fevera) Ordinances/ and at feveral 
Times. I don^t de^r^ Gentlemen, 
that you fhoald take iny own Word 
for it ; hu£ ytui will Hir ely give Cre- 
dit to the L^x Regaiks it felf, by which 
the Empire was transferrM t^Veffa^am^ 
and wha,t more certain and more ^lu 
theotick Proof can he produtfd ? Tho 
Vords that are for our Purpofe in a 
Fragment of this Laa^ which I hw 
written on a Tabbof Brafs, in the 
Fakco of St. 'Job^ of Late9>a»^ at Rom^^ ^ 
(py The Emftror Vefpafian' ^aJt b^ $x^ 
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(t) ytiqu(; quibus legil?us, jkbeive fcitiS;, fcxiptum 
fait nc Dwsft^if^^. Tibcrtttfv^, JfuHua O&r Ab^. Th 

tur us legibus^plp^jfqjft^lciUstlajp. Qjefai: Vefpaiwu(5 
fokiHius i'\ty qu3?que etquaqui lege, rogatjone Divuni, 
A,Ug. TibcrijirpMe Juliuxxi Casfacem Aug. Tibcciunurer 
paudium Caefarera Au^, Oermaiii(;iHn fa<^ie« 0)^v- 
tqit^ca oraoiSL-lmp. Cx^Sin Vefpaiiaivo face^e V\ge^x., 
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empted from the Obfervance of thofe Larvs 
and, Ordinances of the People^ which Au- 
;uftus^ Tiberius, Julius Csefar, and 
>laudius,it^r^ difpens^d with the Ohferva^ 
tion of; and VefpafiaQ fhaEbe permitted 
to do all that Auguftus, Tiberius, and 
Julius Cafar migfft have done^ by Virtue 
of any Law whatfoever. Who can fan- 
cy, after this, that the Prince received 
by the Lex Regalis the Privilege to be 
difcharg'd from the Obfervance of all 
the Laws without .Exception,l)ut only 
thofe -wYnchAttgufius and his SuccelTors 
had been exempted from obferving. 
s^?eof%. I will fay no more on this Head, 
^I'sWordi' Gentlemen; 'tis not necel&ry : I fhall, 
in the next Place, explain to you what 
Vlpian means, when he alledges, that 
the. Prince is difcharg'd fronrthe Ob- 
fervation of the Li$ws, I am very 
weU fatisfy'd the Julian and Papian 
w^e not of the Number of thofe that 
4ug^Jlus was exempted from obfer- 
ving, of which I have a clear and un- 
queftionable Proof : For if, as Dion re- 
ports, 'twas neceffary for the Senate 
to difengage Caligula^ froih the Obli- 
gation he lay under, to conform to that 
Lawy thea he was ijot before exempt- 
ed froni the Obfervance of all Laws^ as 
he would have b^cn^ had Auguftw:^ and 



/ 
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Tiherius had that Privilege. This being 
granted, let us now find out the true 
Senfe of Vlfian\ Words. I am very 
much deceivM, if, when that Lawyer 
fays, The Pririce is difcharg M from the 
Ooligation qf obferving the Laws, we 
fliouTd not underftand only the Julian 
and Papia^y from the Obfervance of 
which the Senate exempted Caligula. 
And to make this Matter as plain as 
Ocular Dembnftration could render it, 
you have only to confider, Gentlemen, 
the Defign of Vlpan^ which was not 
to expound the Lex Reaalts^ ^and to 
fhew by the Tenor of that Law in 
what the Power of the Prince confifts, 
and how far it extends, but only to 
explain the "Julian and P apian Laws. 
This appears eVen by the Title of the 
Chapter, in which thefe Words are 
found ; for, as feveral very learned 
Men have obferv'd, V^ taken from the 
^\l\th Book of Ulpian on the Julian 
and Papian Laws^ and not from a 
Treatife of the Lex Regalis. From 
whence it follows, that Vlpian had 
nothing but the firft in view. The 
next Words of this Author give usOc- 
cafion to infer the fame thing, The 
Emprefs (fays he) is not in her jelf ex^ 
emptedfrom the Objervation 0^ the Laws^ 
• ♦ ^ t'be 
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the Prince her HHsband communicAtes his 
TriviUges to her. What can this mean, 
but that the Emprefs was not formally 
difpens'd with by the Senate from ob- 
ferving the Julian ^nd Pafian Law; yet 
ihe could not fubmit to them, being the 
Wife of the Emperor, which entitled 
her to a part of his Rights and Pre- 
rogatives r 

>ife>ert«ii You fee, Gentlemen, howwerauft 
ptgUuityari' uuderftand Vlpian. There remains 
^s^r %* ^^y one Difficulty to be removM, and 
tLfeiFZti that is very eafily done. This Lawyer 
FhtrJ, and not CiySy The Priuce is difchar^ d from the 
f^^^'i^^"" Qbligmon of the Laws, and not A Law : 

Is not this an Infinuation, that he 
fpeaks of feveral Laws, or perhaps of 
all without Exception ? The Exprefr 
0on, I fee, gives you fome Trouble, 
gnd Dim w^ emharrafsM with 
it^ ^ I have before conjedurM. But 
?twiU not be an Obie3:ion to any one, 
that will the leafl: confider the Ufe 
bf the Latin Tongue, the exad Know- 
ledge of which is abfolutely necelTary 
for all thofe that ftudy the Roman Law, 
as this fmgle Inftance fufficiently 
proves: And indeed, in good 1,^ /i/w/y, 
one may lay, a Man is difpens'd with 
pbfervingthe Laws,tho he is only dif- 
ciiarg'd from ttv^ Ohfervance of one 
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Law. Thus SmetotMis lays, («) Ci^ 
^ideaTOurM by Brkues and SoUicuot* 
tions to be dilpefis^d with obfervmg 
the Lamsp tho the thing then in ouC'^ 
Qaoa was oohr the Lmt which foroadl 
the keeping tne Government of a Pro^ 
vince by a Rmmany after he returned ta 
JRt^nie^i unlcfs 'twas to trinmj^ Ci^ 
€ero iays allb to Aficri^ Antinmyy in one 
(ir) QtliisPhiiiffkSj Hop comes it thit$ 
Br ntns, snjtmr M^ioffy HMtr di&en^i with 
^firtdgg the LamSj in edfi hemas ahjeM 
fromKoms dbove i o^dajfs?And ei&where 
i^akkg tt> Pomfey^ (x) Can aey thiog 
he tmtfe extraordimary^ than fefie aMs^ 
exemp^d from the Ohforvance of the 
ijws^ by m Decree of the Senate^ and to 



^>M^ 



(te) Sed canii edi£tis jam Comidie^ vaticvejas hv^ 
beri non poi&t, nifi privatus iatroi&t Urbem, ds 
ambieoti ut Legibasfoiveretiirinuicicontradicerenc; 
ooaiAiH eft TriiimplHiinv nc* Confulatir cscloderctur, 
dimittcre. Vit.ful.Cafar, Cap, 18. 

(»; Cur, M. Brumsy te rcfercntc, Legibus eft fo- 
lwiis;fi atttJrbc plus, quam dccettrdics abf uiffet? PWtp- 
pc. ai CofL 13. (^ublTicL Gritu.) l^tiitVi^wmBtann 
of thsQi^^ Mi4bar€'»as a Lawi»bich fcyhtuLthgt Ma^ 
giflrate ta abfent timfelf alfove 10 Ddys from Rome. 

(») Qiiid tam iingulare, quam ut ex Setfattifcon*' 
fulcoLegibntlelucos Confol ante fieret, quam ullom 
alium Magiftretum per Leges caper e.iicuiifei ? Orat. 
fro Ltg. IddnHi Gdp. 21. 
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become Conjal before the Laws MiorP 
him to pojjefs dnj other fuhlick Office ? 
I might inftance Teveral other Exam- 
ples of this way of fpeaking, but thofe 
I have already mentionM are enough 
to render the Proof of it certain ; and 
'tis as clear therefore, that none can 
make ufe of T^Z/^/^/^'s Authority to prove 
the Power of the Emperors was with- 
out Bounds. Let any Man, if he can, 
after this, defend this pretended Power 
above Law, and the abfolute unlimi- 
ted Government, which fome attri- 
bute to Princes. Let him proclaim 
aloud the Example of the Roman Em- 
perors, to juftify fo hard, fo cruel, and 
lb inhuman an Opinion, 'twill never 
be the lefs true, that even thofe Princes 
were indifperifibly obligM to obferve 
all the Laws, Natural and Civil, ex- 
cept a few, particularly excepted by 
the Laws themfelves, as we have been 
proving. 
m true senfe But it may be objefted, by the Lex 
0t tbehtx Regalis the Emperors acquirM a Right 
^^^ ^' to do what they pleasM, without being 
accountable for it to any one ; fo that 
ever fince that time, their Power was 
not limited to govern according to the 
Laws. Vlpian's Evidence is exprefly 

m 
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in favour of this Opinion, (jy j Wh^*: 
ever the Prince mlls^ has the Force of ^ 
Law ; and he adds^ the Reafon of it 
is, That by the Lex RegaUs, tphich was 
ejiahlijb'd to regulate his Authority ^ the 
Roman People transferr'd to him, and 
in (z;) his Perfottj all their Empire and 
all their Power. Gentlemen, I am 
not at all furpriz'd or mov'd by fo 
trivial and vain an Argument On 
the contrary, I am amam'd to fee 
Men of Learning abandon, on fuch a 
weak Foujidation, the Principles of the 
Law of Nature, and embrace fo ab- 
fur<^ an Opinion. They fay, the 



ij) Quod Principi plaeuit, Legis habet vtgorcm : 
utpote aipi Lege Regia, quae de Imperio ejus lata 
eft, Populus ci & in cum omne luum Imperium & 
poteftacem conferac. Digefl. Lib. u Ttt.4^. Decon- 
ftitutionibusPrincipum, le^.i. 

(^) Ihe Author in the 3 4 Chapter of the ifl^Bool of 

his Obfervadons, publijb'd in the Tear 1706. rMsmainSj 

tbdt theft Wbrds^ EI, ET IN EUM, are mt'jhe Form 

rohich the Roman People made ufe of in the Lex Rega- 

lis 5 and that they fgvtfy the fame things as he proves fy 

Exampes of that way of Speakings wherein the Jddition 

of a Jynonbnous Exprtjfion ferves only to add an Emphafis 

to the Thought : He jhevos aJfo^ by. feveral ind^fpitabh 

JnftanceSy .that 4fttf the Sovereignty was transferred to 

the Mmpei^i and even fince the Lex RegaUs, in Ve- 

I'paTi^n s Time^ the Roman People made fever d Laws in 

ifheir JjJeiHl^kff and the Emperors themfelves acinow- 

ledg'd th^ had a ^ght to doit \ which k a Proofs that 

the People had not given up ail. tkir Jutbority^ without 

referving a Part to fbemfeives. 
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Pfitice, as he k fuch^ is not obligM to 
live ati Accoum to tlie 9c4te of his 
lomlti^. t do not deny bat his Em- 
pire extends t^ the Laws the[n{elves : 
Let his Will ferve inftcad of Law. 
tfl a Word, let his People have 
Cdofbrfd upon him all their Em- 
pire, and all their Powar^ 1 grant it; 
and what then ? Doies that ^ve him 
a Right to overturn efvery thing, and 
to mak^ all his Actions tend to the 
Ruin of theStaee^ and of particular 
Perfons ? Nd^ Gentlemen : The Ko- 
mMn Peorple ne^er had any fuch 
Though^ atndleaft of all t;///4)?, who 
would inform us only, that the Em- 
perors were im power 'd to make Laws, 
in whatever manner they thought fit, 
either by Conftitutlom^ R^fcripts^ or 
Edi&Sy aiid did not tdl Uv they were 
difeagiag'd from iShe indifpcnfible Ob- 
fiction of that )aft, primitive, and 
fovereign Law: wliich being efta- 
t)li(h'd for the Common Good of aft 
Mankind, cannot be chang'd, weak-^ 
ned or deftroy'd by any Law, Or any 
Agreemenit. As to the Intention of 
the Roman Peo^e ift transferring the 
Sovereign Authority to the Emperors, 
Itst us iee^ wlmt Ammunus^ Marntinus 
fays on this Subject : This Hiftorian 

talking 
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tayting of thp R^voiution tkit had 
happen'4 i» dke GovtraiBenc of tbs 
StftCd, tells lis^ l}!^ Acnmcv RefaMiA 
beio^ uii her I>eiEJ($Kfioo> and wiUii^ 
t9> Vf; <wietly ifi ber o{d Agie: (ji)^ 
dti^faam*4 ber ftlf 0f t^ eubltcl Care9 
OfvtjjieJSiiif«roi^% as^on ner ChUdte% 

tmd Muhtf. h0.tmiits w»s^ of tb9 
i&fB9 $^HiuBfeat,aii ]|MMf 1 underftaocl 

by ,wlu<0i be fe boldliy oeiuuF^ tlf» 
Friiip and laioleoee of the your^et 
JiUx^imi ^ho ipucated' the Tytao* 
ay of ^ Kii^s of ^^fw^ (h) .J^r 
luviMg t<mft*f'A the^ Periwis, fays -he, 
Mm^ii^tom't»4(stk feptleA Gitfiomtttdf 
S^^i fiemU fubmk fQ A deffotiek} Do^ 
m»4ti0»^ Mtd ^tigs tre/f* their F^opk 
like SUt/eifj Phis IVrttah vhmUr htve it^ 
trt^dtk like Cet^mi/f-fhe Dornhhrn 






(4) Frugi parens, & piudeas> ^ dives, Ca^rib^ 
tenqiiam liDeris (iiis regehda patrintonii ]ura permific. 
JJb. 14. Cof* i6* 

(Sy warn poft devldos "Pcrfas, quorum hic ritus, 
hie mos eft, ut Rcgibus fuis in fervitium fe addicant, 
arRcgo^PoptlaftotiuiqpamFidlili^uCafftur; hiinc 
ttorem nerarto& homo in- R^tiKmam terijM voluit 
iiklucetv^ qiMicKitotemdrifr yiflbt^ fiftepUdcM 
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f^ the Roman £/w^ih?, and fince that 
ViHory he frMs'd it ipithout any Sha/me 
on dU Occdfions. - We fhall hei^ have 
done with Authorities^ how grave and 
juft foever they-roay be :■ \lniat I;ad- 
vance I can prove by the very Words 
of the Lex RegaliSy wherein we fiiid 
the Form of the J^, by which the 
Sovereignty was conferrM on the Em- 
peror, and which Vlpian has exprefs'd 
after his own manner, and not in the 
IkmaTerms with- the Law it felf j and 
all that will ground themfelves after 
that on the Paffage now in Difpute, 
to draw a Confequence from it, fo 
abfurd in it felf, and fo contrary to' 
Vlpian^s MeaniAgj muft be either 
Fools, Mad m6n, of'Knaves, for none 
eifc can be capable of approving fucfr 
an Argument* Let us^ turn again ta 
the above-quoted Fragment of thtLex 
RegalpSy prefervM in the Palace of St. 
^ohn Later AHy {c) Let Vefpafian he 
imfower^d to do whatever he thinks fit for 
the Advantage of the- Common^wealthy 






C^j Utique qurcunque tjiv&x Reipoblicz, Majeftite 
divinaruiDy humanarum^ publicarum, privacaraniqae 
rerum efie cepfcbic ei agere, facerc jus poceftalque lir^ 
ha uti Divp Aug. Tiberioqjie, Qaudio Czlkci Aug. 
Cermanico fuit. 
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ttud i^reiake to the Majefif tf Things ^ 
Divine and Huntahj Puhlick and Pri^ 
'vate^ as the Emperors Auguftus, Tibe- 
riusj Julius Cacfar, and Claudius, mre 
impomr*d. What did the People do 
by tliis ? They gave Veffafan a very' 
extenRve and unhmited Powei', whicn 
they fead before in vefted At^ttfitts with. 
For what? With the fame Defign as 
a Manientrafts an Attorney with the 
Management «F his Affkirs, to da in 
them as he thinks fit, for the Ad vantage 
of tJie 'Perfon that entrufted him: 
No Man can fuppoie, that by this 
Truflr he acquired a Right to ruin that 
Perfon, but that he mould manage' 
cheth with foil Power honeftly and 
faithfully. This is a= Maxim, which 
both Reafon and the (<0 Civil \jxw 
have eftablifh'd, with Refped to At- 
torneys and Agents, in private Cafes ; 
and this was tne Defign of the Roman 
Feople^when they entrufled the Prince, 
who is the publick Adminiftrator, . 
with the A-dminiflrration of the AflFairs . 



■<■ ■ ■ 



id) Rcfpondi, cum de quo qa?ererettlr,*t>ten^ ^ul- 
deiU; fed ^uatenus res ex nde agenda effet; maadaP 
re, IHgefl. iJk.ij. Tif. u Mandati, velcoatni} Itg. 
60 $. 4. 

J} 2 ^^ 



il Of thi fmfff of ^n^mlffi^ 

of UiQ ShiM. (<> Tb«y (bd not io* 
kpd CQ authoriaie bua to do ^^hAtievfir 
tu» Fftnqf put turn upoot nor to give 
l^oiaAaoiolute jpoweniritlioatilpuii4»> 
lw( as> great 41 Power ssthe j^^mt/igt 
(^ the Commoit'Widtkf 4fid the 9^^efy 
^ tiUrngs. I^vim W tiumm^ Ifitkikk 
!mi Fn'Odt«^»e^tur% laawfN^ ^^ 
feofdfi iuuf^wk F»in^ n» be % livk^ 
iaw, that glidbt |9q ac«Q«»niQ$l9i«d tg» 
(he. ki&iit» >^qty of Coppsi^ttrcs 

4^ wfitfjSA LaMC5 HjTQ alw»y9 uqil9rm» 
2)^, tbiE) titey a.i$ ^fi^wn u^ wich the 

Qvery C^k^ «Qr pr^veot aU po^ 
(U>leiocoav^i«E^;;i«»: Not I|9> fi^y tb^ 
jpQ^e thijig^s mre vUef^ at oim tVBft 
■vKhiK^ 9f^ hur^ a,t aaother-; inc 
vbo 4oe» j)ot, kqow> tlMA «bc A^kwip 
fi^ of 1^. CpmnvMHVtal^ ian £&« 

g6vem'is one wlfohii tie Mmidgmeint of'ttt Peopla 
Jgms in Us Hands^ md not bis own. Spartian. Capi.8* 

?>ubUcam gefturum, ut fciret PopuU rem efle, non 
UfAi* And AifcTMdrr Sevcruft i^ ifo vtr^yMifrof 

32* <S^f Salmacius on tfe ifit Chfkf^ f. 909, yo^ 
£(L Lugd. Bat. 
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ample^ requires fometimes that a War 
fhould be undertaken , fometimes 
that a Peace (hould be concluded^ 
and that Men Ihould a£t otherwift 
in Profperity than in Advcifity ? 
"While the Remntts iiv'd under a Repaid 
U*4n Government, tlio the Magiftrates 
had a Share in it, the Decifion of all 
Affairs depended chiefly on the Peo- 
ple ; who befides, that they did not 
meet every Day, were fometimes fo 
flow in their Proceedings, that the 
Stare wasprejudic'd by it, a thoufand 
DiBi^ulties, a thoufand OblHcles, a 
thoufand Delays arofe from Fadion 
and Avarice. Add to this, that *tis not 
cullomary tpr every one to look upon 
things alike, and to make the fams 
Judgment. When, therefore, they 
created a Prince, they bchev'd 'twas 
for the Intereft ot the Publick, that 
his Power ihould not be bounded at> 
that of the Fr^tors and Cotj'nts was, 
but be Sovereign and Independent ; 

Ket they never dcfignM that lie fhould 
ave a Hight to alter juii and ufefui 
J-,aws, according to his Lapria -. All 
they meant by it was, to give him 
full Power, as the AlTembly qf die 
J*eQpIe iiad before, to foften or abro- 
^ te fevere or Imrtl'uL Ijtvys, •*»&> 
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SLS his Wifdom and Strength^ enabled 
him, to remedy the unforefeen Dif- 
orders that mignt afterwards happen 
in the State. On this Bottom one may 
vcty well fay, that by the Lex Regdlu 
the Emperor was inverted with all the 
Power of the People, and had a Sove- 
reign Empire over the Laws them- 
fclves ; which, however, was confined 
within the Limits of the publick 
Good, and, as that Law exprefly terms 
it, the Majefty of things^ Divine anA 
Human J Publick a»d Private. 

jhe CcuduB of^ I niuft own. Gentlemen, feveral 

/everii Emfe- Emperors have ad:ed, as if they were 

T/oonAey^ follow no other Rule but their 

abHs^d tbcir own Caprice, and were allow'd to do 

^^^: all things, without troubling them- 

. felves aoout what they did, or ^hat 

they negleded, or whether or not it 

.was agreeable to their Charader, and 

their Engagements. I tremble, when 

I think of the horrible Exceffes, into 

which they plung'd themfelvcs ^ and 

am touch d with Compaffion, to fee 

the Firfi People of the World forc'd 

to fuffer fuch unworthy Treatment 

from their Fellow-Citizens. Let us 

reprefentto our felves a TiberiuSjOVj if 

you wilf, a Caligula^ a Nero^ a ViteU 

fim^ a Domitian^ a ^Qmrmiuz \ Were 
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^thejr 'not rare Eathfers of their Coun- 
try ? Thdfe fious and fortunate Prin- 
ces, were they not worthy the glorious 
Tides, which Flattery conferred on 
them ? Or rather, were not thefe 
Emperors fo many Monfters, who 
brcathM . nothing but Pride, Calum- 
ny , Rapines , . Incefts, Adufceries , 
Parricides, Robberies, horrible Cru- 
elties, Defolatidn, brutal Rage^ and 
Fury, infinitely* above all the Com- 
plaints that are made againft their 
Government, and even above the 
Horror, with which they w^rc look'd 
upon 2ZRomey and in the Provinces ? 
Thefe Monfters, I fay, for I cannot 
^ve the Name of Men to Perfons 
that were infenfible of all Sentiments 
of Humanity, when they would have 
(/) poyfon'a the Senate, burnt the 
City^ and let out wild Beafts on the 
Citizens, when they (g) wilb'd the 
People of Rome h^d bi;it one Head, 
that it might be fkuck oS at one 
Blow ; when they end^vour'd to dif- 
polTefs every one of their Ef^ates and 
Goods, when they lacrific'd all Men 



r(f) &c Soetonius f» his Life of litro. Chip. 43. 
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af Honour aod Merit to didr Rage, 
and wew fcifld oaly to their Aflaffins, 
Poyfimers, PUj^ers, fiqflBboos, Cfaa- 
rioteersy Gladi^ors; in a word, to all 
that w^ere wicked vid iafkmous ; 
Did they^ when they maaag'd them^* 
drives tmis, a£l as Princes^ by Virtue 
pf the Lex H^g/^ ; and were the 
People obligM, by Divine and Hu^ 
man Laws, to obey them ? Did they 
not, on the contrary, fhew themfelvesi 
tt) be true TjrdMts^ to whom confe** 
qucntly no Ixidy (^bj was bound by 
tny Laws, Human or Divine yMtd a* 
|ainii w^m every body might law* 
tully take Arms, by Virtue of the 
Lanf of Nature^ tlu; moft Holy and 
moftjuft of all Laws ? And we fee 
tl» Senate of Rome al&r ted this Right, 
when they dpclarM 0) Neiv an Enemy 
to the RmaMftiagkf and (ought afb^ 
hiQi,.,to puniih Im acxordin^/to Cu« 
fbm^.that is, to put bis Head into a 
l^ilbry, and whip him to Deadi: 
They had oftner eome to the lame 
Extremity with other Emperprs, who 



C») Nulla cnim nobis focietas cum TyranniSf fed 
potiu§ fumqig xliftraftio ^ft« Cjctf. de Offic IJi> 3. 

t CO Sec kis pfs in Suttonks, CH^. ^9* 
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lb often gave tbem jiift Oocafioft fiur 
it 9 bvtt thofe Priiioes took Care to 
j^idthemfibivcs wtU aj^ainfl: tiie Se- 
verity of the PubHck Difcipliae, ami 
endeavcur'd to fave their Ctimes from 
Punt&inenty not by the Lm of the 
Empirej but that of Might. The Se^ 
n0t€ orda^d JhrnitisH's Name to be 
ever^ where raz'd out of the Publick 
Regifters and Monuments^ (k) that 
the very Rememblrance of him might 
be aboufh'd for ever^ and the Peopfe 
unanimoufly demanded, in Conjun* 
£lioa with the Senate j that the Ccm*^ 
of CommoAus fhould be dragjg'd alon^ 
with a Hook, (/) and flung into the 
Tyber: A pUin Proof that they did not 
obey fodi Princes, but againfl: their 
Wills ; and that aiFoon as ever thejr 
had an Opportunity to be revenged of 
them for their outragious Ads, they 
fhewM fevereiy and openly they ha<| 
both the Right and the Inclination tG| 
do it. The People lud it not alway^ 
in their Power to bring their Empe* 
rors to Reafon, the latter having ac- 
ijuirM an exorbitant Dominion ovec 



tirmimm'^^mmmmmfmmmm'mi^^if^fimm^mmmmmtMmm^'^im'^ 



rO Suctonins in bis Life^ at tie Ewd. 
(0 Umpridiusi ifjbisLiJe. Chap. 17. 
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them and the Laws. 'Twas there- 
fore Prudence in them to bear thofe 
Diforders, which they could not op- 
pofe with Succefe. 'Tis thus (ni) 
thgit we fufFer Rain, Cold, .and other 
jnatural Inconvenienciesi bec^ufc we 
cannot help it : But as the Laxv of A/4- 
ture does not forbid us to defend our 
felves againft fuch Inconveniencies, 
when we have the Means to do it ; 
fo Reafpn does not in the leaft con- 
demn the Condud of a People, who 
make ufe of the Strength they have 
jin their Hands to Ihake off a Tyrant^s 
. Yoke. 
Thft nomine Far be it from, us, fay you, to e- 
pf«/^//^»«?/-fpoufe any fuch wicked Dodrine, fo 

l^t£nlA(^^^^i^^ to the Re{ped due to a 
nor ta good Sovcreign^ and cpnfequently to the 
^rinui, j^^ Qf Human Societv. Is it not cer- 
taifjj that there will be Vices as long 
as there arp Men, efpecially in Courts, 
and among the Great ? And People 
generally inclining to think ill of Ma- 
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(m) tht ^fitbor alludes bsre^ (fnd a little loroer^ to 4 
P/^ige in Ticitus,' and explains his listughs after the 
moji rejfomble mamier UwiU admit of. Quomodo fte- 
rilitatem, auc nimios imbres, ^ cetera nature mala ; 
ita liixum, vcl avariciam dominantium tolerate. 
Vicia erunt, donee Homines, &i HiJ}, Ub^ 4, Can, 
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giftrates and Princes, tho they are'.tlie 
molt innocent in the World, how c^ 
they defend themfelvcs entirely againft 
Murmiirings and Calumny? Befides, 
we commonly judge of things by Sue- 
cefs, and yet how often do we lee the 
moft reafonable and heft concerted 
Projefts mifcarry ? Add to this, that 
f here arc fome Virtues fubjecl to be 
confounded (n) with^Vice ; as good 
Husbandry, for Example, feems to 
border on Avarice, Liberality on Pro- 
digality, Severity on Cruelty, Mode- 
ration on Cowardice ; fo that what 
one Man takes to be a virtuous, an* 
other thinks is a criminal Action. If 
therefore the Safety of the Sovereign 
Power depended on the Levity of the 
People, there could not be any thin§ 



■r 



(n) Tacitus /^yx, there are odious Virtues^ is an 0tf 
Jlinate Senrity and Integrity ^ whiei never yields anything 
to Favour. Quxdam immo virtutes odiofunt, Seye- 
ricas obftinatdi invi£lus adverfum gratiam animus. 
jinnaL 15, 2i. Tix at kafi as fommon to confound the 
Vices with the Virtues- 4^ ancient Philofopber very weB 
obfirvet: Sunt enim, ut fcis, Vimitibus Vitia confi- 
nia • • » • (ic menticur Prodigus Liberalem . . . « imi* 
tatur Negligencia Facilitatem,^ Temeritas Fortitudi- 
ncm. SenecJtpifl^i 10! Vitia nobis fubVirtutiim nomine 
ibicpunt : Temeritas fub titulo Fortitudinis latet : 
Moderatio vocatur Ign^vi^ : pro Cauto Timidus acr 
^jintur. Efijf. 45. 
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ib wretchedaod jQUppery as the Con- 
dition of a Sovereign. And there is 
nothing more pernicious to a State, 
nothing that ought Ie& to be tolera- 
|:ed9 ^n ^ Maxim which fubmits, 
without Reafon, the Sovereign Ma- 
giftrate to the Will of the Mmtitude* 
If this prevail'd, inftead of faithful O- 
bedience, you would have nothing but 
Sedition and Trouble ia the Worlc^ and 
inftead of Peace continual War ; in a 
word, you would bring all things inu> 
Piibrder and Confiiiion. Here, Gently 
men, is a very fpecious and feyere Ob* 
jedion : But (uffer me to weigh it in the 
exad Scales of good Senfe,aad you will 
Tee 'tis a vain and trivial Argument, 
pf no I^orce in the Caufe it would 
maintain; &r, pray tell me^ what 
Conclufioh you draw from it ? Would 
you pretend by it that the People are 
pot allowM to bring the Prince to 
JReafon, tet him be ever fo wicked ? 
'piis is contrary both to the Law of 
Nature, and the Cuflx)m of the moft '■■ 
^mpus I^ations, as well anciei}t a$ 
'modern/ Would you conclude fpm 
henc<^, that the People ought not: ralh-^ 
\f to undertake any thing againU: the 
Vuhiick Good ? Irhat is oothmg co mk^ 
for I atn ulkiug of iha lawtul Ufe, 
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ajBd aot of tlie Abufe> o£ the R^ui 
itf hicb; I attribats m tfaeni; aod tti 
iZKiBiiui^ beiedoDa'd abiblateiy: JNii , 
of whidi .a good u£b. miift be made ; 
other viTe, die cftabiifiiiog Ma^baics 
•nd Pciooes, tOuhont vrhoiii dnerd 
would be no Q$net in the WofhA^ 
011^ to< pafi for ft thing burtfid to 
Maiddod;. foteverf oackaoviSf that 
both Princes aad Ma^ftrztes„ Iram 
tbe jgsiaifei: to the greateft^ oftev e»< 
crdle tbek Aiuhoriiy widEe<%V' atui 
to the Cboiage botb of their FeUowv 
Cicusens^ and themfelves? Wouid 
any bod3f tbea {wi ' thbre flusahibB im> 
Magiftrates and rrinecs^ and renoiinco 
9 DoSttmOy whidH/'^t^oa&mtts theyr 
are tmeS^ty «o So^iet^?, uodsr pre.« 
ttoce^'t&efe'who aire tho&n laajc (HnoiKd 
Wkk^r Wherefoc^ fince w^ici 
e$Mfent < fo condemn ;<^ Abufej ilratH 
KdMi! tOr F^ccs aod Magiikataes^ 
witnout oieBdiQg^^ the ; good ^I&l :^ 
their Right, why Ihould you pretend, 
that becauie the People may mal(e~a 
faaduftfof their Nitive Liberty^ e¥»n. 
afiaiQiil lite own. lateceft, 'tis trnief 




Care of the Corajmon^wcalth, to4eiT 



7 8 Of the Pmer of Sd/ereigfi^. 

from this Principle ? One who by his 
Jufticeand.Couirage defends the Goods, 
Liv«sf and Liberties of alj his Subjefts ; 
if by his Prudence he previents any 
Hurt' from coming to them/Jlet them 
be 06 what Condition they will ; if by 
his Go6dnefs.he comforts and relieves 
theiti- in their Misfortunes, he act s,in 
a word, not like a Tyrant,^ but a Ci- 
tizen ; not like a Mafter, but a Fa-^ 
ther^o) ; if he always remembers he 
is a Man, and that he commands Men ; 
if the. fight of their Merit and Dig- 
nities does not excite Envy in him ; 
if he fees their Riches, and the Fruits 
of their Induftry with Pleafure, and 
does not look upon thofe of them, 
who are bufyM in cultivating the 
Minds^ of the reft with ufe&l ]Oiow« 
ledge, as fui^icious and dangerous 
Peribns, but regards them < as > Orna« 
ments of the Smte : If his Subjeds 
reflcft ever fo little on the Happinefs 



(o> 'Tif the Encmiim the ymgtf Piiay givti Tnh 
)an : Non enim de Tyranno^ led de Cive \ non de 
Domino, fed de Parente loqmmur. Unum ille fe ex 
nobis, & hoc magis excelBc atqae emincc, quod unum 
ex.nobis putat : n^c minus Hominem re»quam Homi- 
nibus praeeffe meininbt. Ihcelligamus ergO bona noftra^ 
digno^ue nos- illius Ufa, probemusi (kc« . P^egjr. 
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of their Age, and their own in par*- 
ticular, will not they (f) be tranlpor^ 
ted with Love, and full of Rcfpc£t 
Ibr fo good a Prince, will not they- 
value him as a Prefent from Heaven, 
and endeavour all of them to outvie 
each othei? in Loyalty and Affedion 
towards him ? If a Prince abandons^ 
the Paths of Virtue, which are thofe 
of true Glory; if he is among the beft 
of the wicked Pripces, and contents 
himfelf to excrcife his Fury towat^ds a 
few of his Subjects, tho he then de- 
fcrves to be calFd to an Account, tte 
People will not eafily ftir, for that on- 
ly either out of Human Weafcrieft, 
which does not fuflferthe Remledyw 
be as. ready as: th&Bvil, or becaufe 
Inferiors dre very apt. to excufehim, 
who h in a Condition to do? theni 
Good or Hurt, or that tho the InjiK 
fticedone to one or two private Per- 
fons may be very greats yet bu8 a few- 
being concern^ in it, the Body of the 
State commonly negleds requiring 'Sa- 
tisfa£Hbn ; and as for thofe that are 
opprefs'dy tho the Civil Laws are dfei 

fedlvey: the Law of Nature piits them 

, ■ ■ ( 
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(p) i'ce Seneca dcaement. M. u Capl la mjwfi* ^ 
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in 2 State of War, with Refpefl to 
the Prince : However, *tis more ad- 
vantageous for them to remain quiet, 
than by an impotent Refiftancc todraw 
upon themicfves worfe Misfortunes. 
■ And if the Prince /hould make feme 
Attempts on the Rights and Liberties' 
of all the People, or of the greateft 
part of them, what will not they fear 
and fii&r before they enter into a Ci- 
vil War, and deprive themfclves ok 
the Sweets of Peace ? But if he arrives 
to the lalt Excefe of Cruelty and Info- 
lence, infomuch tliat his Tyranny be- 
comes infupportabie, can we blame 
his SubjeQs, whom he has driven be- 
yond the Bounds of Patience, if they 
are not fo bafe, and fuch Enemies to 
themfeives, to expeO. God Ihould de- 
fcend from Heaven, and vilibly dart 
his Thunders at the Head of that Hoe- 
my of Mankind P Should we not, on 
the contrary, commend them for think- 
ing at laft on their Prefervation, and 
looking on the Fall of aTyrant, againft 
whom they rofe by virtue of the Per- 
miflion of the Laiv oiNatursy and con- 
iequently with Divine Approbation, 
as the Pumniment of God himfelf ? 
You reply, Any Government, let it 
be what it will, is better than Jntr- 
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cb/y and Peace always preferable to 
War. A fine Argument ! (^) And as 
much as if one mould fay, there's a 
certain Government in a Country, 
where the Laws are nothing but a 
vain Name, where Juftice is never 
done, where Violence and Cabals do 
every thing, and Equity and Reafon 
never prevail. Say you, we muft keep 
the Peace ; but if 1 am in Danger of 
being kill'd or robbM, muft I futfer it, 
without lifting up my Finger ? If this 
be your Sute of Peace, what is it that 
you call War ? If you would not have 
me make War upon you, do not you 
commit any A£t of Hoftility againft 
me. If you would have me keep the 
Peace with you, Uve in Peace with 
me. 'Tis not Country or Climate (r) 
that diftinguifh a Citizen and an E- 
nemy, but the Will and Actions. 
When I am tormented, when I am 
torn to pieces, and put to a miferable 
Death unjuftly, 'tis no matter whe- 



(j) Nob igituretai ilb lum Civitas, cum Leges 
in ill> aihil v^ilebanc -, cum Judida facebaot, &<:, Ottr, 
Ftrsdex. 4. 

(f) ^fk Cicciot Obfftvnims An tu Ovem ab 
Hiftcnacucaac loco, non antmo f^^tiliiue diltiaguis ^ 
Ptrtini 4. ptg, tfii. Edit. CrxT. mijor. 
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whether the Man that- treats me lb 
on worthily^ be my • declared Ehe*^ 
my , or f a Robber , or one who 
calls ■■hinifelf my Fellow-Citisien, or 
my Sovereign ; Injuftice is always the 
fame. All that ' rtiakes the' Diflfe- 
fence, is the Name of the OfFen* 
der, and that Circumftance ferves 
only to aggravate the Heinoufnefs 
of the Crime ; in as much aS he 
who ought to defend me againft B* 
nemies and Robbewi aQs towards 
me like a furious ' Enemy, and a 
cruel Robber. When, therefore, th6 
People rife againft fuch a Prince, 
'tis in vain to preach to therti the 
Advantages of Peace, and cry out 
againft the Miferies of War, as 
if any one could be happy at a time 
when honeft Men are profcribM 
and facrificM, to give the Tyrant 
an Opportunity to fatisfy his Paffi- 
ons peaceably, with a few Rogues and 
Debauchees, orasifthePeopfc, in re* 
pelling the Violence and Injufticedone 
by him and bis Creatures, were refpon- 
fible for the Evils of a Civil-War. No 
iurely : They ought to be attributed 
to the Tyrant, and not tt> the poor 
People ; for they were forc'd, by.liis 
pppreffion, to conve \o that fad Ex- 
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trcniity^."^he Eav^ot Mdrcus Au^ 
reiiui^ a. Prince Who accjuirM immor« 
tal Glocys by his Inti^rity and Probi- ■ 
ty, as well as by his Learning : and; 
Light Si after having (J) numbered up 
all the Emperors that had beenkill'd^ 
very juftlyobferves, that they brought 
theu* Misfortunes on themfelves by 
their Cruelty and ill Gondud ; that 
there never was a good Prince mur- 
derM by his Subjafts ; that Neroy Cn^ 
UguUy Otho\ and ViteUius deferv^d 



(0 The Juthorqwtei no bodf^ buz mthom doubt h^ 
took Ms Fsffage from Vulcacius Gallicanus, robofe terms. 
Be mikes ufe of : ffis W^H irk theje ; Enunteravit 
deinde \^AmomMus'\ pmnes. Principes qui occifi e^* 
fent, habttific caofas qaibos mererentur ocddi» nec^ 
quemqaam facile bonum ^el ^^uni i Tyranno, ( b/ 
Ae Weird Tyrant Uvobe mderfiood ber^ Getlerals ifobtf 
rebel igunfisbeir Prince^ gfidcMufe tbemfdves to be jpro-, 
elMm^d Emperors by the Soldiers) vel ocdfum dicens i 
iQcrttiffe Neronem, debuilTe Calrgulam, Ochonenii 
& Vitpllium, nee imperai^ voluifle* VH^ Avidii <:a(pu 
Cap. S. Oalba makes fmb fstnher. J($fieSm in Tacicus i, 
Sic ante oculos Nero^ qu6ih l^nj^ Carfanrm fene to*' 
mentem^ non Viudex cum inctjni ^rovincid, aut ego 
cum una Legione, fed fua immanitas» fua luxuria cert 
vidbus publicis depulere : ne^ue erat adhuc damnatf 
Principis«xenipium ; ibhiel^y seeorditig h^Verfum if 
d*Ablanocmrt, w, " Confider Njcro puft up roitbjuie Vi^ 
*' nity of € long kfce of Jm^ors : Yw4f not Vjndcx 
•* who deposed bim tfith a Trmnce difarm% mr »9filf 
*^ mtb one Legion^ but bis Cruelp atfd Debdufberj^tiiei 
** made bim tkfrft Example of a Prince condemn' d bj 
•* bk Subjs^s. Hift. Lib. i. Op, i5. 

G 2 ^^^ 
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fodi TreatmsnCy and Ihat thofe 
Frkicesy itiiore like Beafts dian Em- 
perbrs^ had not the €biirag& to 
rismn. 
Qfiichfm. BM 'bis Tiitle^ Getitteineiiy ta 
htoVe done ; for I hs^e beeh htk^ 
atlt tlmh I thought of: Afid you now 
fte that the Sorereigo Magifftrart;^^ 
vrklteytT Tide is given hiniy is not 
fent from Hieaveii^ but eftablifh'd 
fa^ the comiiloii Cdnieat of the 
€ffiinmul[iit7 ; Thait if he behaves 
himfeifi, as becomes a Prince or 
Ma^iffrate, he muft acknowledge 
he IS fabjefted to the l^vi^s^ and 
rtbt abdve att Law j That he ought 
tt) meafure his- Power, not by his 
Cafficey but by the Advantage of 
the Commo^^weakh ; and if he does 
other wife, he bBa not as a Prince 
or Magifl:rate^ but as a Tyrant, 
wfaoni his Subjb£bs may^ in fuch 
Cafe, fupprefs, according to the 
Rules of all Divine and Human 

Right. 

All that remains now, is for me 
to do what the Solemnity of the 
i>ay requires: You wait for the 
Initallmcnt of him who is to be 
my Succeflbr in the ReSorlhi^i of 
this Academy^ fot the ehluing 
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Year ^ therefore to leave the Place 
void, aoxxrding to the Laws and 
Oift^m, I f^fi the OSkc^y and 
from this Moment am no bnger 
your KeStqVf 
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Liherty of Confcience: 

Wherein is Ihewn, 

Thgt by ihe .t>av>:.of Na- 
ture and Nations, Reli- 
gion is not fubje6t to 
Human Authority. 

TheDtfiM of ■ Y Have cnofen a Subied, Genrie- 
S. nK; I men, yery fuitable to the Solem- 
Uver'dthuDif' -*^ nity of the Day, and the Dignity 
rf^lmoldu^^^ the Auditory, equally numerous 
the 6tb of ¥cb. and iUuflrious, by all the Advantages 
Mjo6. vfben^ pf Nobility,, good Senfe, and Learn- 

%mf^ jng. I propofe l;o my felf to fliew 
^i/fjkcf fouy that, whaie^r fome Men think, 

Xi&Jr-no Mart is aWovf'^ to cora^^x^^ 

\v;\ 



!^ 



Of the tibm^tcfCimfsienfe. By 

fdrbid- others . thg) fo- ofej^^jt^f • any 
JReligfOtt whatfi>ew0r, and to.SrCe or 
puaiIhthQia;ai!Q»fe(of Ri?fuC»}, ^either 
V;^Arnis,^ Of ;. the, ;$.word pf Jufticp. 
Tis a; thing, tifygry. great Confe- 
aUence, andac th^^iani^ titnevery 
4ifficulc to,prop<wn4, in.a.fpw Words, 
stad dearly de9i^; .a Qii^ftion which 
concerns all G^oj^ri^s, all Ages, and 
all Mea : In which y/^ ^deavour to 
prove theRight of L4berty,with refpefb 
tothe Authority of ,$pv€a*eign Powers 
ov^ Conrciencp$j: j^d Ihall do^ .^ with 
th&greater App^^jfanc^ of ^PLeafpnit for 
therGloty o£G^ Myi^dicatediinit^ Er-o 
tors io Diyine Ma|f??.r% fity ipwePer- 
fooSyiSchifms, . arid j^iverfity, of .Se£is, 
begeca Conte^)p;lQi^.f^^eFe)IlOIues, 'an4 
the.toie .Worlhip of the Siiprepie Mar 
jtAy. ..'Tis fft eoor-oions a Sacrilege, 
thatJoBOt Qnlj{ R.^fQn,:and;Goj|impflL 
Stefe^ibut evie^jthings Miani'ni^eTeein 
fei» o^mbJe witfe^j^orrpr ajc itf .Who 
&6u3afi .but th^ . -trpfi; C^.i .ij jiiigh- 
]y _joffended , when falfe Deities 
are adoPdJ"6r'Tie is not "WOfihtpp'd 
atuxttdicig: to thSr^Rules.jhe h^s pre- 
fcrib'tfrpr an dd^and found Religion 
\s ibrfaken, tft^elj^l^e a new and 
peraicklus ono? Bdficles^ the Manners 
jof Men are corrupted, aadbottfeX&^tAk 
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deteftable Crimes often committed, 
under Colour of fome falfe Religion, 
which permits or authorizes them. 
In fhort, the Licence of Difputation, 
and the invincible Obftinacy of every 
one to fupport the Interefts of his 
Seft (f)j produce always Quarrels, 
Seditions, and Cabals, which difturb 
the publick Peace, and in fome mea- 
fure even the Order of Nature ; wliat 
follows from all this ? Are thefe abb-- 
minable Monfters, thefe Pefts of So^ 
ciety,thefe open and impious Offenders 
fuffer'd? No, no; all the Power and 
Means that can be made ufe of, muft 
be eniployM to purge the State, and 
Mankind of this accurft Race. There is 
no Remedy too hard, too cruel, too vi- 
olent, to root out fo contagious an Evil, 
and fave the Souls of Men, whatever it 
cofts to effect it ; the moft rigorous 
Pains, the moll terrible Torments do 
not at all come up to the Greatnefs 
of the Crime. In this Cafe, we fhould 

(i) Me mas ierettfsK math "/e of tie fane Sttfm, 
i;nbt Difimft reported if Dkjn Calfius,' Lib, ss. t$ 
/•^•Jmie Auguftus net ttjuffer try Imovaiian in Manert 
cf Riligilm,- . Set iht l^eSiem mrititn hj ife Aatbor »f ^fc 
i£( Philorophical Commentatyt <*■ '^i^ Sui^, iH i^'^H 
frejistal tit ijt KsJ. g. ^Y&.ftjiii. '''91 
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havenoRcfpeftfor Sex, Age, Relati- 
ons, Friends, for the Great or the Smati, 
the living or the Dead, no bodj' 
ihould be mvour'd or fparM ; and ewn 
all thofe ought to be exemplariiy pu- 
nilh'd as Favourers of Impiety, who 
dare hold any Friendfhip or Commu- 
nication witli, or fliew the leaft Kind- 
neft to fuch dangerous Perfons. This, 
Gentlemen, is the Language of tho{« 
timt are againfl Toleration, and would 
to God they could be confinM within 
the Limits of thefe violent and tragical 
l^^eclamations; but their Deeds have a 
long while anfwei-*d their Words \ 
Antiquity it felf has felt the Eflfcfls 
of it, die laft: Ages have not been free 
from it, and we have feen too much 
ot it, even in our own Times ; the 

freat Number of Examples^ that are 
nown to every body, excufe my en- 
iring into Particulars ; whole Nations 
lernifh us with a iad Spectacle, and a 
IjKaking Proof of it ; Jfia, AfriUy 
' {Atd Europe have been the Stage of 
fliefe unjuft Violences ; and even J^ 
hericx^ fo lately, or rather hardly 
yet difcoyerM, has not been able to 
efeape th^ fundus Zeal of Perfecu- 
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' r am fatisfyM, Gentlemen, fo fe- 
' vere and inhuman an Opinion, is not 
ifiTpirM by right Reafon, nor by a 
Hue Concern for the Glory of God, 
nor by a fincere Love too for ones 
Neighoour, but by Avaricq, .Ambiti- 
on, Vanity, and a Luit of Governing, 
?T would be to afFront the Jugh. Idea I 
^ve conceived of your ^ Virtue, and 
to |)!elie my own Sentiments in Favour 
p£ ..Maniiind, if I did not boldly anc| 
filejrly difperfe thefe wretched IUuIit 
pns, by which Mifts afe caft beforo 
peoples Eye$, with tile Help of cert 
taib empty. Terms, and big Words^ 
that Hgnifie oothirng. I fhall: tjii^refoi^ 
99dejLVOur to JObew, that; -tb the Inte-, 
itfl: . of every> one, rightly to, under- 
^nd^ that this Risour, wj)ich ha$ 
hidherto been ^colour d witb: tixp fpeci- 
qgiS Pretence of God^s Glory, and the 
j^u^Hck Good^ is nothingelfe, wheq 
W6 IoqH: upon it nakedly, and without; 
pifguife, but the Effea of Arrogance, 
and notorious Malice; which, to fay 
npthing of the mutual Hatred: between 
^l^iAians af)d Pagans, and >bove 
?ill, , of the Fury of Chriftiaos to- 
wards one another, was the^peadi (u) 
■ " ■■ '* ■ » ■ ' 

(u) See D\Qg«ne^ tacrc. Lib. t. §. 102. and Bis 

CommevtMon upon it. 
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-di Jnaehdrfisy Sccrates^ and an irifimtc 
Nuimbfer of honcft-Meii, who w^rfc 
miferably faa-ific'd xo the Rage of 
Perfeciitors ; tha to i^re Wifdom and 
Probitj^V without Reproach, they 
joinM the Profeffion'of a raoft pure 
.©oaiihfe, Under Shadow of revenging 
theit^ ]^tended Contempt ' of the di- 
vine and Human Majefty. • - ' 
' if I was to taljc tofueh, whbft Iii^ 
tereft it was to hold Men in difmal 
Bondage, I mould tindertafce * Vttry 
darigerdus thin'g^/ Getatlemeo-, !riid'€»> 
pofe my fclf to ?nvy, Hatred; aiid 
SkiJdtir> Bati'46 my good Fottane^ 
^J fpeak to Perfwisi' >)^ho, I have .i«a- 
fon to hope, will riot-be foriy to'heai* 
.fo important -and dslicate a Qpeftioa 
examined, withdutTafliohjaiwftwith- 
-out jPrejudice : A. Queftiori whidi 'be»- 
iiig 'ill decided, ^dravrs after it ^fadi. ... i..,^.^. ^ 
troublefome Confequences, bothJ ftn: V t" ,,ax >. 
■tMi G*feat, and for the SmalfJ Wc. . • •:'^ 
awfe tliis noble Liberty,- Tifad€*<S«>«5j ;,;;,1:;^V^^^ 
-to the extraordihairyl'Gdurige^fifd'V'a- ^ a '/:.; 

■fottr-of our Ancsftpr* J- wh5 'di«i'npp ; '^!.^v \' 
%ate thJeirGoodsyiior'theii' liives, -ta -,.( ,i m . ^i 
Wipe oft the Dtflidnbur of 'k'loiif St- ^.'^^^'^'JJ 
ws -6f^ Ages, af^d "^ivfer- 'Frfe^'inea, ,-. tAM\^. 
fibm k Slavelyj'aisffiaTneftil an^-'ua** -h .';««V 
ittft « if W mjlhiftcal* BvNJ^aN^ i^.i^-^fi^ 
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^^L thofe heroick Soals have renderM 

^^m themfelves the Admiration, not only 

^^H of their Follerity, but of all Mea 

^^m of Honour, Wifdom, and Virtue thro* 

^^H the whole World. Sutfer me there- 

^^P fore, Gentlemen, a Lawyer as i.am, 

^^M and rejoycing at the Opportunity 

^H that offers, to plead the Caufe of 

^^^^^^ Mankind this Day, in the Center of 

^^^^^K the Liberty of thefe flourishing Pro- 

^^^^^H .vinces ; and by confounding all the E- 

^^^^^H nemies of Tolkration, both by facfed 

^^^^^H Authority, and the inviolable Law of 

^^^^^H Nature and Nations, to vindicate a- 

^^^^^* Jloud the Liberty of that great ^cpub- 

^^g lick, pf which God is Chief, and all 

^B Men are Members ; which is not 

^H bounded by a Mountain or a River, 

^^1 nor enclosM in a little Compafs of 

^^^ Ground ; but has no other Limits 

^ „ , . than the Ocean, and the Courfe of the 

offbhPif. Sun, 

tm'fe. * Religion, according to my Ug- 
SKtlderftandmg, Gentlemen, is a Gift 

jj prov'i. which God has .given to every one in 
'■i .^J"** ^'■' particular. 'Tis fubjed to hisMotL- 

of NoMre eve- * ■ t r ■ ^- 1. V» 

yweiv^r- ons aud Infpuations ; but as to all 
M>u4 to di things elfe, free and independent of 
•5'^6/S«all Empire in this World. Thus 09 
:^rj> ^M». Body fhould enter unwillingly or igno- 
■^^u ^- '^wf 'y into any B.dv^\Q^i^^Qs:\st'i w tiat- 
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Of Liberty of Coafcieme, 
foevef ; and no Man, by virtue of a- 
ny human Right, may force any Per- 
fon to embrace a ReHgion, or conti- 
nue in it, or conform himfelf in every 
thing to that which he has preferr'd 
to all others, by Arms, or the Autho- 
rity of Lam. Let us confider the L*m 
of Nature (for I muft begin there :) 
What can be more )uft and equitable, 
than to leave every one full Liberty to 
do what he thinks beft in his own Af- 
fairs, provided no other Perfon is ran- 
cern'd? Who does not k-now, that 
all Men bring into die World with 
them a. Tendency to feek their own 
Advantage ; and, on the contrary, to 
fly what is hurtful to them? (*)This 
xeigning lEKlinatioh is not particular 
to Mankind : 'Tis obferved in all A- 
nimals in general ; 'tis common to 
thofe that fly in the Air, that fwim in 
the Sea, or that live upon Land ; 
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(x) Placet bis .... quorum ratio mihi prolncur. 
limul Jique natum fit Animal .... ipfum iibi coacj- 
liari, & comincndari ad k conlf rvandum, & ad fuum 
ii3iatneiq\ieiiaxCtbus l&tlieveitmuji be reidfOidwe 
foSow tbtrcm one of the biji t/Larufiripu of Grutcr, 
where the Trtct if ique qus ; wtfeJi the taaimm Jtetdh-g 
it Sc ad ca qox) tonrerrantia I'unt ejus fticus,cliltgen' 
da ; alienaii autem zb intecitu, iiique rebut <j<iziii' 
(cmum viiieancuraSerre, (.iiti.iUfrib.bmi. iS md- 
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which flicws 'tisr imprinted In the vc-' 
ry Nature of Animals, by that All-' 
wife and Almighty Being wha 
&rmM the Univerfe; and who by 
that fets before the Eyes of all Crea- 
tures, without Exception, from the 
firft Moment of their Exiftence, the 
Rule of what they may, and what 
they^ ought to do. However, Man 
has in this a confiderable Advan- 
tage, which exalts him highly above 
Beafts ; and that is, the Creator, be-^ 
Udes the Faculti^ of the Body, hada- 
dor n'd his Soul with certain more noble 
Faculties (j)^ which keep him front 
being always flipping, or running 
rafiily after all forts of ObjeSs, or 
embracing, by a blind Motion, that 
which flatters aiid pleafes him ; but, 
on the contrary, .to determine after 
an exaft Comparifon of Things by fo- 
tidR^fon^ which ferves him as a 



i**>«a^akad^^^lM<M 



(jf) StCi inter Hominem & Beloam hoc maximeln* 
terefty quod haec tancnm, quantum renfu movetury 
ad x^ folum quod adefti quodque przfens eft fe accom- 
xtiodac, paululum admodum Tenciens przceritum aut 
futurum. Homo autetn, quod racionis eft particeps> 
per qoaiti confequentia cernic, caufas terum videt^ 
cariimque progrelTus & quaii anteceffioaes non igno- 
var,. (imilitudines comparac, & rebus prefentiints ad'* 
/ufigic acquc adnc^Vic totaras : totitts Vita corfam vi* 
d&t^ &x^ C&er. it 0§s* \^ \ »Q^^« v 
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Torch to light him in all Iiis Ways, 
and to difcern true and lafting Enjojr- 
ments from thofe that are falfe, imagi- 
nary, and attended with a Train of 
Grief and Repentance. 

Can any Violence, Gentlemen, any 
Agreement, any Authority, weaken, 
deftroy, and abrogate this great Law j 
which is the Source of all Human 
and Divine Right, the firft and fove- 
reign Law, unchangeable, conftant, 
and perpetual, agreeable to all Times 
and Places, proper to decide all Af- 
fairs, all Cafes, all Caufes ? We fol- 
low it conltantly in what concerns the 
Goods of the Body. 'Tis lawful for 
every one to fell or lend them as he 
thinks fit : Each Man choofes freely 
what kind of Life and Profeflion is 
moft pleafing to him ; he may be a 
Tradefman, a Fainter, a Sculptor, a 
Labourer, a Man of Letters, accor- 
ding as every one likes beft, and no 
body trouble themfelves about it, or 
be angry that we do in our own Af- 
fe.irs what we think proper, if no o- 
ther Perfon is concerned- And why 
is there not the fame -Equity in Mat- 
ters of Religion ? 

There is the greater Reafon why 
it fhouki be fo; for that the thwif, 
'-va.. 
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ai4 Bw» fk in (jueftion does not relate to the 
fiS%°qahf, Goods of Fortune, which are of little 
iSiii/fcouJJie Importance, and of (hort Duration. 
m^toemTrt/e ^^''8'°" ^^ "O Relation to any thing 
itt$ wbub fe but the Interefl: of theSoul : Its only 
itmh befl. End is the Sovereign Good, true Fe- 

Llicity, and etdrnal Happinefs ; to 
which none can arrive, without uni- 
ting themfclvestoGod; and that U- 
nion is not made by Words, nor Wri- 
tings, nor a pompous Shew of Offer- 
ings and Sacrifices. In a word, not 
by any Act meerly corporal, but by 
the Spirit only, by holy Thoughts, 
and a pure Will. 
k.TUthah- 'Tis not heceffary. Gentlemen, to 
/»'««'-"'«^''- fay, that all People, all Nations, from 
MmTofihl'un- one End of the Earth to the other, 
tvwi»hu J5'- aim fecretly at this great and fublime 
. jS7('^ii"ofEndi but by fo many Ways, andfuch 
Mm Semi- different ones, that Time and Voice 
would fail me, before I could number 
them all. I fhaU content my felf with 
obferving, that in tliis prodigious 
Diverfity of Opinions and Se£ts, what 
is moft certain, is, that every one 
loves his own, and thinks ic the beft j 
infomuch tliat tlie greateft part ot* 
Men dcfpifc all others, and fomego 
fo far, as to look on them as impious ; 
fo ilrongis the Power of the Imprelfi- 
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ons of Education rcceivM in Infancy, 
or in a riper Age. From thence it 
conies, that as Men commonly enter 
into certain Sentiments rather oy Paf^ 
(ion than by Reaibn, and are not fo 
much concernM to find out the Truth, 
as, coft what it will, to meet with 
fomething to favour the received Opi- 
nions of their Party, Few Men are 
qualified to make a found Judgment 
of what Religion is good, and what 
bad. The moft part of Men imagine, 
that there^s more refpeftful Piety (z) 
in believing fome fublime Notions, 
without underftanding them, than in 
examining them, and not believe 
till you are fatisfyM of their Truth, 
by folid and convincing Proofs. 

I do nor fay this, Gentlemen, toTodm uber^ 
blame any one: A more weighty rf^^^^-^ 
Confideration obliges here to go high-i?^too/ God, 
er, to pull down the Infolenceof thofef ' «^ ^^^ 
miamous Tyrants, who would reign 
over other Mens Confciences, with 
the more Force, and the more Sue- 
cefs. We muft, to that End, fearch 
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{x) Monfieur Noodt WAltes Vfe of tbe very Terms of 
n i^fleOim in TacicuSy Sanftiafque ac reverentius 
viliim, de a£tis Deorum crederci quam fcire. De 
moritus Qermtin* Cap. 34. v 

H ^Ssftt 
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after the ^eifons <^ a Thin^ which 
H of tb^ laft Importance ; xkx, in th^ 
i^vUy and Precipitawon wi^h which 
t^ Vulgar embrace, at a VentviFe, 
certain ggntimentir, without Kefle^i- 
on or Ejjamination ; bwt in tb« won-^ 

4(;rfui Way» of Pivine Wifdom. 
(4^ This l4P^ty, in the PoifefRpn of 
which we endeavour to re-in*feite aJl 
Mankind^and which giveis every Man 
a ft»U Righl to follow what Religion 
\^ thinks beft, without being di- 
^urI/4 on thi* Account by any wc 

whatibever 5 This Uberty, X &y» 
if we k)ok on Man by his Relation to 
Qo^'r fhould be efteom'd the natural 
Efie^ of a conftanc and inevitaUe 
NeceiTity. I will not go hf to fetch 
Proofe of this Alfertion, Q§ntlem?n, 

nor keep you a long time in fiifpen*;* i 
I will call yott your feMir j you who. 
are h^re betore me, tobe WitneffeP-c^ 

it, Don't you find @,yf^vY Day, thw 

'ti? not in your Power, <x rather, that 
it does not depend abfolutely on you* 

tp tlvnk fuch a thing, or fuco * thing. 
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Ttf) See the TreAtifp of ffmm Vnierfl^4iBg» vnn- 
fl^tjd out of j&ng|}(h, Pig. 34, & fc^ Mir. Amft, 
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iboner thanaoDther ? ^^/Tell me, if you 
cao^, ts there any OQe \)f you that al» 
ways fiads the Thoughts he wants 01^ 
wiJJies to have at any time, and on a- 
ny Point ? Do we form our Ideals by 
Fancy ? Po they not continually en- 
ter into our Minds whether we witti 
ox not, and without our knowing, 
from whence they come? Do they not: 
change every Minute againft our Will ? 
And when they are once gone froH\^ 
ys, can we call them, back again with 
kn our Care and all our Induftry? 
What, Gentlemen, can we conclude 
from this, but that no mortal Man, of 
what Rank:> Quality, or Condition 
foevei?, is Mafter of his own Confci- 
ence;. much lefs of another^s: And 
that it depends entirely on the Sove- 
reign and Btcmal Bfeiog^t ^n whofe 
IJ^nds '^s like Wa}&, wJiich he turns 
and molds into what Form he pleafes, 
leaving only the Glory of Obedience 
to us, anci o£ fqllowing s^ways his In< 
terior Motions. 



(b) Sec fom Oilff^jmut^^ m J?t. Burnet, Bijh^ of 
Siilisbury'i Preface to LaOaotius, of the Death of the 
Primitive Perffem$r$i in m AbfiraSfrinteiin tibe Rep. 

H 2 Xow 
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You therefore who have a fuperiour 
Power in your Hands, do not puflF 
your felves up with a foolifh Prefump- 
tion : Have always Regard to the 
infeparable Weakncfs of a human 
State, and do not without any Rea- 
fon be oflFended with thofe who have 
given no other Offence to you, than 
by their being of another Religion. 
Far be all Conftraint from you ! Have 
a Care how you ufe thofe ill, who o- 
beying the Law of Nature, decide for 
themfelves. What Party is moft fafe 
in an Affair fo ferious and important, 
but fubjeft to an infinite Variety of 
Opinion?, and who follow the Di- 
lates of their Confcience, in embra- 
cing and refufmg the one or the other, 
whofe Dictates are invincible and in- 
difpenfible ? What do you think? 
Do not you fee, that in fubjeding Re- 
ligion to human Authority, and ta- 
king away from others that Liberty of 
Confcience which they injoy naturally, 
and by the good Pleafure of your 
common Creator and Mafter, you not 
only render your felf guilty of a fove- 
reign Aft of Injuftice towards Men j 
but like thofe, whofe Impiety the Fa- 
ble reprefents. under the Image of the 
Cia/its^ you make NfTat with God ; a 
... w, . "^"^^ 
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War alike vain and audacious. If that 
infinite Majefty would have had but 
one Religion in the World, was it (c) 
diiEcult for hirfi to infpire all Men 
with the fame Idea's of Divine things, 
as he has given to all without Excep- 
tion the fame Sentiments of Good and 
Evil, Hunger and Tliirft, Cold and 
Heat ? Or if you had rather we fhould 
Iierc compare the Fortune of Arithme* 
tick with that of fo holy and reverend 
a thing as Religion ; Is not that one 
Example fufficient to convince one at 
firft View, that God might have done 
with Refpeft to his Worfhip, what he 
has done with Reference to Numbers? 
For he has fo form'd our Minds, that 
they all conceive after the fame manner 
the Truths of that fine Science, the 
moft certain and moft ufeful of all : 
We fee that in all Times, in all Pla^ 
ces, the Dutch^ EngUjby Germans ^ Ita^ 
lUn^i ^Aniards^ iremb^ AfrieanSy In^ 
dians!y TarUrianSy and JmericAns \ ^\\ 
Men, in a word, of whatever Con- 
dition, Quality^ Earty, or Sed, when 
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ic) Alihe K^jU^ion U attributed to the ^g o/Siam, 
f» P. Tacharct'j Voyages. See the Univcjrfal BiW»Or 
thcquc. FV/. 4. ;. 483, <v84« 
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they caft Account ; every oik finds, 
ibr Example, that 

(d) Cinque :&Q4Utre font Neuf\ istezi 
DeuXy refie Seft. 

Ttve and Four is Nine. 

Take away Tnfo^ dnd there remains 

Seven. 

Neither Hatred, Superftitkm, Ava* 
rice, Aml»tton, Mde, ]K)r any other 
i^aflion, can divide Men on this ArtU 
cle, ^nor alter fb dear amd enideiit 
a Rule : Sat Oh t^ Depth, Oh the 
infinite Wonders of Divine Wifdom ! 
How Ihort is our jRjeadi, Mrhen we 
endeavour to fathom diis Deiigns \ 
W^ith what Submiffion oi^ht ive aU 
Ways to adore ihis Ways, ^ved when 
liyedo not comf^eliend the Reafims of 
them! llbc^Jiaftiiot, O God, tfaougfac 
proper to give fuch a D^ree of Evi- 
dence to Religion, as xiuy lead us all 
to one Faith, as we have all one AritiK 
tnetick : Thy Wall fee done. What 
I^dlly is it not therefore. Gentlemen^ 
what Arrogance, or at leaft what In- 
juftice, for a miferaiile Mortal to 

(d) 4'Verfeiff -eoileauV. S^. i. ^ 41 . Edit, tf Amft. 

1702. • ' '. .' • ■■ Vj "».' \ '. -^ ••^« •■•■ ■ '• 



Of Liherty of Cmfdince. I c^ 

irtakc this DifFereijce of Sentiments % 
Pretext for his Cruelty ; a Difterertw 
which God, the only Sovereign Lord 
of our Cori(cienoe$Y has permitted, to 
give us frequent Opportunities to ex* 
jef cife our Tendcrnefj and Charity ? 
Let us have done with fuch as are 
capable of entertaining fo barbarous 
and horrible an Opinion. As for tu^^ 
Genitbmen^ when I have attentively 
joonfiderM the Conftitution of Humaa 
inbihgs^ a$ I muft of n^ci^ffity do m 
ha^lii^ this Option, | hiyp alway$ 
found toat NajTure has not brought 
forth a ffBfw priv^eg'd Perfons^ to whofe 
Judgment 111 iht reft of the World 
are to fgibinit: blindly ii^ the fearch 
^fter Tjruth ; but that (he has giyen 
a Share of Reafbii to all Msn^ tp the 
end that each may make ufe of bis 
ownUmkrflahding ; and that befide$ 
nothing is more conformably to Equir 
pfy than to grant to aioother the fame 
Rights we aiTume tx> otir felve% la 
^edy hjfature made a)l Men Qqua^ 
inafmuch as it has giyisn the fam^f Fa- 
culties tQ all^ and confequently fhe has 
not appointed any one Judge to de- 
termine wh^t is aHvantagious to anOr 
ther, fhe not having tais'4 Qfi^ above 
4ijpther. Jf then you govsta ^out 
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fclf as you think moft convenient^ in 
what concerns your Interefts, you are 
In the Right: 'Tisfair, provided that 
in your turn you do not refufe me the 
fame Liberty, in what concerns mine. 
Or, if you will affume to your felf the 
Privilege of judging what I ought to 
do, or not to do, for my particular 
Advantage ; may not I, with the 
fame Reafon, exercife the fame Ju- 
rifdi£tion with refpeft to you ? From 
whence we muft neceffarily conclude, 
That in Matters of Religion, no Man 
has a Superior in this World, who 
can impofe any Law on his Confcience. 
To advife fuch as we believe are en^ 
gag'd in any Error, and charitably to 
jendeavour to convert them to what 
we think the Truth, by gentler Pcr» 
fwafion, is very allowable ; but after 
that they muft be left intirely to do 
what they judge proper, and po body 
can lawfully be compellM by Arms, 
pr Fear of Punifliment, to embrace 
the moft pure Religion : The Reai- 
fon is, Becaufe \>y the Law of Na- 
ture we mayand ought to be fervice* 
able to all the World, as far as it de^ 
pends upon us, and cannot, without 
^ Crime, injure or hurt &ny Man 



Of Liberty of Cofifcienct, 105 

' 5. As no body has a Right to im-W^^'^.f'^ 
pofe on another a Religion which he ^"^^^^^ 
does not approve, or to oblige him to camot proiuce 
leave that which he does ; fo no 4ody 2t&'% 
can produce any reafonableMotive that cufe u in mt^ 
could induce him to ufurp an Empire '»^**'^* 
over another's Confcience. I Confefs^ 
there's a great deal of Reafon for not 
fufFering a perfidious, bloody, and 
wicked Religion, fuch as was of old 
the terrible Myfteries of the Bacchd^ 
nalesy which authorizM Falfe-Withet 
fes, Cheati5, Murderers, Robbers, 
Fornicators, Adulterers, and cither 
Things contrary to the Peace of Man«» 
kind ; or whicn, According to the bar^ 
barous Cu^omohhc^C art/iagimanSySinA 
fome other Nations^ ordainM (f) the 
offering Human Sacrifices to their Divi- 
nities : Sacrifices for whofe Safety arid 
Profperity ardent Vo^YS were elfe* 
where made. For what caii bemore 
agreeable to the Law of Nature, 
v/hich is the coiiimori Rule of all 



(e) *TU the I^efleSm of m amictit Latin Hiflorim 
p» ti&e CarthaginianS} whofacrifi/d their ovm Children : 
Quippe Hotnines ut vidimas immolabanc : 8c itjnpur 
bieres ( qux actas etiam hoftium xnifericordiam pro* 
vocac) ans admovebant; pacem Deorum fanguine 
eorum expofcentes, pro quorum vita Dii rogari max^ 
imt foienc. ^ufiin. Lib. i8^ Cflj.6. 
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Laws, Human and Divine, than to 
fuccour Men like our ielves, and as 
much as we can, to hinder the Inno* 
cenn being butcherM, martyrM, or 
fdundePd, neither by the Villany nor 
Artifices of a Raical, nor even by the 
f>Iind Zeal of a fqperftitious Bigot f 
But when a Religion nuintains no 
Tenets that fiivour a Crime, or en- 
ccHirs^e any Diforders in Mens Man- 
ners, to what End, I pray you, would 
^ou hinder thefe that are enjgagM in 
^t to follow that Path which they 
tfike to lead moil diredly to th^ 
Sovereign Good ? Why would you 
deinrive them dF the Hopes, with 
ivbich they agreeably flatter 4iiem- 
£dve$^ and of the Fleafure of acting 
jiccording to tti^r own Underf^and- 
fpg ^ Since their ib <k)ing is no JPre- 
\xSx^ to you, nor to any one Livings 
l^^arfromit: If their R^ligianisgooq, 
VQU fbpuld rather embrace it your 
leives ; if 'tis bad, fati$fy your felf 
with defpifing \%\ but whatever 
\% the Foundation of a Religion; 
What obliges us to profcribe it, ff 'ti$ 
true ? And what Right have we to 
endeavour it, if'tisfalfe? 'TisaMat-^ 
ter of Confcience, in which no body 
hut the ^CL'fons ^co&ffing aije con- 
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cern*d, whether its good or evU. They 
think it the heft, what Bufinels is it 
of ours to (UftttA them ? How can a 
Man of Honour and Probity, -a pi- 
ous, wife, modeft Man, in a word, 
one who accuftoms himfelf to mea- 
fure his Right not by his Paffioos and 
Fower, but by the conftant Rules of 
Reafon ; how can fuch a one, I fay, 
without blufhii^, abandon himfelf fo 
fe,r to meei* Malice]and Envy,as to pre- 
tend to take away from others, in the 
whole, or in part, a liberty which 
Nature gives alike to all tn general, 
without doing himfelf, or tnofe he 
perfecutes, the leafl Good by it. No 
Man, therefore, has Right or Rea- 
son to hinder the fciercife of any other 
Religion, in which neither himfelf, 
nor any one elfe is concern'd. On the 
contrary, every one has good Reafon 
and undoubted Right not to worfhip 
a God, in whom he docs not believe, 
and not to enter againft his Will into 
any Ecclefiaftical Society. In other 
things a Perfon receives lome Advan- 
tage, without knowing or underlland- 
ing liis Interefts, and may be compell'd 
to acquit himfelf of certain Duties of 
Civil Life ; there*s nothing abfurd or 
unlawful in this : But in xVvc \Sivc «& 
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Reliiro% which confifts effentially in 
a holy Commerce between God and 
Man, all Force is ufelefs and unlaw* 
fill. 
no My b4s 4n 'Tis not lefs a Man's Privilege to 
jmbomjtocaEqmt a Religion after having em- 

t^J^cba! M^^'^ it, than to profefs it at firft. 

^to%/i.*' Indeed, that Perfon fhews himfelf to 

P^ be manifeftly unworthy of being rec- 

koned a Member of the Spiritual So» 
ciety between God and Man, who 
does not love the Head of it with an 
'extream AfFedion, and adore his Di- 
vine Majefty with his Heart, and not 
with his Lips only; who has not Cou- 
rage enough to follow him conftantly 
every where, and embrace that Wor* 
(hip which is the moft pure. . He who 
choofes a Religion, with a Defign to 
procure to himfelf a certain Good, 
, and an infinite one, may, without 

injuring any body, r^ferve a Right to 
bimfelf to examine whether what it 

' teaches be exaflkly conformable to the 

Truth ; for unleis a Man is afted on-^ 
ly by a Spirit of Faction, he never 
profefles or continues in any Sed, out 
0f RefpeCi: to it, but in hopes of en- 
joying the good things it promifes to 
all thaii follow Jts Precepts : : As long 
aj h^: thinks VtWi> xX\^ ^^wa Reafon 



-o' 
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that obligM him to join with fiich a 
Body,fhould oblige him to remain with 
it ; out as foon as he difcovers he is de- 
ceivM, he has a Right to abandon a 
Religion, in which he could not find 
what he fought after. 

It does not follow, fronj what l^eOeriNim 
have faid, that thofe who enter into ^yj y-^^^^^ 
any Ecclefiaftical Society, may governi*^ Eccufufii' 
themfelvcs abfolutely in it,accordingto^ ^^^ 
their Fancy. God forbid that we fliould of wUcb be n 
countenance fo unreafonable an Opini-^ Akwfcr. 
on ; we fhall be carefiil how we autho- 
rize fuch a criminal Licence, under Co- 
lour of maintaining the Liberty of Re- 
ligion. I very readily acknowledge,that 
whoever joins with a Society, ought 
to conform himfelf to the Rules which 
it has eftablifhM with the common 
Confent of the Members,according as it 
judg'd proper by apparent Reafons(/). 
There is no Community can flourifh, 
or even fubfift, without fome fort of 
Law or Difcipline ; and that which 
profeiTes particularly to be a School of 
Piety and Virtue, ought, without 
doubt, more than any other to reduce 
the Liberty it attrioutej to it felf, 



(f) Ste Mr. Lock'i Latin Letter tmccmitig ToUc- 
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vrithia tbe exa£l Bouadk Qn>uty and 

Uonowr. 
No EcckftdfH' However, finee tlie^ Ead of aoi Ec<>* 
ri/ jorirnf cfefiafticd SociiSty is fiot to heap up 
2?^^rte^the Riches cf Sea aod Land, nor to* 

t^ its ambitious Defires^ butr to en- 
I^tuen the Mind^ to corre^ the. Faf- 
fions, and by that means badvta fovei-' 
reig^ and eternal Felicity \ it ought: 
hoc to preferibe its ¥atai!ies aa^y things, 
buc what is capable of uniting thent 
taGod;^ and give them Hbpes^ with a 
modefi: Afliirance^ that tmf fhall he 
Weft with the Eflfeflts q£ hia Favouc 
and A^^ion : And this being only 
to be done by the Interior Motions o£ 
the Soul, there's no need of arming 
the Ecclefiaftical Difcipline with 3 
coercive Force, or that it. feouldexer- 
dfe it with a. defpotick Authority^ on 
advance any tfaii^ tending to Ava4!ii:Q 
OP Cnaeky. Believe me> haughty Car- 
riage^ and ways of Rigeur^ are Iwre 
out of Seafon : 'Tis not by Pii&os,,. 
by Whips, by Torments, bytiiefpii- 
ling ot ftooi or by Yioleiice, thaft 
one aflfefta the Will (g)> that is don*: 

by 

(g> Ncm ea opas vi & iojarik^ quia Rfti^iQ cpgi 
won potcit. Verbis potvu%> <l\x^\x\ vccbecibusi tos ai? 
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3 Mind muft be convinc'd before 
the Heart can be toiich'd, and *ds 
the Heart which unites Man to God. 
The Racks which a barbarous Zeal 
invents, torture the Body, but make 
nolmprcffionon the Confcience, and 
produce nothing in Rehgion but Falfe- 
hoods, Hypocrify, and Impoftures; by 
whicli, if we think to appeafe the 
Divine Majelty, or rather to delude 
him, I am afraid there's as much Im- 
piety as Extravagance in a Thought 
fo vifibly abfurd- 

An Ecclefiaftical Society has xh&xo- hov fir ibe 
fore no other Power, no other Autho- fo^^'^of «• 
rity, but that of Counfel, Exhorta- £°^^^^ 
tions, peaceable and mild InftruSions : 
When thefe are all employ'd in vain, 
and cannot cure the Blindnefs of fuch, 
as have embrac'd fome Opinion con- 
trary to that which is generally recei- 
ved, let them, if 'tis thought proper, 
be cut off from the Body as incorri- 
gible Members, who refufe, as is be- 



gepda eft, ut fie voluntas deflrin&atur- l^mt, IJt.^. 
Cap, 19. Set the PliilofQphical Commentary, St. 
Ptn I. Chap. 2. Pat ^. Chip. '^^ /md 3. Pun 3. Cirf/. 
37. sird an Abjina of tn Engliih Letier of Mr. Lock J 
M Tolkratioa, in the i^ib VeituBi oj ike BiblJothet|ue 
Univerfelle, p. 170, & fecju. 
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lievM, to hearken to Reafon. You 
fee. Gentlemen, in what all the Power 
(h) oi a Religious Brotherhood con- 
fifts. This is all the juft and reafon- 
iaible Punifbment it can inflift ; fo far 
it may go, and no further, without 
ading againfl: Nature, and the End 
of a voluntary Union ; fuch as Re- 
ligion is, which does not fufFer any 
one whatfoever to be detainM againlt 
his Will, (ince every particular Man 
, is permitted to embrace or quit a Re- 
ligipn^ according as he thinks it good 
or bad. The Society has, with the 
fame Reafon, a Right to judge whe- 
ther he is a good Member or not ; 
but why Ihould it, under that Pre- 
tence, declare immortal Enmity and 
War with thofe it refufes to receive, 
or that it will not fufFer for the fu- 
ture to be Members of the Society : 
Tho after 4;his Separation they ceafe to 
be Meijibers, united by the common 
Name of a Party, and by the fame Ec- 
clefiafticaL Difcipline, they are Men 
as much as they were before, and 
ought not to be the lefs regarded ; or 
living under the general Laws of Hu- 



ta*i 



{h) . See Monf[:wr le Clerc'f Parrbafiaiuu Vol 2. 
/. 288, « fequ. . , 
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man Society, which take in all the 
habitable World. The Law of Nature, 
that tacit Law which Reafon teaches 
us, protpds equally ,and without diftia- 
ftion, all thole that could never agree 
in the Profeffion of {the fame Religioa* 
Why fliould any one be ignominioufly 
deprivM of that Right, and forfeit the 
Privileges of Humanity ? Permit me^ < 
Gentlemen, to fpeak now in the Nara^ 
of all Mankind, and addrefs my felf 
to fuch as are of another Opinion. If 
any one pretends there's no common ^ 
Right between him and all thofe that 
diner frpn]£ him in Religion, and would 
by that juftify his Ayarice, Qpijelsy, 
or Reveaae, let him kqgw phat m\^§f^ 
Colour of Pi^ an^J^e^lifw tfh^rfet 
tereftof bi^Seej:^ h(f;jmag^tie%rpv^r 
tumsi.GiCjoMnefs > Juftice,; Mo^^&j^ 
Hoo^fty^ian^aU the^^pih^r Viitues'ijjn 
wlM?jijt^g,(:or>ve?fefiqn^^ fif: JVJaflkiiw) 
defier\4s^ft^. lhe^% hi^sjfdf ^^^ipjpdo^? 
with Refped to God, as he is guilty 
of a bkck-and" a bominable V ilkfty 
towards, his Neighl?Qiir.;.;. fifiqe wif^- 
out Right or Reafon he deftroys, i as 
toudi^^$ in;li?Bi, M . ^^drigijiai Re^. 
latioa eilaoUih^d^betweed Man l>y t te;. 

■.■•■■•• • . • • ^' -^w > 
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SS ^^tn '^^^ P^^^" ^^^"' ^^ the State of Na- 
jtwrr/Jlh tr t^re at leaft, that is, before Laws and 
prefcribe what CivU Government were eftablilh'd, 
Sfgoo^lla «o Man might pretend tp judge fove- 
bifSubjeasi reignly of the Ideals Men ought to 
pw'd by the have of the Deity, and the Worfhip 

Nature avd ^. • j i • • i_ i /- i 

Mvd of Civil they paid him, much leis to compel 
Societies, of Others by violent ways, by War and 

7itiiii'''' A^^h to fubfflit bUndly to his Opi- 
nion: This being granted, with what 
Right, with what Shadow of Reafon 
fi) cte Princes pretend to fuch an Au- 
thority in their Dominions ? Civil So- 
ciety is form'd by the Union of parti- 
eiilar Perfons, and is nothing elfe but 
the Conjunftion of a certain Num- 
ber of People, confider'd as they 
form a fingle Body ; How then can 
W€ attribute to the Sovereign a 
Right, with which neither qt the 
particular Perfons was^ inv6fted ? 
Befides, there's not the leaft Colour 
of Reafon which obliges one- to give 



* (i) See tfce Philofophical Commtntapry.. Pnyt i . Chap. 
6. p 132. & fequ. l^r. LockV Lmn letter of Tol- 
kration, ^ 1 1» & fequ. 35* & fequ. ^8, & fequ. jilfo an 
Abjird^ of hpf Englilh Letter^ in the Univcrfclic Biblio- 
y tlieque* VO. 49, p. 324, & fequ. and sm Akfira^^fan- 
^ber Englilh Treatife, mdy the Rights of ^c Chri- 
itian Church, &c in tie ioth Vol. of jfc Bibliothcque 
Ooj/ie, bj Mr. Ic Otxc^ t»^^a%& fe<^u. 
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the Head of a State more Power in 
Religious Matters than each Perfon 
has by the Law of Nature: Is the 
Sovereign more concernM thari each 
particular Perfon was before the fet- 
ling Civil Government, that every one , 
fhould not have full Liberty to pro- 
vide, as he thinks fir, for the Salvati- 
on of his Soul, without injuring any 
Perfon ? If we confider the Origin, the 
Reafons and End of eftablifliing Civil 
Societies,we fhall find^twas in no wife 
Religion that obligM Men, who be* 
fore liv'd fcatterM up and down ia 
Fields, Woods, Forrefts, and Wilds, 
to build Towns and Cities, arid form 
States, but the Fear of thofe Infults to 
which every one was exposM when Men 
liv'd feparat:ely and independently. In 
cflfcft, the fad experience of the Fury 
and Brutality of fome Men's Minds, 
which hinder^ others enjoying peace- 
ably. and fafely his Goods, Liberty, 
anci Health, was the Caufe of feve- 
ral Perlbris agreeing to live under 
the fame Laws and Goverriment, to 
be a mutual Help to each other, an4 
preferve the common Peace by their 
united Strength: Such, Gentlemen, 
was the true Origin, Motive, and 
^Bnd pf eitablifhing Civil Soc\fiX\ss \ 
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fuch was the View of thofe that formed 
a State ; this was what they aimM 
at, and unanimoufly agreed in. When 
^' they fqund the Safety they fought after 

in tne Protedion or the Government^ 
there's op doubt but they very readily 
allowM the Prince all the Power that 
was abfolutc^y neceffary to enable him 
to procure and maiotaiti the publick 
Peace. Every Man ought to look up- 
on that as good which tends to that 
Endy and as ill that is contrary to 
it : The Sovereign forbids the one, and 
commajpds t}ie other ; and if any one 
breaks hisj Orders, he has the Sword 
in his Hand to puniih thofe that con- 
teipn Civil Authority. However, a 
good Prince will ufe his Power, fo as 
not to chaftife fuch as oflFend through 
Ignorance, oQr always fuch as are 
guilty of a deliberate Crime, much 
lefs does he delight in the Sufferings 
of Criminals; he minds what is to 
conpie more than what is paft, and pro- 
pofes, in all his Adions, the publick 
^ood only : He takes proper Meafures 
to prevent any thing which has hap- 
penM prejudicial to it, froipi happening 
atgain : He knows all Men naturally 
incline to feek after what is advanta- 
gious, and fly what is hurtful to them* 
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and neverthelefs that they do not al- 
ways know their own Interefts as well 
as they fhould; that fome are be- 
witchM with an immoderate Love of 
Money, fome are charmM with Plea- 
fure, fome tranfported with Choler, 
fome deprefsM with Fear, fome hur- 
ryM away by Temerity, that few Men 
contain themfelves by Reafon within 
the Bounds of their Duty, and all Men 
one time or another are mafterM by 
their FaiSions. The only way to pre- 
vent Diforders, is to fupprefs tHe Ma- 
lice or Negligence of the People by 
threatning fome Funilhment, and a- 
3:ually executing it on inch as break 
the Laws ; fo that thofe who do not 
underftand the Advantages of Civil 
Society, or defpife them, may be re- 
fbainM as much as is neceflary for 
the publick Good, by Fear, and the 
Severity of th& Laws : When by 
comparing the Punifhment they ex« 
pe£fc, with the Crime they are temp- 
ted to commit^ they find 'tis not 
worth their while to diflurb the 
Peace of the Community, and that; 
no Good can come to themfelves 
by it. 

I 3 ^>a& 
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How far the But as the Authority of the Pr in cc 
l7fgmex^ extends to all things, which regards 
tends, avd they thQ End of Civil Society ; lb that 
T-^n^^'^'^'^^r which does not any way influence it. 
Virtue. IS out ot his Jurudiction. Indeed to 
what purpofe . fhould he attribute to 
hitnfelf more Power than is requifite to 
procure the Safetv and Welfare of 
the Publick. Did. thofe who made 
him their Sovereign, or of whom he 
holds his Sovereignty, intend that he 
ihould, without any Keafon^ rob 
them of their dear Liberty, tte Pre- 
fervation of which was the chief Mo- 
tive of their fubjefting themfelves to 
Laws ? We cannot imagine any thing 
fo abfurd. Civil Government is not 
appointed to deftroy or diminilh the 
Liberty of thofe who fubmit to it, 
but only- to direft the Ufe of it for the 
Good of the Community. Men did not 
certainly enter into Societies, but on 
cond it ion that it fhould be free for every 
one to govern himfelf,as he thought belt 
in all things; by which the State re* 
ceiv'd neither Good nor Harm. Per- 
haps, Gentlemen, you'll think I am 
edther miftaken, or a Fool, if I add, 
that Honour and Virtue, two Quali- 
ties which are, without all doubt, the 
%eH: Ornameatt oi TiA.^ix\i;^^ So- 



Of Liberty of Confcience. 1 1 ^ 

ciety, are not however always, and 
'm all things, prefcrib'd by the Civil 
Laws ; nor the contrary every where, 
and in all things forbidden. Howe- 
ver, if we examine the Matter with- 
out Prejudice, can any thing be more 
true than this Paraaox, or more a- 
greeable to the Rules of Equity ? We 
need only refleft, that a Prince, as 
fuch, does not look upon Virtue, Ho- 
nour, or Duty, by the faireft Side ; 
by that which the Philofophers view 
them, when tliey endeavour to in- 
fpire their Difdples, by exad: Precepts, 
with the Love of Wifdom,, and a fe- 
rious Application to cultivate and per- 
feft the Faculties of their Souls. 'Tis 
certainly not the Place of a Sovereign, 
to take the Doftor upon him, with 
refpecl to his Subjeds, to adorn their 
Minds with beautiful Knowledge, to 
moderate the Fury of their PaiTions by 
Leftures of Morality, and to work 
the Reformation of Manners, by ten- 
der Remonftrances, and reafonable 
Difcourfes : This is the Bufinefs of 
thofe who protefs Learning : This 
Care, and the Glory of it, Ihould be 
left to them. 'Tis enough that the 
Prince keeps fuch good Order, that 
neither the State, nor particular Per- 

I 4 ^^^^^-^ 
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Ions, receive any Hurt by the Follyj 
Rafhnefs, Deceit, and Villany of any 
one. Tis indiflferent to him whether 
Men aft with a willing or an unwil- 
ling Heart ; whether they are igno- 
rant or wife, crafty or dull ; provided 
they do not difturb the publick Peace, 
and obferve what is neceflary for the 
Good of Civil Society. From thence 
it is that he gives no Counfel or Ad- 
vice ; all he does,^ is to command or 
forbid : He never exhorts ; he threa- 
tens, he fiightens, he furrounds his 
Laws with the Fear of Punijfbment, as 
with a mighty Rampart, a ftronj 
Barrier. He does not make perfei 
Laws, nor propofe an accomplifhM 
Model of a regular Conduct ; but 
fuch Laws as the Nature of the Peo- 
ple permits or requires , and he confi- 
ders them as different in their Tem- 
pers, inconftant, rude, and very fub- 
)ed to irregular Paflions. He that 
would endeavour by too exa£t, or too 
many Laws, to reduce fuch Minds as 
thefe, to the fevere Rules of Virtue 
and Wifdom, muft know little of the 
Weaknefs of Mankind, or be fovereign- 
ly barbarous and cruel ; if knowing 
it, he has no regard to it. For with 
wiiat Reafon, and what View, fliould 
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fome Things be commanded or for- 
bidden under fevere Penalties ? Luxu* 
ry, Avarice, Rudenefs, Negligence, 
IdlenefS) Sottilhnefs, Senfuality, Im- 
prudence, and Rafhnefs, will always 
be found in Men, and always have 
ill EfFefts : And if they fhould be 
ftriftly forbidden, or on the contrary 
ftrittly enjoined, with a Profpeft of 
reducing all Men to a perfed State of 
Virtue, how vain would luchan At- 
tempt be ? The Prince would in fuch 
Cafe punifli the People, for breaking 
Laws which were not in their Power 
to keep. Add to this, that in exading 
the doing fome things, in themfelves 
very honourable, he may often have 
reafon to fear, fome Evil may happen 
worfe than that he would prevent. 
From all which we fee, a virtuous, 
n-ave, wife Prince, one that is affe- 
ationately concerned for the publick 
Good, ought not always to enjoin, 
under Penalties or Punimments, fome 
Laws otherwife very noble ; and that 
he may fometimes permit ()fr) Things 
vicious and difhoneft. 



(it) See PufFendorfi L<iw p/ Nutwc and Natms^ 
Book 8. Chap. i. $. <• 
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f^V^'i Pardon me, Gentlemen, if I here 
SB^etkrM abufe your Patience. I have perhaps 
if«, mu'd cnlargM on this Head farther than 
Zyl^'it yoti defir'd ; but 'twas neceffary to 
ligi&n to the explain the Rife, Reafons, and End 

Sr'( /' ^^ ^^^^^ Societies ; and the Subjeft 
ovcrcfgn. J ^^^^^ ^^^ required I ihould evident- 
ly demonft rate, that in good Politicks 
no Punifhment can be inflifted for a. 
ny thing which does not relate to the 
publick Quiet, and thePrefervationof 
the Goods of the Body or Fortune : 
And that as to other Things, every 
Man ought to be left to his Liberty, 
to govern himfelf as he thinks fit. 
For this being allowed, 'tis eafy to 
infer from it, what I affert as to Re- 
ligion, which in its Nature tends ra- 
ther to the Perfection and Eternal 
Happinefs of the Soul, than to the 
Profperity and temporal Felicity of 
Civil Societies. All Ages furnifh us 
with Examples of Nations as different 
from one another in their Worfhip, 
and the Ceremonies of Divine Ser- 
vice, as in their Language and Cli- 
mate ; and yet equally illuftrious, 
mighty, and happy in their Laws, 
Power, and Riches, in Peace, and in 
War. Be you your felves the Judges, 
if you will )ud^^ vm^^vtvallYn whe- 
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ther thofe that formM Civil Societies, 
proposed to themfelves to fubjeft Re* 
ligion to the Authority of tfte Laws, 
and the Sovereign, without any Ne* 
ceffity. But further, (and wtiat I 
have faid already is nothing to what 
I am about to fay) I maintain, that 
if they had been willing to do it, 
'twas not in their Power to make Re- 
ligion a Slave to the Civil Laws : For 
as it is rather a Gift of God, than any 
thing that depends on human Will, 
could Men ever iri any Manner, or 
with any Right, decide by Majority 
of Voices a Matter of this Nature, or 
make any valid Agreements or En- 
gagements concerning it ? What Ihall 
we conclude then. Gentlemen? My 
Thoughts are in few Words : The 
Power of the Prince is certainly very 
great in all Things relating to Civil 
Afiairs ; but affoon as Religion is in the 
Cafe, he has no more Authority than 
any particular Ferfon : So that if he 
enjoins a certain Worlhip by Laws, 
accompanyM with Punilhments, for 
thofe that refufe to obey him on tliis 
Occafion, he invades the Rights of a- 
nother, and ufurps an Empale which 
belongs to Go(;i only; and befides 
that, he will never mak^hviafeVixfea 
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greater, or gain his Ends, by con* 
iiraining Confciences ; he will never 
be able* to clear himfelf from the 
Charge of Tyranny. 

^fTiis I "^^^ f^^^ prov'd, Gentlemen, 
Difewrfe^m- thzt Religion is abfolutely indepen- 
tming mM' jcnt of all human Authority ; and I 
c^aZif\' ^^uft ^^ow examine the Reafons which 
ijmift lifer^f are made ufe of by fuch as are of ano- 
mf&^ii^ ther Opinion. They tell you, m the 
Bum drawn firft Place, there is but one way that 
J^JJ*"^^ leads to the Truth, and at the fame 
saivgtmrf ^time to a Life of Happinefs. If any 
rfo/ff v^e one does not know it, or refufes to 
^/^'^S^i^JfolIow it, is there any thing more ho- 
SdivMhn is nourable, more juft, and more agree- 
eniy to k g^^j^ j-q ^g commou Right of Huma* 

ncHm. nity, than to make him enter into it 
by fair Means, or by Force, by the 
facred Authority of a Prince, equally 
devout and fortunate, or by the Mini* 
ftry of fome fage, virtuous, and pious 
Perfons, a£ling in his Name, or ra- 
ther in the Name of God. What 
is more conformable to the Condition 
of a private Man, than to obey the 
human Majefty, the moft exalted, 
and moft augult, next to the Divine ; 
efpecially when it requires of him, 
with as much Wifdom, as Goodnefs 
and Affedion, a Tlviu^ which con- 
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cerns himfelf, and not a light momen- 
tary Concern of Civil Life, but an in- 
finite and eternal Good ? This, Gen-r 
tlemen, is one of their Arguments, 
and, if I am not miftaken, a very tri- 
vial one : For in what does it in the 
leaft make againft the Opinion I de- 
fend ? Turn it about, if you pleafe, 
on all fides, look into it, examine it 
carefully, and fure I am you will find 
'tis only a vain Noife, a Heap of Words 
fignifying nothing. Fray, Who are 
thefe enlightned Perfons, to whom 
kind Heaven has reveal'd the Ce- 
leftial Doftrine, which is the only one 
that leads to Salvation ? Let it be fo : 
But there are others, to whom God 
has not been fo gracious, who do not 
believe, nor are fo happy as they. 
There are in the World an infinite 
Number of Sedls, even among Chri- 
ftians, to fay nothing of thde into 
which the J^jv^, Turks, PagAnSy and 
People of other B ehgions are divided ; 
The Difpute which is beft ftill conti- 
nues -, and though all the World arc 
equally concern'd in the Decifion of 
theQueftion, yet neither Reafon, nor 
the La%v of Nature and Nations can 
decide it, I am very ready to grant, 
there is but on? only way that ii Caw \ 
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yet fince wc cannot agree about which 
it isy fince feveral are mark'd out 
to us, and each of them valuM and 
proposed as the beft, by thofe that 
have taken it ; is there the leaft doubt 
to be made of it, but I oUght to go- 
vern my felf by my own Underftand- 
ing rather than another's, in an Aflair 
of fo great Im{)ortaiice as my Sal- 
vation, in which I am moft certainly 
more particularly concernM than any 
other Perfon? Befides, if we ought 
blindly to fubmit to another in Mat- 
ters of Confcience*, pray who miift that 
/ other Perfon be? Shall it be the Prince.? 
What if he Ihould know nothing 
of Religion ; for 'tis meer Chance (/) 
that advantes a Perfon to the Throne 
by Birth, and we very rarely fee a 
happy Mixture of good Senfe and 
Learning with Nobility and Power ; 
or if, as 'tis the way of the Great, he 
would compel me by hisAuthority,and 
not convince me by his « Exhortations 
and mild Inftruftions,what a Condition 
ftiall 1 be in ? But fuppofe he is a Man o^ 
Learning, and makes ufe only of the 
natural and lawful Means, which are 






0) Nam S'^necari S; nafci a Priaclpibus, fortuitum, 
kc. Tm^hift: Life. t. Citf. v6* 
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Reafon and Argument, to convert me, 
I Ihould then, Gentlemen, highly ex- 
tol his Condud, and be very mudi 
indebted to him, for his Tenderncfs 
and Charity towards me; yet if he 
does not fucceed in his Defign, fo 
as to convince me enthrely of the 
Truths which he would have me be- 
lieve, why fhould i endanger the 
Safety of my Soul, by embracing a 
Religion I do not take to be good ? 
But is it not a very great piece of Pre- 
fumptioi^ in a private Man not to fub- 
mit his Judgment to the Opinion and 
Pleafure of a facred Pcrfon, in whofe 
Hands Divine Providence,and the Con- 
fent of Mankind have jointly placM the 
Sovereign Authority ? I will fiibmit. 
Gentlemen, to his Judgment in all 
things that depend on me, (m) and I 
ought even,perhaps as much outofPru* 
(fence, as out of Refpeft and Modefty^ ^ * 
to abate a little of nay Rights, in ifavour 
of jny Prince, whQ has it in hia J^jwet 
to dotxiegood, or to prejudice mre iji 
fomethlng felfe . more tlian; ; I mecy ; 
iuffer bjnobeyidghim Oft tliisOocafioa; 
but R^ion is of. ad6ther Nature :: I 



(m) See Mr. Lock'i Latin Letter comemivg Tollc- 
ration. j^» 3$?* . 
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cannot reafonably accommodate my 
Sentiments to thofe of another Man ; 
^tis an Homage I owe to the| Almighty, 
and confequently I ought to pay it 
after what manner I think is moft 
worthy of that Sovereign Being, As 
Jiigh as a Prince is advanced above 
his Subjeds, if we compare him with 
God, he is no more to be refpeded 
than a private Man ; and he ought not 
to be angry at the juft Preference I 

five to our common Mafter. Can I, 
efides, unlefs I am nud, fhamefuUy 
yield to ilichan abfurd and impious 
piece of Flattery, as to put a Prince 
above God Almighty ; hnce if I lofc 
the Favour and Love of that infinite 
Majefty, I am undone for ever, and 
there's no fuperior Power can make 
amends for the Lofs of fuch an inefti* 
mable Good. 
pefimdc^ All this might be ttnc^.^fkyiypu^iS 
j^- ^ the Prince hit^Lfid^p etenifcd jto decide 

M^iH^to ^^ Religioaja Mattarsi jjrtHii; Jthe itbi 
fuimi$tQNs ^ubeiOthdrwifeicwhen,fwit^ *-'- 

utTof £^011 an Eodofiaflical M^ 
<^%/(w, tue^forthfiiilMiHQBiandij&itoWw 
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pronounce Judgment in the AfJair of 
Religion, in the Name and Authority 
oi<3^ himlelf. No Matter, Gentle- 
men, I return to my Principle: When 
Civil Affairs are only in Queftion, I 
own we fhould iubmit to what Ma- 
jority of Voices determine good or ill ; 
for 'tis the Intereft of the Publick, 
that thofe things fhould be ended fome 
how or other, tho they are not very 
well underftood, for fear of difturbing 
the Peace of the Community, But 
we are talking of Religion, with re* 
^e£t to which every Man has an in- 
difpenfible Obligation upon him toa£fc 
according to the Dictates of his Con- 
fcience ; fo that till we are very well 
convinced we fhould fufpend our 
Judgment, and put off the thing to a 
better and fuller Information; for 
what obliges us to determine in fa- 
vour of an Opinion, we do not think 
is well prov'd, tho others profefs iu 
"When God gave you Reafon, wis it 
with an Intention you fhould judge 
by another's Underflanding, and not 
by your own, in what concerns your 
Capital Intereft ? If the Sovereiga 
fends me to an Ecclefiaftical AfTembly^ 
'tis in vain for him to call it Holyy to 
t^ll me theyalTemble and decide vcviJaa 
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Name, and by the Authority of Gp4» 
^' it after all I am not thoroughly CQO' 

m^M viAc'd that what tliey teach i^ 

^H Qpable of obtaining the tvue acvl 

^H fovereign Good foi- mc^ which is tH^ 

^H End ot Religion. Are the Armeies, 

^^ and Precepts, w^ich tlie Prince propo- 

* fes to me, p^vine, or purely H^man? 

Is it a caattec ^f Wonder, that Mep 
a,rt: tlinded by Error, or fcducM by 
their FaiE|Ons ? Ought I, in ^n Afi^ir 
of fo great Coafeciueoce, wherein ao> 
lc(s t;han my eijeriul Salvation is con- 
cern'ti, to iufFer my felf to be dazl?^ 
liy gUri;ering Titlea, and the Potftp of 
Honours, and Dignities, inftead, of 
Jieg,vkniog to the Adyicc of my Rea- 
fon.? fure no Human Authority is of 
any Weight in this AiFair. I, cannot, 
I ought ^lot to yield to any tlvng but 
the V4,(^torions Luftie of Divine Trytlv 
Is ii; not the lanie thing wheth^er th^^ 
Friiice forces me lumfelj:~ to adhere to his 
Errors,or compels me byPerfoiis whom 
1 did not, I could not appoint to be 
Sovereign Judges of my Faith, and 
tQ whquifl with much niore Reaijbi^ the 
l^cince could not giv? a,oy fuch Au- 
thjpruy : Nay, if thi: Rel^gloiU, thpy 
■Vfould force nie to t^iibrace wece fet- 
ter clian my owii, a^ Igng a^ I a# not 



H 
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CQBviocM of it,! Q?;^ht not to obey hioi. 
l0df^ wkb wh^ Right and Re^foQ 
WQuld a wife Mao^ ana one who de^ 
fir^ in all thdngs |o i^ow th& Law 
c£ Nature, engage ia a way he b^^ 
^QvM bad) however fafe and good i( 
iik%v if> reality be; (|p) I own a Tra^ 
v^r off 6fi arrives at the end oi bis 
JotMfOfty, by a Way he did not pro- 
pofe to hinafelf i, and Tempefts^ or e- 
v«o the erring Coi>r£b of a wamler^ 
ing Pilots focneiimes cafh the ^hap in- 
to its Fort : But was there ever a Per- 
iod, who by Worfhip and Cerenu^djes, 
wtnchtbe reckoa'd ioafu^ous or di{agre&- 
able ta God) arrivM at the Sovereign 
Good, the Love aod Favour of the. Air 
mig^ty,^ wbif^ is never obtainM but 
by the iawai d Motions of fmcere PL- 
ecy, and a Heart intirely devoted to 
\\%% Service* We have. &id e^MQugh oa 
this Af IKi^y Gentlemen, havingJufB- 
ckat^ IKOv'dji that neither the rrioce, 
nor any cfth^r Pei:fon^ has any Rig)a£ 
or R.ea0)n, tho pevec f&}ittle appaEent^ 
to force his Syfa^efb of other Perfbns^ 
b j^ Arm^ 0£ by Laws j, in a. word^ by 
V ioieac^ by Fear, Pumihniem, or 

■■ ! ■■ L ' l.lL ,1 1 I JU I. I J t ill! ^ ' .t i l. I I UJ.!. I J 

^i to iKrw tockV EiCin le*9^, p. 44^ 

K 2 -Mx^ 
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any other way, to follow fuch or fuch 
a Religion, whether he will or not ; 
becaafe, if he believes it true, he will 
embrace it of himfelf, as a thing which 
Reafon tells him is for his Advan- 
tage; if, on the contrary, he thinks it 
talfe, he cannot embrace it, without 
fhewing a Contempt and Indifference 
for tlie Divine Majefty, and without 
ruining himfelf for ever. From 
whence it follows, that after having 
made ufe of all the ways which Ho- 
nour and Induftry can fuggeft, we 
ought to leave every Man at Liberty 
to do as he thinks beft in what con- 
cerns his Salvation, either in refufing 
to embrace a new Religion, or in for- 
iaking, either in the whole or in part, 
the received Opinions of that which 
till then he protefs'd ; the rather, be- 
caufe Force fignifies nothing towards 
his Converfion ; and beudes, the 
Liberty of Confcience he demands, 
does not in any wife tend to the 
•Dilturbance of the State, nor to his 
committing any Ads of Injuftice or 
Wickednels towards his Neighbour. 
U: thifi Oh' ^TiSj fay you, a heinous Affront to 
J^S /i'r -God Almighty, to corrupt his Holy 
(7/arr, rrhtch Keligiou, or to abandon it out of pure 
iSTiif/^ Levity. 1 uudw&^.tvd ^ou : But vvho 
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are you ; you wlio talk after this ratq, 
and affume to your felf an Authority 
to fearch into the Hearts, and pre- 
tend to a Right to defend the Interefts 
of the Divine Majefty"? What is it you 
intermeddle with ? What Authority 
have you to revenge an Affront that 
does not concern yoiu ? Let God alone 
to punifli the Offences you believe he 
has receivM ; for as he heft knows the 
Crime, fo he knows beft what Punilh- 
ment it deferves, and how to inflict 
it. Vices purely internal, Errors and 
Defilements of the Soul, are not pu- 
nifhable before any Tribunal, but 
that of this fovereign Being. I fhall 
not detain you, Gentlemen, longeron 
this Objedion ; the thing fpeaks e- 
nough of it felf. Who is he that 
knows the Hearty that looks into it, 
but God? Who, befides he, moves 
it, touches it, governs it, bends it ? 
And it belongs to Man to guide him- 
felf, and foUow> without refilling the 
Voice of God, every-where where it 
cal\s him- When therefore we would 
examine, if any one has committed a 
Sin purely fpiritual, of wliat Nature 
that Sin is, what is the Enormity of 
it, in what time, what Place, after 
what maaijief; ho^ for, a^uO^ u\NN^y^t. 

K 3 N*\^NH 
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View it fbould be punifhM ; are we 
not in the wrong ? Is there any one 
but God who can, if we confiik the 
nnchangeaWe Ruks of Reafon and 
Jnftice ; I fay, is there any ottc,but He, 
who can know and pronounce Sen- 
tence on the Crime ? Is not our pre* 
tending to it manifeftly rcpitgnant to 
the Nature of Things : Not to fay 
that it does not at all become us, to 
be angry with Perfons with whom 
God is not angry j to whom, at leaft, 
he gives an equal Share {f) of the be- 
nign Influences of his Sun, and the 
fertile Rains of his Clouds ; tho, if 
he wou'd, he might at the Inftant a 
thbufand ways overwhelm them, 
with Pligues, make them fuflfer the 
moft cruel Death, and entirely extir- 
pate them, if God fpares, and 
ihowers d0>vn his Bleffings on thofe 
whom you think have offetided him, 
what ought not you to do, who 
have receivM no kind of Injury nor 
Damage ? 
Founh ob'ie- They are in an Error, fay you ; 
tTmti'Za' ^^d it^ a verv foul ptrof and Danger, 
mjs tf»^ wv^ and that in Matters Of Religion i ttian 

w ^f Error ^ ,, . . ., . . n -rr, r 

^dttcrs. ^f) Set Sh Mlfctte^^ i\^^ Vw^ **bV • ■■ 
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'pAiith there^^ nofdiittg ih Divim and 
if uni^ Mattets nloi^ dHhortdttrablei 
more Ihamefal^ fntHre- perqictous^ or 
hiDfce Goatmj m the Order bf Ni« 
tare. Is it poffible for Men to kikd|g;» 
ikch pitiflil Reaibas ? We are talking 
of a humah Tribunal, w&atetidr fiaft 
Name you give it^ and can'ft ^u 
Mly oh Man i tsM chat a Ctit^Sj 
which is ih it felf lin inyidlable Obll^ 
gation, in k Man like thee^ to gcn^rh 
nit&felf^ according to his |>roper Un- 
derftanding^ in m AHkir wherein hit 
Contciente is concern'd< H^tir cad 
ydu ptet«wi thftt to be an Idjury don4 
to all MeSn» which each is indilj^enfi*. 
bly obliged to do by th^ Law ot N&- 
ture^ if he has the k&A Frobity and 
Juftioe in his SOUl ? Pray tell me, if 
'tis a Grime) What Name Witt ydtt 
give it f U^n Wh^t Frkici^te m^ii tt 
be attributed td him ? ^^t a Crifli^ 

which coflcet-ds alt MahMiHd) arid e* 
veil Things kiktutimei lA^ft (^taitK: 
ly be vw y ciijfekfld ctyiiig. You fayj 
fhey do hdt ktMW th!$ Truth, put 
Oil they hclVe t^e Knowledge cif 
4 Thifig Which Ood hits dot thoughf 
^t to commuqicate to them ? iiod 
further, how dp you know that thofe 

whom yo9 h^vn %9 b% '»i%fV^tt«c^ . 

K4 ^"^^ 
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. are not in the Bottom in the right, 
and on the fide of Truth, Does it not 
often happen, that what we think is 
the moft true,, proves to be falfe ? And 
on the contrary, what we take 
to be ialfe, proves true (q) ; and it 
may fo fall out, that neither you nor 
they have been fo happy as to light 

^upon it, tho you flatter your felves 
that. you have. On one hand, the 
Way of Truth is very obfcure, very 
flippery, and very difficult: On the 
other, nothing is more plain, than 
the Obligation Men lie under to ob- 
ferve the Laws of human Society. In 
this Difpofition of Things, I lee no- 
thing more juft, than that you fhou'd 
reciprocally bear with one another. 
Suppofc even that others are really 

farther from the Truth than you are, 
what's that to you ? If they go altray, 
'tis fomuch the worfefor them; Ms 
their Bufinefs, and not yours. You 
may pity their Misfortune, in that 
God has not favoured them with his 
Gtace, info great a Degree as he has 
done you; but you cannot, for all 
th^t, treat them, like Rogues and 



mmi 



(q) See the fhilofophical Commentary.PiPt i. Chap. 
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Rafcals: They deferve your Com- 
paffion ; but are very far from defer- 
ving to be hated by you, after a new ^ 
and Angular manner. You may, 
with the fame Reafon, fall out with a 
blind Man, becaufe he does not fee ; 
with a Cripple, becaufe he limps ; 
with a maim'd Perfon, becaufe he 
has not all his Limbs. Thefe, fay 
you, are natural Imperfections, ana 
not Defe£ls in any one : So fay I ; arid 
'tis the fame witn Error, without ex* 
cepting that which concerns Religion* 
Men tall into it thro' Weaknefs, and 
not thro' Malice : (r) 'Tis therefore a 
Misfortune, not a Crime ; and thofe 
that err, are not liable to be punifli'd 
by the Laws of human Society, becaufe 
they have not broken them. 

If I plunder, fay you, if I torture, Tfe Tiftboh- 
if I perfecute, if I kill, 'tis enough t6t^^>*^ 
excufe me for the odious Attempt I ^^7« frt^^ 
make againft the Liberty of another^^^^ « bedmc 
that I am oblig'd to come to fuch lB.Yizt^l^l%^'l 
tremities agamft my own Will ; and charUabu mi 
do not a£t out of Hatred, but out ^^'^^'{^^^' 
a Motion of Piety, and in hopes tof^^^'*'^ 
fave a Eerfon, who would perifh 



(0 See the. Philofophical Commentary, Vol 2, p: 
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without it (/), When in a Fit of Fol- 
ly or Frenfcyi any one woilld thfOw 
himfelf iilto a Rivdr^ or a Well^ 
do not all the World think 'twas ve^ 
ry nobly done of another^ to prevtnt 
him, wliech«»r his would Or not P Doei 
not th6 Civil Law allow all diofe that 
wou'd concern theftifelves (t) for a 
Criminal, who is Idading to Executi^ 
on, to ap]^l in his Name from the 
Sentence, tho even the Crimixlal fub^ 
mits to it, and formally oppofes the 
AppeaL Let a wife, pious^ devout 
Man, imitate this Condud. Lit him 
maintain the tdnipdral Iilt^refts of his 
Neighbour, without abandoning fbt 
jEhat his fpiritud Interefh^ and thd 
Ibterefts cf God himfbE Let him 
endeavour as much as he can, by 
ways of Sweetnefe and PetfwaficJn^ to 
^irt Men to the Truth. But when 
thofe wiys arfe ineffedilal, let him 
without fcruple haVe recourfe to 
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U) See the Third Pmpfihe Pbiloropbital Cottitii^^ 
tary, AmcUt 3,4> <w^ tbefolkrvifg 8, 50, &c v^btrt the 
tUfamflAi^ Mthe ihtJe Mn£ipks df Moratitj, or r^, 
^ the p^erdbk JEfeclMdHehs of ihe g¥e€t Bijhffp tf 
flippo are refuted, 

it) Digeft. LttJ. 49. Tit. i. Dff if pellatiodiBos 4 
rjplaciofl^usy ;«cg. Ch £pd. lith 7* Tic* ^2, heg. 2p. 



Of Ukrty cf Cmftkike, | , a 

Fear, to Grie!^ to fain, to bdalh, (4 
oveitome '^e mad Obftirtacy of fudi 
as go aftrftf) to render them capable 
of the lights of the Truths and dtivft 
Indru£^iort doe{^ into their Mii)d$» 
They will a&6r Wards b6&s glad of tl« 
\irhoIefom Rigor chat is exetcis'd t<^ 
watds th^^iti) as a tick Man is obUg*d 
to his PhyficiaA for reftorin|^ hi« 
Health ; tho he does it oftea by di' 
eting hioi) by Hunger, or by Thirft ; 
commonly by aau(^s Remedies; 
fometimos by Fine, or by trOft \ aU 
Nvays by tnaKing him endure thiMgi 
that are troublerome or painful to 
him. Good God, ^hac do I hear! 
Cou'd Impudence her ielf, if (h^ bor« 
rowM a human Voice, have any other ' 

Language. See, Gentlemen, the fine 
Comparifons that af e made ufe oF to 
dazie you. *Tis mocking of People, to 
pretend to impo^ Aich wretdisd Sub* ' 
tikie$ on them for Ailment ; while, 
againft all maimer of KeafiMi, the In- 
nocent are fe barbaroully us'd, that 
Cruelty it felf is weary of perfecu* 
ting ; and yet the Ferfecutors boaft of 
their Piety. While a Perfon is tor' 
memed, or put to Death, dattt they 
eater ittto a Parallel With thofe that 
)y9ujd dp J^jiJi a Service, oic \i:\% N»s. 



1 4.0 Cf Liberty cf Confcience^ 

Lifer (u) If this is an Aft of Huma- 
nity, LovC; Charity, and Benefi- 
cence, what will you call Hatred, 
Inhumanity, Barbarity, or raging to 
deftroy your Neighbour ? Oh pitilefs 
Tyrant ! if you love Men, as you 
would have us believe ; if you fin- 
cerely propofe to your felf, to pro^ 
cure them the Favour of God, the 
only fovereign Good, do not torture, 
do not flay them. You may put them 
to Pain, but can never draw any vo- 
luntary Submi(fion from them to the 
Religion you would have them pro- 
fefs. Let their Bodies alone, and en-^ 
deavour to convince them of the Er- 
rors of their Minds by good Reafons 
only : Racks will only extort Lies, 



(u) Longe di\rer(a fnnt Carnificina&Pietas; ncc 
potcft aut Veritas curtr Vj, aut Jufticia cum Crude* 
iitateconjangi. LaBanuUb. 5. Cap. tp. Num. 17^ 
Libet igiturexhisquaerere, cui potiflimum prseftarc 
fe putent, cogendo invitos ad (kcrificium ? Ipflsne 
quos cogunt ? At non eft Bcncficium, quod ingeritur 
recufanti. Sed confulendum eft etiam noientibus : 
quando, quid fit bonum, nefclunt. Cur ergo tain 
crudeliter vexant, aucrant, dcbilitant, fi falvosvo- 
lunt ? aut unde Pictas tam impia, uc eos mifcris 
inodis aut perdant, aut inutiles faciant, quibus velinc 
>^ cffeconfultum ? Anvcro Diii praeftant ? At non eft 

r^crificiuw, quod exprimiW invito, &c. lim* ibiL 

Cap, 20. t^m^ •j.iBcfe^w, tiiXsC'^Uim', - 



I- 



Of Liberty of Cmfcience. i i|. i 

Difguifes , and counterfeited Con- 
feffiohs : from them : 'Tis not by 
fuch Ties that Men are united to 
God, but by the Soul, by the Will, 
by fincere Sentiments, and fuch as are 
entirely free. Cruelty is Cruelty ftill, 
the Fury of thofe that beat, urouble, 
put to Death, and perfecute People 
unprofitably, will never be taken for 
the Effeft of a true Affeftion, and a 
fincere Defire of faving any one. I 
might add, the putting them to Death, 
even before their Souls are cur'd of the 
Evil, which they feem to be willing 
to deliver them from. Have a Care, 
that you do not, on the contrary, un- 
der pretence of doing a friendly Of- 
fice, exercife really the moft barbarous 
and moft abominable Aft of Hoftility 
than can be conceived, fince in taking . 
away the Life of him, whom you be- 
lieve to be in an Error, you put him 
out of a Condition ever to be con- 
verted or favM. 

You fay, the inflexible Obf^inacy The jixtb ob^ 
of thofe that err, (x) ought to be con-;>5wv, taken 
quer'd by Fear and Fain ; and you(^J2L?S£|. 

<; of thofe tha 

err. 

(x) See tbeldte Mr. Ic Clerc'i Convcrfacions on di- 
Tcrrs Religious Matters, Difcourfe 2. p. 74, & (cqu. 
mii Phliofophical Commentary. Fart 2. C^4* ^* 



eatl him ol^inatft whom you camnot 
convince by yx>m Reaiims : What 
ihould hindei hinir in his turn^ firom 
f eppoaehing ycoo with th^ feme thing ? 
Bfeiy Man adheres ctofdKr to his own 
Opinion. You defpife ms Reafaiits 
))Maiiife they da act pteafe you ;^ and 
TOKiTS do not tocich \ikro^ becauie they 
feam to be weak : And uateik^ b^ your 
Authority onty you take upoa your 
Iblf to bQ Sovereign Juc^of what is 
true and what i& laUq^ thQra ^mSi hs 
no odds bet ween yoa ; noitherof you 
would adlier& to anotfacrH< fircors : 
You would both folbw dlie Lights cf 
youc own Confciences^ and make 
thofe that are a&r off enter iota your 
Sentiments : Why db you blame that 
in him^ which yoa do your feif ? Or 
why do you del^ir of ws Goinrer&u^ 
tho you doaot yet && any Appearance 
c^it ? What does^ not happea to tiifacfy 
may happea to Morrow : There is a 
mighty God above us, who governs 
2(11 things ; and, when he pleafes, 
knows^ how to tpiamph ovmr the moft 
iacnrablt jnd hddi rooted Prejudice 
that can prepoffefs the Mind of Man. 
Be it as it will, 'tis not a vicious Ob- 
ftinacy ; ^is rather a commendiable 
Conllaacy,.w be Ca clafely enga^^d tg 



Of y^fiij ef C^nfcfeue^, 145 

^ Ve'm^c we ^mbrjct, with * fift« 

10 k fe*kw by ftithor MQoey, Pwy-* 

©F S«verf igR Ay thority. A, bravQ Sc4» 
di§r^ who ms a npbW 5wl» eoutfB^n^ 

fm^k BK)r-o f^l4 a hearty tovcr «f 

true ■Wif^QW,, wIb^ unil^ Mea firft 

tiQQ ^ griB 9t«fblvtt(>R pf fiKh »i 
(»K% coaftfti^Ty t9 prffer God to aK 
'T iss tl*B ©«y> % y^n,, ^ a vf i^ 'JtiT*"** 

fl^k{V tb». C^r^lK^ii^, in a. wor^ all ^v;'/ «»«v oi^ 
« |h^ AiJ^iJr.- V^fjj well : i owttjo^ j^/^oa, 

«^ if ^ft Pra^^iiesg. £««: jaft^ wett- «^ '«"«' /s' 

^roiiw^d^ indt proper «q wfpire.PieUy. Kjgr* 
Tlniiisiii^ t»^. i^ridttdy d«&odi3d, and 
>»f i-iih ^H o«f ^ighi } aod we inuft have 
^^£9A fo bok upon tliof^ wbo fet % 

^ir Example of undertaking. zealouQy 
the Defence of the Interefts of the 
|)ivine Afejcfty, to bear fomc fort of 
H^lSeiRfebiv^tQ God lliimfeiii AH timC% 
wanting, is to know how we fhould 
undertake its Defence ; and u^oa ^1^ 



' {y) SentiuDt ^nim, nihil eflc ia rebas humanis 
Rcligione praeftantius, eamque funimi vi oportcre 
detendi : fed ut in ipfa Religionc, iic in defenfionis 
genere falUincur. EXefenden^i enim Religio eft, noa 
occidendofed monendo, C^^. Ls^anu Lib, 5. Cap. 19. 
wutn, 22. 



144 / Of Liberty cf^onfcience. 

. animation we (hall find it ought to 
be in a religious way only (j). Do you 
think a Dragoon or a Hangman a 
iJirdrthy Defender of Religion ? In my 
Opinion, they are the worft fort of ' 
Miffiomries^ the moft unjuft, the molt 
infamous, and the moft wicked that 
can be employM for the Propagation 
of the GofpeL Indeed, to call in the 
Fear of Punifhment to our Aid, is to 
betray Religion, and give Reafon for | 
People to believe that it has nothing | 
in it to perfwade and fupport it felf : 
Away with all the frightful Inftru- 

. ments of War and Murder, with 
Plundering and Extortions ; noWhips, 
no Racks, no Gibbets, no Galleys are 
to be ufed in this Cafe, other Wea- 
pons are required : There^s no need 
of borrowing thofe of Cruelty, nor 
to advance the Almighty's Empire by 
criminal ways. True Religion is 
confirmed by clean Senfe, excjuifite 
Wifdom, and a clear and diftind 
Knowledge. Perhaps you imagine, 



/- 
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( at leaft you fhould do fo by your 
Principles )^ that without being con- 
vinced by any fatisfaftory Proo^ eve* 
ry Man nuy believe and comprehend 
whatever you command him, in in- 
joining him to fubmit .blindly to your 
Sentiments : But do you confider what 
the Mind of Man is ? Examine the 
Nature and Properties of Human Un- 
derftanding, you will find nothing 
there that depends on the arbitrary 
Determination of the Will, 'tis go- 
verned only by Inftrudions and Re- 
monftrances, it yields immediately to 
the Truth of a Propofition, if 'tis con- 
vincM it is true, but ^:ill then all the 
Terrors of Cruelty cannot compel him 
to fuch a Submiflion. If a Tyrant, 
(fuffer me to borrow another Exam- 
ple from Arithmetick ) if a furious 
Tyrant fhould command me to believe 
that Two and Three are Eight ; tho he 
fliould threaten me with the molt 
dreadful Tortures, tho I faw the Rack 
and the Executioner before me, let me 
tell thefe Numbers on my Fingers, and . 
examine their Relation one by ano- 
ther with the laft Application, will he 
ever be able to convince me ? Let me 
be never fo willing to be convinc'd, 
that Im and Three make more than 

L, Vii^^> 



r^6 Of iMmty <ff GmftkMct. 

Hw,, aA t&e Tlii^ts, all die Violence 
ki the World, wduldiicver prev4ilt>v«r 
ray Reafbn : I liiay counterfeit, I may 
fie, I may fdroe mj ToogdQ td fay 
whac Fam tafes from me, out 'tis iiti^ 
pofUble f6t ifie to thisk a thmg la 
ooi*rafy to the Ftrceptkxi ci my 
Mifid, add the Ldgk^ of 4Ay 'UiMb^-' 
fiaffdh^. Y^m may be "fiife, '«is the 
fiime in Matters of Rdkioii ; you 
who are not ^blinded ^ther oy Faftien, 
Ilaitred, AfiilntkM, or A^tice. lb 
ipiB Bloody €6 tortiiffe, plunder, con- 
Mca<te Eftate^ aJM& Men^ perlExmix 
diem, is Mot to ^Idfend Rekgbn ; 'tis 
to difhonour, to defile^ to profatne it. 
^^) A voluntary acqiiieicing is ^ i^- 
ceffary, thatif weiprbfefsit withoutthe 
Hearts being convinced and penetray 
ted, we hm better not enrbracelt 
at all. 

^%i^'^jt ^^^ ^y obje£L the WiU is alib 
^lm 'force the principal Chara^er that 'diftbigai- 
Mjsn to praaife fties Vktue from Vice, yet that does 
v^lc^'vSmi "^ binder the Laws ^oliging vs to 

flrAtn them in 

j^tigion ? (0 ^^^ fi anguitfc, fitotmentiSj Ti miJo*Religi- 

otiem d&fendere vdis ; jam tkmddfeft&^tHlrilia, led 
poDueCHir atque vioIalNtuF. Nibil^ft e^im ASatm vcr 
luntarium quam Religio, in qui fi ammus fkcrifican- 
tisarafus<;ft jani ifabiatu, jala null^ 'eft. LiBint*^ 



Of Liberty of Confcience. I ^y 

praftice the firft, and to fly the latter ; 
wh V therefore fliould Divine Worihip^ 
uiiaer Pretence that it iignihes nothing 
if the Heart is not its Principle, be 
exempted from the Force of the Laws? 
Here are two things, Gentlemen, con- 
founded, which Reafon makes us con- 
ceive diftinftly. the proper Office of 
the Law, and that, erf Religion. What 
does the Law do ? Does it argue? No : 
what then ? It lays, / mE^ I require ; 
do thisy do that : Such is its Language ; 
it does not propofe to it felf to make 
thofe it commands honeft Men ; 'tis 
contented with hindering their inju- 
ring any one ; Ms enough for the ob- 
taining its End, if it regulates the ex-^ 
terior Man. (ji) Thus when it pre- 
fcribes Virtue, 'tis not as Virtue, or 
. a thing which demands Sincerity and 
Purity of Heart, but as the Praftice 



(a) Cicero fgys^ 'tit not the B^owkdgc if Civil 
^h tlm tn^a 4 him 9f Himour, hut Oat HnUe is ti>e 
trm of hfiruSm^ i»d not rf Ibraus 0r ^vards fro- 
fosybjtks lam. Quod ver5 Viros boaos Jure Ci- 
vili fieri pnta?, quia Lcgibos & Vtxmh propofita fioc 
y irtntibus, & Suppiicia Vitiis 5 equideta patabam, 
y irtucem Homimbus ( & modo tradi ratione poiiit ) 
inftituendo & perfuadcndo, non minis, & vi aC metu 
tradi. N?in ipfum quidcm illud, ctiam fine cogni* 
tione Juriu, quam fit bellam cavcrc malum, Icirc w^^ 
i\xmvis,^J?c Orators^ Lib. 1. Cap, 58. 
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148 Of Liberty of Confcience. 

of certain Adions advantagious to the 
State ; fo when it forbids Vice, it does 
not exad of any one to deteft and ab- 
hor it from his Soul ; it only con- 
demns thofe EfFefts of it that are 
hurtful to Society, and it looks upon 
thofe as good Members of the Com- 
munity, who at the bottom are 
wicked, provided they do nothing a- 
gainft its Ordinances and Prohibitions. 
Thefe are the Fundions of the Law ; 
thofe of Religion are quite different : 
The end of Religion is to render Men 
wife ; fhe would do nothing by Force, 
Ihe exhorts, fhe perfwades, fhe even 
condemns all exterior Afts, tho they 
arc the moft conformable toTruth and 
Virtue, and have the faireft Appear- 
ances, if the Mind and tlie Heart have 
no Part in them. Indeed, let an A- 
ftion be never fo good in it felf, what- 
ever Honour it does to Religion, can 
it deferve fo glorious a Title, when j 
Confcience, whom God has appoint- ' 
ed within us to be the Sovereign 
Judge of Good and Evil, reprefents 
to us that 'tis bad ? In the Cafe we ' 
are now fpeaking of, we do it as bad, \ 
and ill nu wife as good : 'Tis quite | 
other wiVc as to what the Civil Laws 
prefcribe \ wo TOaxt^t ^\v^ri\s.\. Nfie be- 
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lieve we do well or ill, if we ad con- 
formable to them. 'Tis indifferent to 
the publick Welfare out of what Prin- 
ciple we afted. 

Say you, it concerns the State to Tb- Ninth oh^ 
regulate the Form, the Manner, andl^^^> ^^"^ 
Ceremonies of Divitie WorChip. To rejP^tbT^' 
anfwer this, all the Intereft of the sme, which 
PubJick in this Matter, is, in my O- y;,|7,; Jj^^. 
pinion, to hinder fufpicious Meetings, Ugimjimiibc 
where Confpiracies againft the State '^^''^^^^^• 
are carried on, or where the Affiftants^ 
think themfelves authorizM to com- 
mit Fornications, Adulteries, Incefts, 
Murders, Parricides, Afts of Fraud, 
Falfe-witnefling, and other Crimes, 
forbidden by the Laws. For an abo- 
minable League of Men, tending to the 
manifeft Ruin of Mankind, cannot be 
honoured with the fine Name of Re^ 
ligion. 'Tis downright Villany, con* 
ceaPd under that fpecious Name* 
As fooh as any one violates, in this 
manner, the Order of Government, 
and attempts any thing againft the 
natural End of Civil Societies (^), no 



{b) See Mr. LockV lMter,p. 73. ^ fcqu. and the 
Philofophical Commentary, vol. u ChAf. 5. p. S 3^» 
& fequ. Chap. 9. f. 480. eSc feau. Svfplmmt the laji 
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Bcfpeft of Divinity fliouid hinder his 
being treated with the utmoft Severity 
of the Laws, as much as if he had not 
;iven fuch a fair Pretext to his A-* 
:k)ns. Thus the Emperor Tiberius 
abolilh'd the barbarous (c) and cruel 
Cuftom of facrificing Ai/jwiW^ Viftims 
in Africa''^ and the Roman Senate^ 
the Feaft of the Bacchanales in Rome 
and luly (d). But when a Religion 
does no hurt to any one, nor engago 
a Man in any thing wicked or diiho* 
neft ; when, on the contrary, it tends 
to Virtue and good Manners, and 
recommends ObMiencc to the Civil 
Government, why ftjould it not be 
toUerated? Will you pretend, that 
die Crimes of the Seft are not punifhM 
fo much as the Seft it lel^ which 
flaould be fupprefsM, let it be ever fo 
innocent? Can any thing be more 
pkin, than the Injuftice and Cruelty 
of this Proceeding ? The Romdm Se- 
nate aded with more Wifdom and 
Juftice, when in ra^^iag all the Edifi- 



(0 See Vlinfs Natural Bifiorft iPook jo. Chap. i. 
Siietonius in m life ^/Claudius, Chif. 25, Temnii- 
jMi'i i*o/f«/» Chao. 8. 
' id) Tic. Uy. Lib. 39. Cap. 14. fc fcq.Uo 



c«s wliV^r^ tl^Deri^igiou^^cl^el^a- 
bie Myfteries of xl». ^4cch4>u^^'v^s^ 
t^hxax^x '^^ W^ain'djt tljat jf a^ 

gQ and xaiti(i9. timt P^n^^Q» to tbt^ 

i'r^^o/' oif ^ City,, wlwb fii9irt4 pror 

pQ(e thQ ihupigto ^$$a9i^« aq4^ 
^laeiA0wWy, iQoQftfeieS«q(»t«r?l)Q- 
iog pr«^fci|t^ gave ^b^r Qifffm^ hp 

Religious ^a^ pF0vi4?(l ^I^ere wer^ 

Vm pf it i tjiw ^ey h^^ not a^coijx. 
moi^ Tro^fuier, no M^ft^r of th?; Qi- 



■w^ 



"^ 



(e) Datum deinde CoDHilibus negotium eft, ut 
omaia B^ahanalia Romz prjimiii\i, deinde per toum 
Jcaitam diniere&t. •• m reHquom 4ein4c Senatus 
oonTaho cautuin e(k. ^ N?|ue B^cchmltii iBLomary 
^ nere in Italic eflent. 9i qais tale facrum toleime $c 
** neceffarium ducertt, nee fine reH^ione A piaculo 
*f fe id omittere |^(fe apud Pr^torem UrDanusi 
** pronterctuF ; Prasto^ Senatum cbtjiluleret ; it ti 
^* fctv0am enet, quum in Senatn centum aori minus 
P c(fc9t, ita id facrum fac^ret, dum ne plus quingi^ 
^ ikcrificio isitcreffci\c $ n^u ^^a pe^nia copimunis, 
^* nea qnis Magifter facrdrumi apt fecerdos effet. 



1^2 OfLibtrty cf Confcience. 

TU Tenth Ob- Thofe, fay you, who innovate a- 
L/!JV^eii.ny thing in Religion, or change it 
gionscioifea entirely, give Occafion to new and 

wJi^j^!^^^^ ; from whence a- 

dcrs in d reiigi- rife Convcnticles, Cabals, Confpira- 
m Society, qigj^ Troubles, Seditions, which are no 
ways advantagious toCivilSocieties(f). 
But you >vouTd not talk lo ill, if you 
had no Intereft to perfwade you to it, 
and to raife chimerical Fears in the 
Minds of weak People, to fatisfy your 
Ambition or Avarice. As much as 
you are againft a new Se3:, or a Reli- 
gion you do not love, the Egyptians 
lad very different Maxims from 
yours (j^) ; for 'tis faid they invented 
feveral forts of Religion, to confirm 
their Empire, thinking this Difference 
of Opinion and Worfhip was like a 



(/; See t^ Treatife of Humm l^afon^ Pi 7- & fequ. 
ife ^Philofophical Commentary, Pref. Vol, i. fag. 
54. 6c feqii. Vol. 2.^ Cbaf^ 6. ^ Vfl.^. pAg, 13. & 
fequ. the Univcrfelle Bibliothcque, Vol. 12. p. 476. 
& fequ. Parrhaiiana, Vol. i. fag^ 297. & fequ. C? 
Vol. 2. f* 199. & fequ. 44 Alfo the Jreatife of ToBeration^ 
Vfbub is At the Eniof the l^e Mr. le Clcrc'i Converfa- 
tion on divers Matters of Religion, (p<%.2^3.& fequ.) 
vfhich Book, is cnlj a Iranflauon of Another little TrcAtife 
f/CreUiusy caB'dj Junii Bruii Vindiciz pro libertate 
Religionis. 

(p) 'lis Diodorus SicuIusV J^mark in his Bibliot. 
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Barrier to hinder the Peoples confpi- 
ring againft the Government. The 
Emperor "JulUn us'd the fame Poli- 
ticks, when he intended to open the 
Fagan Temples, and rebuild their 
Altars, to make the Execution of his 
Projeft the more fure, he fummonM the 
(Ji) Bifhops that were divided among 
themfelves as to certain religious. 
Points, to meet at his- Palace: And 
when they came thither, attended each 
by the Party that foUowM him, Ju- 
lian exhorted them tofut an End to their 
Civil Dijfentions; and ajfur^d them^ that 
each mighty without fearing any things 
follow what Religion he thought befi\ 
which he did (fays the Hiftorian, from 
whom we learnt this Circumftance) 
That Liberty of Confcience might encreafe 
-, the Divifwns among them^ and he wou^d. 
have no reafon to fear afterwards they 
would join together againft him. But 
what Occafion is there of Authority 
and Examples ? Let us confider the 



iV) DifEdeates Chrifti^norum Antiilites cum 
Plebe difcifia in Palatium intromiffos monebac, uc ct- 
vilibus difcordiis confopicist quifqae nullo vetante Re- 
ligioni fux fervirec increpidas : ut diflenfiones an- 
geac^ licentia, non timerec unanimancem poftei 
Piebcm. Amwim. Mirccllin* Ub. 2%. C«(. ^« 



1 5^ C^Uh^jt ^ Cm(cme9, 

thing as « is in its ftilf. Why llio«l<l 
» Frinoe Qr a StatQ xaM.% Umcurag^ at 
4 new OfHaion or $e^> whaR 'tis, in 
OQUhin^ qcMiWary to good Manors, 
OW thft Soverciga Aui;h(ority i for, 
iixun the &rl^ Momf nt th^t it appeaiii^ 
prejudicial to Civil 3bcic;ty, it %aia}A 
oebanifhM, not becaufc 'tU q§w, bm 
t)e(aufe 'tis hurtfiiU If th^ Novdty 
ody of a Religipn waa enough to au<- 
thoriw the ft)rw,ddiAg \\ wh»t ca^C^ 
had the primitive Chriilr^a^s taqonv 
plaifl of the Pagan Periecutors, Anc^ 
they OToft aflUrcdiy preach'd a Do* 
£trine entirely new, and fuch as th^ 
World thoagntJ very ftrai^e. Yoa 
%, a Government; ought to fufpeft 
mrucuUr Meetings cO efpeqiaUy 
fugh as are tnade py Night: 3ni 
Men of Honour and Prgbity dQ not 
tide themfelves, unlefs they are fiarc'd 
to do it hy Danger. Befides, fome 
body may be lent to their Men^hUe*^ 

10 fee wMt pJ^Tcs there \ and nothing 
hinders the Sovereign, if he thinks 
fit, from fixing ths Number ef Per- 
fons that Ihould thus aifemble, as we 

have obfery'd the Bj>mt» Senate did| 

' ;u I . .. . i in| i , J. I ' —— f^y— fw^gy^ I ' ..Ji im 

{i} SiC iHlr.LQ*'! I4m imr, p. 79i *^«« 



Of Liberty of Caufcietice. 155 

whca they fuffcr'd private Perfons to 
fecrificc to Bicchusj after thc.Feaft of 
theB4^^i&^i(/^/wasaboUIhM. He may , 
alfo forbid the Se3s, under Funiih- 
ments, to injure one another. la 
ihorty let eveiy one be at Liberty to 
embrace what Religion he thinks 
hc&y or to leave what he does not 
like. Let thofe that are of different 
Communions remember always, they 
are, both the one and the other, Men 
alike, and confequentiy apt to fall in* 
to Errors, as fad Experience too often 
{hews. Let them not deceive any 
body ; and then as long as each Part 
are upright, virtuous, and pious^ all 
will fcrve God fincercly ; none will 
be fubjed to human Judgments, nor 
the Caprice of Princes in Religious 
Matters; none will have cauw to 
complain ; there will be no Hatred 
and (parrels, becaufe every one may 
fpeak freely what he thinks, and his 
Paffipns will never be obligM to dif- 
guife his Sentiments, or fill his Mind 
with Clouds, to. obfcure the Truth, 
or animate him againft thofe that are 
not of the fame Religion. The Prince 
will have no re^fon to be afraid of 
Seds, and new Opinions, provided 
l^e does not intermeddle in mnpccut; 



156 Of Liberty of Conscience. 

Difputes upon things, which do not 
in the leaft afFeft his Government, and 
does not favour one Seft to the Pre- 
judice of anojther. In a word, if 
the Difputes are not fomented by 
the Sovereign, nor upheld by a Spirit 
of Fadion, and a Licenfe of railing 
at one another, in moft abufive In- 
veftives ; they will not caufe any 
Divifions in the State, but will fbon 
feu of themfelves. Who knows not 
with what Heat the Qijeftion (it) of 
the Sdbath was handled the laft Age ; 
as alfo that (/) of long Hair. And 
yet both of thefe Difputes are va- 
nifli'd; the Magiftrate having defi 
pisM them, and not given himfe'f 



(h) See the Kiflorj of this Difcourje in a few words ^ 
in she UniverfcUeBibliothequCy VoU'y.f 540. 

(}) Two Dutch Wnifters were the caufe of this Dif* 
fute. Being At Dinner together at a Friend's Houte^ 
f*e EJdefl of theniy who wore Jbort ffair^ feU upon the 
Toungery who wore long \ and grounded his Cenfure on a 
Paffageof St. Paul (i Cor. 11. mO ^cufing of break- 
ing the Law of Nature. This occafion^d the writing a 
.great Number of Books^ on the cne fide and the other. 
Each of them h$d a Party among the EccUfiafticU ; with 
whom the Authority of the elder Minijier Jo far prevaifd^ 
that the tounger's Opinion was almofi quite foil' d. Salma^ 
fias at lafl took up the Difpute^ and by his fubtk Expla- 
nation of the famous Tepy Jhew^d^ that he was not fa 
good H Criiic in Sacred ^ in Profane Amhors. 
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the Trouble tq enter into the Debates 
of the Divines. * Does any one think 
now a-days that ReUgion is affaulted, 
by maintaining the Antipodes ; an Opi- 
nion whicli Lactantius (jn\ and feve- 
ral others whom they call the Fathers 
of the Church treated as erroneous, 
and even impious? Who does not 
know, that 'tis a thing very in- 
different to Religion, whether the 
Sun or the Earth moves, tho fome 
^erfons have clamourM very much a- 
gainft the Motion of the Earth ? By 
the Civil Larv^ 'tis a great Crime to 
lend Money upon Tntereft, tho at a 
moderate one; and feveral Popes have 
fulminated their Jnathema^s againft all 
thoie that fhould break fo levere a 
Rule : Tlicpe are fome, even among 
us, who have given into fo wild a 
piece of Morality : However, in fuch 
States as this, where the Laws and 
Cuftoms are founded on other Maxims, 
every one in general believes, that by 
the Law of Nature and Nations,to lend 
upon Intereft at a reafonable rate, is 
confiderM in it felf as lawful and in- 



(w) See bk Divine InflUmQns. Lib. 3. Cap. 24. 
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nocent, (;>) as the Contraft of lend- 
ing, of which it is a certain Species* 
m ekvemh Thus^Gentlemen^ have refuted moft 

ffiS^rf ^^P*^^^^^*^^^^^^^"^^^^ are commonly 
fcrflhioM j^e-alledg'd by fuchas pretend 'Religion is 
MgmsJhouJd fubj^ to Human Authority and the 
Hr^^dTti^' Civil Laws. Perhaps, fome willon- 
ttetrueK^eiigi'ly objeft, that grols Errors, Super- 

m!Zc7! ^ ^^^^^y Idolatry, and other Abufes in 
* Religion, which are equally extrava* 
gant and impious, ihould at lead be 
purg'd out of a State, and Human So- 
ciety, for fear they fhould corrupt the 
true Religion, by the Neighbourhood 
of the falfe. But this Thought feems 
to me as abfurd as the reft, and as 
pernicioqs to Mankind, as I ihall prove 
by undciiiable Reafons. Let us l^sar 
them, fay you. They are thefe. Gen- 
tlemen. I grant, if a Prince, to ren- 
der a Service to a true and holy Reli- 
gion, puts a flop to the Courfe of 
Superftition, forbids ridiculous and 
inipcrtincnt Practices, abolifhes im- 
pious Worftiip, he does very well ; only 
there's one fmall Difficulty that lies in 
the way. Pray tell me, if I allow 
this Prince this Prerogative, ought I 

T ' " 

(n) 77w Awthofi ftit THmfs de P»norc & Udnris, 
piiblilh'i in 1698* 



\.^ 
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n ttfufe it to aaoth^ who is of % 
pofBt conttiary Rciigion ; ibr the 
Stfreretgn Authority is of equal Fbuce 
in the one as in the other, and neither 
oiFltiem beiitg^es his Religion bad* Let 
us turn the Tables a little, and as fooa 
U you give ally one Prince a Rtg^x to 
opj^fe a Mfc abfwid ReKgiosn, yoa 
mh never thbk it crimcoal in anotber 
toend^vbur tJbe Exta|atnKi of aM the 
SfSh that are difierent from his o^rn : 
Bor if 'tis lawful to do our utmoft «0 
tliiMgaiSi a falfe ix impioift Rdi^ 

S'on^ the (^ftion will fky whether 
lat ong^ to be looked upon as fuch, 
which we do not profefs our :^yes ? 
And how {luifi we know who fb^U 
decide it ? Who Ikls a Privilege of e* 
Ibbliihing his own Relig^n on the 
Rmns of another's? Wm can do k 
but he that is the^fiax)ogeft, or by the 
Bower of the "Sovereignty, or theSu- 
pencHity x)f his Arms, ot elfe thofe 
he aUtnorifiLes and affills in iuch an 
Eocerprize ? 'Th«is Rjdigion, whkh 
<raght to be accompany'd with Since* 
city and Convidio^ aiOid founded on- 
^ <0(n Divine A4itbQfrity, will no 
longer be fupported bj^ the Lights of 
Reafon, and the Counlels of Wifdom, 
but by Human Authority, by Vio- 
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lence and Arms. Is there anything 
more (hameful, more unjuft, and more 
extravagant ? Be you your felves the 
Judges, in Nero\ and the fucceeding 
Emperor's Reigns, the Chriftian Re- 
ligion all Holy, all Divine, as it was, 
teaching nothing but Honefty, Mo- 
deration, Humility, Tendernels, Hu- 
manity, Courage, Fidelity, Conftan- 
cy, was neverthelefs defpisM and cru- 
elly perfecuted ? Will any one fay, 
the Chriftians had no Reafon to com- 
plain, becaufe the Sovereign looked 
upoQ their Se£t: to be a pernicious Su- 
perftition, (^p ) and thofc that were' 
Profelloi-s of it as a Company of Rafl j 
cals. Enemies to Mankind ? When af* 
terwards this Religion was predomi- 
nant, did it become more pure and 
more true, by being authoriz d by the 
Laws, and fupported by the Force of 
Arms, and the Authority of the So- 
vereign ? Or was it not as true and as 
pure, when it had nothing but Virtue, 
Innocence, and the Simplicity of thofe 
that profefs'd jt, to fupport it ? On 
the other Hand, were the Pagans guil- 
ty of more abominable Superltitions, 

^ ' I III. I M^— — — — — ■ 

(f) Set Tacicus'j Aanals. Lib, 15. Cap- 4.4. 
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when the pubiick Exercife of their 
tLeligion was forbidden, their Altars 
razM, and their Temples fliut up, than 
when they were Mafters of the Em- 
pire, and perfecuted the Chriftians, to 
whofe Charge thev could not lay the 
leaft Crime, nor ttie leaft thing that 
tended to Impiety. 'Tis not neceflkry 
to inftance other Examples of the 
like Nature in the following Ages, 
every body knows them ; however I 
cannot help mentioning one, that of 
igi) Thomas Cranmerj Arch-bifhop of 
Canterbury (r), whofe tragical End 
(hews very clearly to what fed Returns 
of Violenee thole expofe themfelves 
who are againft Liberty of Confci^ 
ence 2 For the adverfe Piarty being 
uppermoft in Queen Marfs Reign, 
this Prelate was bimfelf put to the 



ri» 



(]) He wm hum dt Oxford tk2ifl ^ May, i555« 
^ «M, (^ JDr. Burnet, the prefem Bijhop 0/ Salisbury, 
^ writes^ *twdi obftrv% th^t in the Eeign of Henry 
* VUlf tebddtanfiHudtotbeExeaniondf Lambert,* 
^ and Ann Askew, wh fuff&*d for the Sentimenu 
•• Kmfelf made Fmejfion of afterwards. And further^ 
•• 'fwtfi be wbopreftto havejozn of Kent executed^ and 
•• George Parey, under Edward VI. and 'tvai a juft 
*• Judgment of God that be Jhould bave tbe fame fevere 
•* Trial under Queen Mzvy. Hift.of the Hctorrnacioo, 
Torn* 2.p. iju A French Verfion^pnblijh'd m London, 

(r) Tif in the Original de Cambrige (Cancabrigicn- 
km) wkid^ if 9 Vfifdut 4oubt^ the Frinm^i Fault. 
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iicry Trial, which he had lighted, in 

the Reign of King Edward<^^ againft 

thofe that were of different Sentiments 

from him. Let us therefore conclude, 

that the true Religion ( j ) has no 

more Right than the falfe ones, to era- 

ploj^the Power or Authority of the 

Civil Government, to extirpate o- 

ther Sefts, or oppofe their Eftablifh- 

Bient. 

^uoUirfu not But, fay you. Idolatry is an extra- 

ofjtM^M'xzg^nt and odious thing in the Sight 

tomM^beOrGod. Who doubts.it? And is 

perffcumg a there any Man of Senfe and Judgment 

/Religion. ^jjg^^ ^^^ approve of the monftrous 

Idea's of Idolaters, and that is not con- 
vinced of the Duty incumbent on eve- 
ry body to take Care not to fall into 
,fuGh abominable Errors ? What then ? 
-This is not to our Purpofe. The 
(^ueftion is not. If a wife, grave, fin- 
cere Man ought to abftain from all 
impious Superllition ; but to know, 
if, inafmuch as Idolaters are only 
guilty before God, they ought to be 
perfecuted and banifhM out of a State 
or . Society by Arms, Laws, and Hu- 
man Punilhments ? Whoever is of 



( s) Jet the Philofophical Gommentary» Vo^- 2^ 
Chap. 8, ^ Cr^u. . . 

this 
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this Opinion, I fliall take Care how 
\ embrace fo rafh and dangerous a 
one ; and believe I have lufficient 
Reafon to rcjed it, (t) In the firft 
Place, what do you mean by the Word 
Idolatry ? For the Idea's that are gi- 
ven us of it are very different and 
changeable. And when fhould we 
have done, if we would confider the 
Nature, the Manners, the Sefts, as 
well of the Learned as the Vulgar in 
all Countries, and the prodigious Di- 
verfity of Opinions, Rites, and Cere- 
monies, that we may meet with in 
the World? Belides, the Nature and 
End of Human Laws do not require, 
that the Legiflators fhould punifh eve- 
ry thing that is difpleafing to God. 
(u) Not to fpeak of Cruelty, Inhu- 
manity, Avarice, Luxury, Envy, Ha- 
tred, Idlenefs, Raftineis, Drunken- 
nefs. Intemperance, Debauchery, Sen- 
fuality ; who doubts but thefe are 
Vices, and thofe that are guilty of them 
offend God ? Neverthelefs, when they 
do not any way affeft the publick 



(f J See yir. Lock*x Latin Utter concerning ToUcra- 
tion, p. 58. & I'equ. 

(u) See PutFendorfV Uv9 of Natufc snd NMumSf 
Books. Chap* 3. $. 14. 

M % Good^ 
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Good, nor caufe Damage to any pri- 
vate Perfon , tftey are not at all ex- 
posM to the Cognizance of the Laws. 
What is more infamous than Lying 
and Perjury ! yet the Laws do not 
punifh thofe Crimes, if they do not 
hurt the State, nor particular Perfons j 
and thofe who are guilty of fuch Sins 
are referrM to the Judgment of the Al- 
mighty, I flball not infift on the Ex- 
ample of (rv) the Women at Rome in 
old Times, and even of the Ladies of 
QuaHty, who, almoft in Sight of 
all the World, procurM therafetvcs to 
have Abortions with Impunity, tho 
'twas thought an abominable Aftion, 
and that none but an unnatural Mo- 
ther could be guilty of it, yet 'twas fo 
late ds the Emperors Antonim and 
Severus^s times before it was forbid- 
den under Pain of Banilbment. Let 
us fearch after fomething more fur- 
prizing : Who can imagme. Gentle- 
men, that Fathers fhoura ever have 
been permitted^ I do not fay to ex- 
pofe ttieir Children as Toon as they 
are brought forth^ in Places where 
there might be Ibme Hopes that 



(w) See tbe Author's Julius Paulu?, f ;iM//fc*^ «» 17^0. 
Chap. II. 

- - - Stran- 
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Strangers would come by and relieve 
them, but to ftrangle thofe poor 
Creatures themfelves, to throw them 
into Rivers, to leave them in Defarts, 
where they muft infallibly perifh with 
Hunger and Thirft, or by the raver 
nous Teeth of fome wila Beaft? I 
ti*emble with Horror, when I think 
Qf fo barbarous and execrable a Cu- 
ilom. Yet how often was it fufFerM 
io Greece^ that Celebrated School of 
teaming and Politenefs, and after- 
wards in Romey then Miftrcfs of the 
World? (x) Even Conjtantme him- 
felf, when Chriftianity prevaiPd, cou'cj 
not put an End to the Licenfe of a 
Crime which was fo con^mon, and 
had taken fuch deep Root. The 
Emperors Vdentinian^ VdlettSy and 
GratUn^ were the firft who forbad it^ 
under pain of Death. Since therefor^ 
the Conftitution of the State, and th$ 
Pofture of Affairs, require that Prin- 
ces fhould fbmetimes fuSer fuel) 
enormous Crimes, and fo great a* 
Number of them ; is there anv mat? 
ter qf Wonder, that even Idolatry it 



(x) Seethe Autborh Julius Paulijs, where be goes to 
itf Smom (f this Mmer. 
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felf, when it does not difturb the pab- 

lick Peace, nor any way afFed the 

Welfare of the State, fhould not be 

punifhM by the Laws; tho every 

wife Man muft look upon it with the 

laft Horror? • 

AnMvfer to Methinks I hear fome body cry 

uien)rm\he^^^ here, How's this ? Are you lo 

itfwo/Mofcs, zealous for the Intereft of the State, 

of Death m /-latry, which waspuniih d with Death 
douun. by the Law of Mqfes ; that Divine 
Law, fo full of Wifdom and Equity (y)^ 
Whoever you are that make this Ob- 
jection, have a little Patience, and 
you Ihall be ' fatisfyM. There's no 
doubt to be made of it, but every bo- 
dy pught highly to reverence a Law 
which God himfelf gave the Hebrews 
by Mofesj his Minifter. However, 
do not you take it amifs, if we do 
not,, in our times, obey it in all its 
parts. ^ pach State has its particular 
Conjlituiiori ; and the Laws of one cer- 
tain Government cannot poflibly a- 
gree to that of all Men, in all Places, 
ind in all Times, no more than one 



(y) See Converfations on divers Matters of Reli- 
gion, f 89. 6; fcqu. ^p, 26*^. & fequ. and the Philofc- 
|>hiul Commcnury, Vol2,p.'io6, &requ. 

... . V, 
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and the fame Remedy can cure all 
Difeafes, in the infinite Variety of' 
Conftitutions of Sexes, Ages, Ele-. 
■ ments, Diets, Manners and Vices.,' 
Not to fay any thing of Mofes\ Laws 
concerning the Jukhy lending Mo-' 
ney upon Intereft, the Punifti- 
ment of Theft and Affaults, the Pri* 
vilege of the Zjalots^ Abftinence 
from Blood, and Creatures ftrangled, 
and feveral other Things, which are 
not now in the leaft obfervM : Wha 
does not know that he permitted Po- 
ligamy, which is now punifh'd with 
Death in fome Places, and in others^ 
left feverely ; but is, every where ar 
mong Chriftians, looked upon as un- 
lawful and criminal ? The Law of 
Mofes condemned Adultery to Death, 
becaufe the Jews living tor the moft 
part at a good Diftance from the Sea^ 
and applying themfelves to Husban- 
dry more than any other Profeflion, 
were almoft all njarryM, and each 
Man might have as many Wives 
as he plea$'d. But our Laws are 
not fo fevere on this Article, becaufe 
they are made for People, who li- 
ving near the Sea, and having Cofii- 
mercc all over the World, themarry'd 
Men are gblig'd to go long Voyages, . 

M i^ ^xA \ 
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and that Crime lies under the greater 
Temptation. The fierce, cholerick, 
and revengeful Temper of the^w/, 
oblig'd Mofes to permit Husbands to 
turn off their Wiyes when they 
thought fit : Whereas with us Divor- 
ces are forbidden, except in the Cafe 
of Adultery, or a malitious Elope* 
ment, which deftroy the Ufe and 
End of Marriage. I will not trouble 
you with any more Examples in this 
place, Gentlemen, I have already 
given you enough to convince you, 
«iat the Difference of Laws and Pu- 
nifhments eftablilh'd in Matf s Tribu* 
nal, is not founded on the Nature of the 
Things forbidden, but on the publick 
Weltare of each Society ; and thus, 
thit all thofe which were neceffary 
for the "Jem^ do not agree with our 
Manners, and our State. No doubt 
you defire to know, why I thiak the 
Law, which puniftiM lAoUtfj among 
the Jews with Death, was juft, fince 
I maintain, that no other People can, 
without Injuftice, make any fuch 
Law. This is indeed what lies on me 
to prove, that I may fhew the Weak* 
liefs of the 'Objedion I am refuting, 
with all poifible Clearnefs. And 
there is nothing more eafy, than to 



< • r 
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L refolvc this Difficulty : We need only 
I refled a little, that there was a par- 
r^kcular Reafon^ founded on the Confti*- 
^ition of the Jer^ijb Government, 
#faidi authorized the Punifliment of 
Jtbldiry among them to be with 
peath ; and yet no other Nation can 
draw, any Confequence from it to 
themfelves. Is there any People now 
in the World fo happy, as to have 
God for their Governour, and Tem- 
poral Prince ? ^is true, we all look 
upon him as Matter oftheUniverfe, 
as the foyereign Legifator of Man- 
kind, united under his Empire, by 
ithe general Tie of Reafon, common 
to all Men. But where Ihall we find 
a Nation, to whom he has given writ- 
I ten Laipsy by which he governs the 
j State himfeit^ after having been fo* 
Jemnlv declarM its Head, py a Cave^ 
nant oetween him and the Peop|e^ 
This, Gentlemen, was the glorious 
Advantage of the JT^iv/: GodAlmightjf 
honoured them with his Alliance, on 
condition they would be faithful to 
\ him, and make no Attempts againfl: 
the Form of Government and Religi- 
on : To which they all fubmitted, by 
the Mouth ofMofis. This great Prin- 
ciple of publick Right,* wasthePoun- 
^^"" ^'- ' -^ •' V • ^ 'datioi^ 



17Q Cf Liberty of Cmfcience. 

dation <rf the Happinefs and Hopes 
of the Ifrdelites^ the Safety and Pro- 
fperity of that chofen People depended ^, 
on it. Wherefore whoever attempted^ 
to innovate any thing in Matters of 
Religion, without . God's particular 
Permiffioii, was, without doubt,. 
;uilty .;pf High-Treafon, fince he 
iroke deliberately and knowingly the 
Tie of Civil Society ; and endeavour- 
ing to introduce a fupcrftitious Wor- 
fhip, he by it acknowledged another 
Sovei^ejgn, than him who was efta4 
iifh'd by the fundaipental Laws of thQ 
State (^). \. : I 

TodenfUber^ Such, Gentlemeo, was the Conp- 
t^{TZ'' tutiono^xks^ Jewijh Gov^mmtnt, and . 
sme and the at the fame time, the true Reafon for 
frince. which One of Mofes\ Laws forbad /- 
dolatryy under pain of Death. And 
is it not then meer Madaefs to affert, 
that this Law may fubfilt with us, or 
any other People, who have a diffe- 
rent Form of Government ? I am ver 
ry much miftaken, if Valentiman 



ix) M*'» '^ Clerc in his JbPraS of this Difcourfe^ 
Biblipth. Choilie, VoK 1. p, 253. adds two import 
/avi 'obinrvatims to tbis\ to vfhicb the J^ader i$ r^« 
ferr'd. 

m 
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I. did not rightly comprehend the 
Abfurdity of fuch a Thought : For 
^o he had embrac'd the Chriftian 
Religion (/i), He fo far difHr.guifb^d 
hnnjelfby his Moderationj (they are the 
Viry Words of Ammimus Marcellinus) 
^At he did not /hew the leaji Partiality 
tovpards any of his Subjects^ of what Rem 
Hgion foever ; he troubled no body on that 
account : He did not enjomfuch or fuch 
M fVorfbipj to be the only one toller atei 
in his Empire : He did not thunder out 
Edicts J to force his Subjects to adore the 
fame Deity he himfelf ador'd \ but left 
""hings in the fame State he found themm 

hat Glory did not this great Em- 
'peror acquire by his Prudence, Ju- 
ttice, and Equity. He worfhipp'd 
God with Purity, after the Principles 
of the Religion he thought beft ; and 
did not however fufter his Subjeds 
) of any other Religion, which was not 
injurious to any one, to be look'd 
upon and punim'd as Criminals. So 



(a) Poftremo hoc moderamine Principatiis incla- 
ruit, quod inter Religionum divcrfitates medius 
ftetit : ncc quemquam inquietavit, neque ut hoc co- 
lerctur imperavit auc illiid : nee interdiftis minaci- 
bus Subjeitorum cervicem ad id quod ipfe coluit in* 
tlinabat : fed incemeratas reliquit has partes ut rept- 
fit, Jmm, tAaneUn, Lib, 30. Cjf. 19. 

vXvax 
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that if he was on one hand pious and , 
religious ; on the other, he remem- ^ 
ber M he was a Prince, who ought tQr \ 
proted all Aich as did nothing againft ] 
the Peace, Safety, and Welfare of the 
State. The F/^an Hiftorian I have 
quoted, pays an honourable and aut 
thentick Homage to his Virtue. But 
I cannot forbear citing his own De- 
claration, which is full of Tendernefe, 
Humanity, and Modefty : / do not, 
fnd (J?)y fays- he, that the Art of thf 
Arufpices, contains 4ny thing hurtful 
in it (/) ; neither do J believe that this^ 
cr any other religious PraHice^ is any 
v^ay criminal ; Witnefs the Laws I made 
in the Beginning of my Reign ^ by whicb"^ 
J allowed every Man an entire Liberty to 
follow what Religion he thought fit^ 
Therefore // do not condemn the Art of \ 



{h) Harufpidnain ego nallum cum inaleficiorunf 
caufis habere confortium judico: neque iplam aul^ 
^liquam prxterea conceffam a majoribus Religionem ~ 
gerius eflfc arbitror Cfiminis. Teftes fdnt Leges i 
me in exordio Imperii mei datx^ quibus unicui<}ue 
quod animo imbihiflec cx>leiuli libera facultas cributa 
eft. Nee Harufpicinam reprehendimus, fed nocen- 
ter exerceri vetamus. Cod>Ihodof, de n^aleftciis & 
Mathematicis, Leg. 9, 

. Cc) Ibit 15, tbe 4^1 Q^ [orcteUi^ Ttings U( come bj 
$hs Imnils of Birds. 
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tiJre Arufpices in its [elf \ I only for If id 
that it jbouU be exercised in 4 manner 
hat is hurtful to any one tvhatjbe^en 
ly this Conftitution^ Gentlemen, Va*-^ 
fjitinian difcharg'd himfelf like a good 
ihd wife Prince. If afterwards ("as 
Irinces are commonly changeable, and 
Jiibjefl: to require the contrary to what 
|hey did themfelves before approve, be- 
feiufe they blindly follow the Councils 
f another, which, like the Waves of the 
|ea> drive them to this (ide and that^ 
ccording as they are agitated them- 
fclves) If, I fay, this and other Em* 
ierors afterwards, a£led contrary to 
iiis Declaration, it lies at their Door ^ 
to juftify their Conduft, if they cam 
For by virtue of what Title do they ar- 
rogate to themfelves a Right, that nei- 
ther Reafon,nor the Confent of the Peo- 
pie, which is |Jie Foundation of all law- 
ful Authority, have conferred on them ? 
The Effed of this barbarous Tyranny 
has always furnifhM the World with 
^eftacles, not only frightful^ but 
Shameful and fatal to Mankind, and 
10 the Princes who cxercis'd it. . Cer- 
tainly when Ignorance, Envy, Ambi- 
J tion, Superftition, Avarice, fuppor- 
ted by the publick Power, deprive all 
the Worlds for tlie Sake of a few> of 
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the Liberty of fearchmg. after the 
Truth, and perfecute them as fufpi- 
cious and dangerous Perfons. Thofe. 
who can look into things, who applj^ 
. themfelves to the Study of foUd Learn- 
ing and true Wifdom, will expeft no- 
thing lefs from it than to fee the Corhf 
munity exposed to a thoufand Trou- 
bles, to be daily impoverifhM, wea- 
kened, and fall into a State of Barba« 
rity ; and that Prince, or any one elfc 
who praftifes the like Cruelty, be o 
ver'd with eternal Shame, and rendi 
their Memory odious to Pofterity, t^ 
be hated, always in fear of Enemi^ 
from within and from without, and 
to repent of the Folly too late, wheiL 
Repentance will only add Horror to^.j 
their Guilt. : 

The Conciufm. What I fay. Gentlemen, I can prove | ^ 
byagreat Number of Examples, both| 
ancient and modern ; but the time p 
allotted for this Difcourfe is already ^ 
expired : 'Tis fufficient that I have > 
evidently demonftrated to you, no 
human Tribunal has any Legal Cog- 
nizance of Religion, of which it be- 
longs only to God to judge, who is I 
the Sovereign Arbriter of our Cqnfci- 
ences. I Ihall only add one thing, 
which 'tis ev^tv Maxv\ latereft here ; 
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ID uoderftand ; and that is, to put you 
fin mind that we ought to think our> 
[elves Very happy and highly blefs'd 
W God, to live in a Country, where, 
[hro' Divine Providence, and the wife 
^nd pious Condud of the Magiftrat^s 
if this mighty Republick, each Man 
%s at Liberty to ferve God, according, 
^o the Motions of his Confcience ; no 
pody has any need to fear either Hang* 
^tnan. Dragoon, or any wicked, treach- 
|irous, cruel, proud Prieft, who with 
[i|l diabolical Impudence lays Snares for 
^:he Honour, Lives, and Liberties of 
Aw wife and virtuous Perfons, from 
the leaft to the greateft, without re- 
fpefting the higheft Dignities. 'Twas 
fuch a bloody, terrible, and detefta- 
ble Tyranny that opprefs'd our An- 
ceftors, and that, to perfecute them, 
broke all Divine and Human Laws ; 
but they recoverM their natural Li- 
berty with an^^ heroick Courage, and 
a Firmnefs of Mind, which acquired 
them immortal Glory* They have 
left us this precious Inheritance by 
the beft Title, as a Good which we 
ought to tranfmit to our lateft 
Polierity. *Tis our Duty to take 
Care that we do not fhew our felves 
unworthy of fuch generous Souls, 



